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RReeccrruuiitt  

TTooddaayy!!  
AA  nnoonn--pprrooffiitt  ooffffiicciiaall  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  PPaacciiffiicc  AArreeaass  

VVeetteerraannss  ooff  FFoorreeiiggnn  WWaarrss  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess 

  
  

AArroouunndd  tthhee  PPaacciiffiicc  

nneewwsslleetttteerr  oonn  VVFFWW    

PPaacciiffiicc  AArreeaass  

aaccttiivviittiieess  aavvaaiillaabbllee    

bbii--mmoonntthhllyy    

oonn  tthhee  2200tthh  

 

                                                                                            ññPPrroouudd  ttoo  SSeerrvvee!!òò                            
 

October Key Dates 

Oct 10th    
Columbus Day  
 
Oct 13th   
U.S. Navy 
Established  (1775) 
 
Oct 17th   
Rear Admiral Charles Parsons  
VFW Post 124 Chartered 
 
Oct 27th 
Navy Day 
 
Oct 30th   
General Claire L. Chennault 
VFW Post 9555 Chartered 

November Key Dates 

Nov 10th   
U.S. Marine Corps 
Established (1775) 
 
Nov 11th    
Signing of WWI  
Armistice (1918) 
Veterans Day  
 
Nov 24th   
Thanksgiving Day 
 
*****************************  
 
Fly the Flag 
 
Fly the Flag at half staff 
 
 
*************** *** ****** **** * 

 

From our Commander 
 
 
Comrades,  

 
As we begin the second quarter I ask that you reach out for VOD/PP/Teachers 
nominations.  November 1

st
 is the submission deadline for those programs.  You should 

also be looking for Eagle Scout nominations as well as EMT, Firefighter, and Law 
Enforcement candidates.   
 
The Department Website now has the C of A registration page posted.  I hope to see many of you there. With 
two months to go before C of A I remind you about the Department fundraising raffle and ask that you keep 
that effort going.  
 
Congratulations to Post 124 for going over 100% with the addition of five new life members. We have 15 Posts 
over 90% with nine over 95%.  Five Districts are over 90%. The Pacific Areas retains its position as NUMBER ONE 
in membership nationally.  It is going to be quite a challenge to hold that position for the remainder of this term 
but I think we can do it.   
 
I have included a list of our Posts and Districts with their Division standings.  We have 16 Posts in the top 10% of 
their Division with many of them much higher. We have five Districts at number one in their Division.  The 
remaining two are close to the top. Thank you for your great recruiting efforts this year. 
 
With all of our programs and projects it is a challenge to keep up the recruiting efforts.  Those who recruit a lot 
know that planning is the key.  Remember that recruiting even one member is of great value. You never know, 
the one you recruit may someday contribute greatly to our organization.  Keep up the good work. 
 
Thank you for all that you do. 
 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
 

Barry Hirshbein    
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VFW National Membership Standings  -  Pacific Areas  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POST/DIST 
Current 
Percent 

Division 
Ranking/Division 
Total (approx.) 

2485 96.96 1 Feb-70 

9723 92.78 2 8/170 

10216 80.38 2 90/170 

1054 97.96 3 6/500 

8180 95.6 3 13/500 

11447 89.02 3 47/500 

10033 88.77 3 63/500 

9876 84.97 3 90/500 

1509 95.69 4 11/840 

10249 93.41 4 33/840 

9612 90.23 4 74/840 

9957 89.22 4 94/840 

9951 89.05 4 99/840 

9985 65.57 4 750/840 

3457 98.77 5 7/450 

9892 92.31 5 30/450 

9555 91.1 5 30/450 

10223 83.01 5 133/450 

11016 76.33 6 195/310 

10215 80.61 7 190/450 

2917 99.39 8 4/390 

9450 96.13 8 6/390 

10217 92.17 11 42/470 

11575 86.92 11 93/470 

12074 83.12 11 171/470 

124 101.16 13 3/370 

727 95.4 13 15/370 

District I 92.78 10 Jan-60 

District II 94.49 8 Jan-50 

District III 83.28 4 Dec-70 

District IV 90.33 12 Jan-50 

District V 88.04 8 Mar-50 

District VI 97.49 11 Jan-55 

District VII 95.26 5 Jan-50 
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Sr. Vice Commander 
 
Comrades, 
 
    We are a quarter through the VFW year and membership is looking pretty good overall at 89.95%.  Post 8180 in District III 
had great success with their Adopted unit.  Please keep in mind that you do not have to have a military installation near your 
post in order to Adopt a Unit.  Post 124 is our only Post over 100%, but several are on the verge.  District VI leads the 
5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ фтΦпф҈Φ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿΣ άIƻǿ YƻǊŜŀ ƎƻŜǎΣ ǎƻ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘέ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  
With membership standing at 83.38% in District III, our eyes are upon them to see how they do over the next several months.     
 
     Commanders are encouraged to push your Life Members to become Legacy Life Members.  The memberships are Bronze at $400, Silver at $800, 
and Gold at $1200.  I have my Gold Legacy Life Member plaque proudly hanging in my office.  This is one of the items you receive when you 
become a Legacy Life Member.  This is an especially attractive deal for Posts with older members since, upon the Legacy Life Members passing, the 
Post keeps receiving benefits.  Commanders received bonus points for signing up Legacy Life Members when computing All State.   
 
       Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns at svcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org 
 
YIC and Service, 
 
Darin Combs           

******************************************************************************************************************* 

Jr. Vice Commander 
 

Comrades, 

 
  Overall the Community Services Reports are looking great!  We still have soƳŜ ȊŜǊƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΩΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ 
ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ / ƻŦ ! ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /{w ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻǾŜǊΦ  tƻǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ now 
is the time to review the All State and All American requirement s for CSRΩǎΦ  ²ƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ WǊΦ ±ƛŎŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ 
reports turned in.  I look forward to see all of you in Dec. 

Post Dist May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr Total 

9723 1 20 10 13 15 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 69 

1054 

2 

16 23 10 20 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 79 

9450 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

9555 8 3 9 8 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 31 

9612 2 0 18 44 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 64 

8180 

3 

0 9 8 23 29 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 69 

9985 21 7 17 16 10 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 72 

10033 1 0 0 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 

10215 0 0 6 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 

10216 3 18 20 10 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 59 

10223 11 12 5 4 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 41 

11016 4 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 

727 
4 

10 6 6 6 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 34 

9957 3 5 53 15 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 77 

9876 

5 

31 29 35 40 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 135 

9951 7 3 13 11 7 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 41 

10217 11 14 13 10 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 55 

10249 9 0 14 12 14 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 50 

11575 4 3 3 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 16 

12074 96 73 62 51 31 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 313 

1509 

6 

11 2 7 6 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 37 

2917 13 3 8 2 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 32 

3457 21 16 20 3 16 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 76 

124 

7 

7 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 

2485 15 15 19 27 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 95 

9892 44 13 13 58 34 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 162 

11447 13 9 7 8 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 46 

Total   381 275 381 404 249 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1694 

 

If you have any questions or comments please email me.   

 
Yours in Comradeship,  

 
Shawn Watson  

 

mailto:svcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
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Jr. Past Dept. Commander 
 
  

Comrades of the Pacific, 
 
Three months gone in our current year, time is flying by! I spoke with Matt Claussen Director of Membership early in October 
and he was happy with the recruiting progress being made by Pacific Areas, he sent his thanks and asks for us to keep up the 
effort. Recruit early and getting new members involved equates to continuous VFW members or conversions to Life 
membership. 
 
Last year Pacific Areas fell short in recruiting by about 800 members, it was bad for us last year but puts Pacific Areas in good position to achieve 
100% in ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΗ /ƻƳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ млл҈ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ some of the 
following reasons. Old members are passing on (74,000 last year about 1,200 per day) and we are not retaining new recruits (402,000 unpaid 
continuous members last year). A note on retention, we exert a lot of effort in bringing in annual members, and then ignore tƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘŦŀƭƭΣ ƻƴƭȅ флΣспо ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘŜŘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ versus 119,048 the prior year!  
 
VFW National asks each of us to devote ourselves to VFW programs in our community and in recruiting new members. As you heard many times 
our membership is our strength in communicating with Congress and the President. So please carry application forms and ask those members you 
meet to join, do not wait for them to walk up and ask you if they can join. 
 
A further note before leaving, make sure your posts report all your program accomplishments, i.e. NMS, Buddy Poppies, Teachers Awards, Voice of 
Democracy, Patriots Pen and other activities. When looking at achieving All-State and All-American status it is the responsibility of the Post to 
ensure all programs and activities have been completed and reported. 

 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 

 
Jim Oden 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chief of Staff & C of A Mid-Term Chairman 
 

Comrades,  
 
At our Department Convention in Bangkok this past June we voted to support a Department raffle. Yes it was 
voted on and passed without any complaints. My question now is how is the Department raffle going in your District?  
Department Commander Hirshbein distributed tickets to all District Commanders for distribution to their Post Commanders. 
District and Post Commander please take notice this is a Department program and your Department needs your support.  
We only have two months left until our Mid-Term and the drawing will be held at the Department CƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ оΣ нлмм ŀǘ hŀǎƛǎ IƻǘŜƭ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎ /ƛǘȅΣ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΦ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ tƻǎǘǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 5ŜǇŀǊtment Program. 
 

Department of Pacific Areas Mid-Term Council of Administration 
/ƻƳǊŀŘŜǎ ƛǘΩǎ ǘime to be planning to attend the Department Mid-Term Council of Administration to be held at Oasis Hotel Angeles City, Philippines 
2-4 December 2011. Please go to the Department web site (http://vfwdeptpacific.org/COFA/) to register. Oasis Hotel has excellent services and 
facilities, Business Center, gift shop and complimentary Wi-Fi in hotel outlets and lobby. There is a free shuttle service to the entertainment area 
and SM mall at Clark. Our Department Mid-Term Committee is ready to welcome you. If you have any other special requirements please let us 
know. 
 
 
YIC, 
 
Bob Zaher 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://vfwdeptpacific.org/COFA/
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Adjutant 
  
Greetings Comrades, 
 
  The midterm Council of Administration in Angeles City, Philippines, is fast approaching and I urge all council members and 
anyone caring to attend the C of A to hurry and make your reservations.  All information is available on the Department website.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ±Ltǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ ±ƛŎŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƘƛŜŦΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ƘƛŜƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛŜŦΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
Department and I know you will all make it very memorable for him. 
 
  General Order #1 Memorandum #1 have been updated and posted on the website at www.vfwdeptpacific.orgΣ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά!ŘƧǳǘŀƴǘΩǎ tŜƴέ ǿƛƭƭ 
bring you to the link.  If you need or want a copy of it please contact me at adjdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org and I will send one to you.   

  
  As your Department Office is here to help you with any questions or problems you may have.  I look forward to working with all of you and 
assisting Commander Barry in proving we are all άtǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ !ǊŜŀǎΦ  .Ŝ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΦ 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
Richard A. Keeley 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
Comrades, 
 
The Long-wŀƴƎŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ²ŜōƴŀƛǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ ²ŜōƴŀƛǊ ƛǎ ŀ έƭƛǾŜ ŎƘŀǘ ǊƻƻƳέ  that also has the 
ability to provide power point presentations  from computers.  When fully tested, the Webnair will provide two important 
functions related to Service Officers. First, it will provide a twice per month opportunity for a Service Officer to ask technical 
questions regarding active cases in Live Cha format; Second, it will provide a training session twice per month to begin 
standardizing an educational training format for  Service . Target date for Webnair to be fully operational is November 1, 2011.  
 
TIP OF THE MONTH: If you have added a new service-connected disability to your existing liabilities within the last 12 Months, you are entitled to 
an additional $10,000 of free government insurance up to a maximum of $30,000. 
 
Contact Pete Scalzo ς Department Service Officer for details. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
Al Serrato 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Judge Advocate 
 

     In this issue of the Typhoon I will present Resolutions 305 ς Adopt the Girl Scouts and 307 - Motorcycle Clubs, Groups and 
Associations, which were mandated by the 112

th
 National Convention.  Also, I will provide more information on by-laws and 

procedure adopted at national convention.  
 
 

GENERAL RESOLUTIONS APPROVED 

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
      The following general resolutions are effective as approved by the 112

th
 National Convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 

States on August 30, 2011: 
 

Resolution No. 305 

Adopt the Girl Scouts as a Youth Activity 

     WHEREAS, Girl Scouts of America promote good citizenship, patriotism, community involvement, personal integrity and personal excellence; 
and 
  
     WHEREAS, the VFW should be willing to support and encourage any youth program that does the above; and  
 

http://www.vfwdeptpacific.org/
mailto:adjdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
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     WHEREAS, many female veterans, some members and some considering membership in the VFW, are involved themselves or have daughters 
involved in Girl Scouting; and  
 
     WHEREASΣ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ DƻƭŘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅ {couts 
of America Eagle Scout Award, Sea Scout Quartermasters and the Venture Silver Award; and 
 
    WHEREASΣ tƻǎǘǎ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ DƛǊƭ {Ŏƻǳǘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ Ǉŀǘriotic 
events and assistance with other Post community activities.  In the long run, many of these young ladies may serve in our military and become 
eligible for this organization; and   
 
    WHEREAS, through working with local scout groups, VFW will be able to assist them in achieving the highest awards given to scouts and 
encourage the ǎŎƻǳǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƴ ŜŀƎƭŜ ǎŎƻǳǘ ƻǊ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƎƛǊƭ ǎŎƻǳǘǎ  ŜƴƘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ƘŜ ±C²Ωǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
community as a family organization; now, therefore 
 
     BE IT RESOLVED, that the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, adopt the Girl Scouts as a youth activity and that Girls Scout Gold 
Award recipients should be allowed to compete for THEIR RESPECTIVE VFW Scout of the Year Awards.   
Comment: The intent of this resolution is to recognize the Girl Scouts as a youth activity and that any Girl Scout Gold Award recipient should be 
able to compete for the VFW Scout of the Year Award. You can find out more information on the VFW Scout of the Year Award program by going to 
www.vfw.orgΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ άtǊƻƎǊŀƳǎέΦ  
 

Resolution No. 307 
Motorcycle Clubs, Groups and Association 

      WHEREAS, Prior to the adoption of Resolution No. 308 at the 111
th

 National convention of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 

August 23, 2010, motorcycle clubs, groups and associations existed as units of the Posts with authority of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 

United States; and 

 

     WHEREAS, these units be they motorcycle clubs, groups or associations have been operating for periods since 2003 (in the case of VFWCA MC) 

under the authorization signature of John J. Senk, Jr. then Adjutant General under the command of then Commander-in-Chief Edward S. Banas, Sr., 

Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States; and 

 

     WHEREAS, these unit have been vital to bridging the gap and enticing membership between war veterans of the WWII, Korean and Vietnam 

conflicts and newer war veterans of the Post-Vietnam era; and  

 

     WHEREAS, these unit have not caused any discredi5t to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States nor the sponsoring Posts; and 

 

     WHEREAS, temporary coordination between these motorcycle clubs, groups and associations may have and was required prior to the 

establishment of said clubs, groups and associations with members ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻƴŦŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƭǳōǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

riders and no further contact after such coordination has existed; and 

 

     WHEREAS, there is a pride in the current existence of these motorcycle clubs, groups and associations that has been instilled for years and has 

brought pride and comradeship amongst our younger members; and 

 

     WHEREAS, these units have existed and are controlled under Section 708 and 709 of the Veterans of Foreign wars National By-Laws; now, 

therefore 

 

     BE I RESOLVED, that those motorcycle clubs, groups and associations that existed with authorization from the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 

United States prior to the adoption of Resolution 308 at the 111
th

 National Convention be allowed to continue to exist providing they adhere to the 

guidelines provider for in Sections 708 and 709 of the National By-Laws of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the united States. 

 

Comment: This resolution was adopted so that those motorcycle cubs, groups and associations that existed prior to the adoption of Resolution 308 

and a directive giving guidelines and forms that was published on September 14, 2010, could continue to exist.  Currently, the Department has only 

one nationally approved VFWRG that is an activity of Post 10216 in Korea.  If there are any groups who would like to form as an activity of a Post or 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άWǳŘƎŜ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ tŀƎŜΩέ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳō-Links VFWRG. 

 

http://www.vfw.org/
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ADOPTED POLICY AND PROCEDURE 
OF INTEREST 

BY-LAWS AND MANUAL 

    The below by-ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎation 
by mid-October of the 2012 Podium Edition of the National By-Laws, Manual of Procedure and Ritual. Some of the by-laws and procedures that are 
of interest to Posts and Districts are as follows: 
 

ARTICLE II ς POSTS 
Section 212 ς Defunct Posts 

    Amend Section 212 ς Defunct Posts, National By-Laws, by deleting the second paragraph and replacing with the following: 
 
ά5ƛǎǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ. In all cases of surrender, revocation or forfeiture of a charter, title to all real and personal property shall immediately pass 
to the Department who shall take possession and control for disposition as directed by the Department Council of Administration for the purposes 
set forth in the Congressional Charter.  In addition, the books and records of the post shall be recovered by the Department. 
    In case of surrender or forfeiture of a charter, the Department Council of administration in the case of trust funds or trust property, or both, shall 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΦέ 
 
Comment: The above change was previously located in the Manual, Section 210 ς Surrender of Charter and was deleted then placed in the By-
Laws, Section 212 ς Defunct Posts.  This amendment was considered more appropriate for policy in the by-laws under Section 212. There is no 
change in the wording or intent of this paragraph. 
 

ARTICLE II ς POSTS 
Section 220 ς Vacancies and Removal of Elective Officers or Committee Members 

     Amend Section 220 ς Vacancies and Removal of Elective Officers or Committee Members, National By-Laws, by substituting with the following 
after VacanciesΧΥ 
 
άVacancies. All vacancies occurring in the elective offices of the Post shall be filled in accordance with Section 220 of the Manual of Procedure at 
the next stated meeting of the Post or special meeting called for such purpose as prescribed ƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нло ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴǳŀƭ ƻŦ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΦέ 
 
Comment:  This paragraph titled Vacancies Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊōƛŀƎŜ ά{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нло ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴǳŀƭ ƻŦ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ 
policy and intent of this paragraph remains the same. 
  

ARTICLE IV ς DISTRICTS 
Section 403 ς Regular, Special and Committee Meetings; Convention; Quorum; Authorized Attendees 

     Amend Section 430 ς Regular, Special and Committee Meetings; Convention; Quorum; Authorized Attendees., National By-Laws, in the fourth 
paragraph ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΦέΣ ōȅ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ άǎŜǾŜƴǘȅ-CƛǾŜ όтрύέ ǿƛǘƘ άŦƻǊǘȅ-ŦƛǾŜ όпрύέΦ 
 
Comment: This change means the annual District Convention to be held not less than ten (10) days nor more than forty five (45) days prior to the 
convening of the Department Convention.  The Department Convention normally would start within the first two weeks of June each year.  
 

ARTICLE IV ς DISTRICTS 
Section 404 ς Governing Body; Composition 

     Amend Section 404 ς Governing Body; Composition., National By-Laws, item 7, by dŜƭŜǘƛƴƎ άΧ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пнм ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ȅ-[ŀǿǎΦέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
άΧSection 222 of the Manual of ProcedureΦέ 
 
Comment: The deleting of Section 421 and replacing with Section 222 is an administrative change that does not change the intent of item 7, which 
refers to election of delegates. The correct section for procedure for election of delegates is located in Section 222 in the Manual of Procedure. 
 

ARTICLE IV ς DISTRICTS 
Section 412 ς Defunct Districts 

    Amend Section 412 ς Defunct Districts., National By-Laws, by deleting the second paragraph and adding the following: 
 
άDisposition of Property. In all cases of surrender, revocation or forfeiture of a charter, title to all real and personal property shall immediately pas 
to the Department who shall take possession and control for disposition as directed by the Department Council of Administration for the purposes 
set forth in the Congressional Charter.  In addition, the books and records of the District shall be recovered by the Department. 
     In case of surrender or forfeiture of a charter, the Department Council of Administration in the case of trust funds or trust property, or both, shall 
ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΣ ƻǊ ōƻǘƘΦέ 
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Comment: This paragraph was previously located in the By-Laws under Section 210 ς Surrender of Charter and deleted, then placed in the By-Laws, 
Section 212 ς Defunct District, which was considered a more appropriate location.  There is no change in the wording or intent of this policy.   
 

ARTICLE IV ς DISTRICTS 
Section 420 ς Vacancies and Removal of Elective Officers or Committee Members 

    Amend Section 420 ς Vacancies and Removal of Elective Officers or Committee Members., National by-Laws, by substituting with the following in 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ άVacanciesΧέΥ 
 
άVacancies. All vacancies occurring in the elective offices of the District shall be filled in accordance with Section 420 of the Manual of Procedure at 
the next stated meeting of the District or special meeting cŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǎǳŎƘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пло ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀƴǳŀƭ ƻŦ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜΦέ 
 
Comment: The first paragraph of this section titled Vacancies ǿŀǎ ǊŜǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǿƻǊŘƛƴƎ άŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ пло ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
aŀƴǳŀƭ ƻŦ tǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜέΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ of the entire paragraph still remains the same. 
 
     In summary the above by-laws and procedures for Posts and Districts are mostly administrative changes moving verbiage from the manual to 
the by-laws and correcting section numbers. Also, in some cases where certain paragraphs were considered more fitting to a given section title the 
ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΦ  bŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ LΩƭƭ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ± ς Departments and Article VI ς National that may be of 
interest to the membership.   
 

     Comrades, if you have any questions about the above National Resolutions, By-Laws and Procedure let my office know and I will render an 
answer(s), or find out the answer(s) from National. So, please feel free to contact me at advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or 
bill.wichman@msa.hinet.net. Always, remember to be άtǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ {ŜǊǾŜέ the VFW and Department of Pacific Areas.  God bless you comrades, and 
God bless America 
 

                          THE JUDGEõS LAW SAYING:  

 
  
  
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
Bill Wichmann 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Chaplain 
 

Comrades, 
 
*[This month we remember, pray and fly our Flag for 'Columbus Day' and 'Navy Day'; let us also pray for our Blue Star Mothers as 
they hold fast to their sons and daughters. +tld]* 
 
Many are unsure why we call this celebration 'Columbus Day', as we know that Christopher Columbus never reached the United 
States. There are also historians that note other explorers and information on the colonization of the Americas prior to Columbus' landing in 1492. 
And, certainly, it is well known that our 'Native Americans' crossed the Bering Strait from Siberia to Alaska, traveled throughout the lands now 
known as the Americas, and established villages herein long before Columbus' 'discovery'. 
 
Yet, with the understanding that the explorations and findings of Columbus were the first that led to continued expeditions to the Americas by 
European powers to colonize and build trade networks in the 'New World', we give title to our country's day of 'discovery' as 'Columbus Day.' 
 
Whatever understanding we hold of our country's beginnings, whatever we choose to call this day in our hearts, and however we choose to 
celebrate the day in which we as a nation recognize the discovery of our country, this is an excellent day to step back and give thanks to the 
Almighty for all the blessings and freedoms we have in this land! 
 
May we pray together today, in great thanksgiving, speaking aloud of our gratefulness for our liberties and our appreciation for those willing to 
serve that we may remain free! A land of opportunity, a land of prosperity, a land of hope where the accomplishment of dreams is a reality given to 
us! 
 
Today, as we remember how very blessed we are, may we also hold in special prayer each member of our Armed Forces, our veterans, their family 
members,  and the families of those who have given the ultimate sacrifice that our country may remain strong, united, and without defeat! We 
have a bounty of blessings each day we live ~ may we thank God and all those brave souls instilled with the courage to fight for this land and its 
people! 

mailto:advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
mailto:bill.wichman@msa.hinet.net
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God Bless America! 
 
With prayers for our country, those who are serving or who have served, and YOU, 
 
Rev. Lin McGee 
National Chaplain (2010) 
Blue Star Mothers of America, Inc. 

 
Peace be with you, 
 
Rt. Rev. Thomas 'Tom' Darkus 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Safety Chairman 
 

Comrades of the Pacific Areas,  
 
CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǿŜ ǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
couple of tips for you all.   

Heat It Up  
Common sense can prevent a heater fire. All heating systems can start fires if not used and maintained properly. Heating your 
home during the colder months of the year can prove dangerous, if you do not follow a few simple safety 
precautions.  

Check baseboard heaters often to remove objects that have fallen on top of or near the heater. Remember that 
any time objects like newspapers, furniture or blankets are close to heaters, a fire can start. 

Portable heaters heat up rapidly and, like baseboard heaters, they can easily ignite any flammable item left 
nearby. Always turn portable heaters off if you leave the room or are going to fall asleep. 

When you use your fireplace or wood stove to heat your home, keep the door and or fire screen shut to protect 
your home from sparks. Only burn dry seasoned wood, never rubbish. Garbage and green wood can cause a 
chimney fire.  Remember to have your chimney inspected and serviced before each heating season and change the batteries in your smoke alarms 
too.  A working smoke alarm could save your life.  

 
Bob Henault 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Inspector      
 

The purpose for Post and District inspections is to let the Department and District Commanders know if they have a Post or 
District failing and to get them help before they sink. The inspection forms are readily available on the Department Web Site 
under forms. They have not been changed for many years. Thus there should be no surprises, new Commanders take the time 
NOW and review these forms and get a head start ensuring your Post and District will pass. 

 
Several Key points that I ask the inspectors to key in on are Accountability of Funds using the VFW or similar excel spread 

sheets i.e. do they have a relief fund, General Fund, Membership Fund, Post Due Reserve etc. And that they have proof of eligibility of all officers 
ƛΦŜΦ нмпΩǎ ƻǊ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ 

 
I still need to hear from District Commanders on who their Inspectors will be in their District. This info and all the inspection forms need to be 

emailed to me at: PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org 
 
I am just a phone call or email away if I can be of any assistance, just ask. 
 
 

Yours Always in Comradeship & Proud to Serve! 
 
Larry Lyons 

 

http://www.seattle.gov/fire/pubed/smokealarms/smokeAlarms.htm
mailto:PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org
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VOD/Patriot Pen/Teacher Chairman 
 
Comrade Post Commanders and VOD/PP/Teacher Chairmen, 
 
  October is the start of crunch time for our Scholarship Programs.  Schools should already be contacted and provided 
with appropriate entry forms.  It is not too early to be thinking about when, where and who will be doing your Post 
and District judging.  Please determine who will be bringing your finalists to the Department Mid-Term.   
 
  We are tentatively planning on holding the Department judging on Friday, December 2, at Post 2485 in the early afternoon.  If you cannot have 
you material there by this time, please let me know (peterc11@yahoo.com) so I can make other arrangements. 
 
  Department winners require a head & shoulders photo of the students and teachers who will be forwarded to National.  If you are having your 
Post awards ceremony before Dec. 2, this would be a good time to take pictures of your winners. 
 
  District Chairmen, the reporting forms you need to complete can be downloaded from the DOPA website under the FORMS portal.  Please make 
sure to meet the deadline. 
 
  As you already know, these VFW core programs require a lot of volunteer man-hours and dedication at every level of participation.  I would like to 
thank each and every one of you who has given your time and resources to make these programs a success.  It means a lot to the students and 
teachers, to your Post, to our Department and to the VFW.  We care, and it shows! 
 
  !ǎ ǿŜ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘΣ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΦ 
 
Thanking you in Comradeship, 
 
Peter Callaghan 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

POW/MIA PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 
 
Comrades, 
 
Hopefully each and every one of you was able to take time and pay tribute to our POW/MIA community on September 16

th
 

2011. Please read the Secretary of Defense inspiring recognition speech given at the Pentagon. 
 

POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony 
As Delivered by Secretary of Defense Leon E. Panetta, The Pentagon, Friday, September 16, 2011 

 
 

Thank you very much, Admiral Winnefeld, for that introduction.  Distinguished guests, veterans, wounded warriors, senior leaders of the 
Department, let me express to you how I honored I am to be here on this solemn day.  This is my first opportunity as the new Secretary of Defense 
to pay tribute to the POW/MIA community. 

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭy recognize the representatives of that community, former prisoners of war, and the families of the missing in action, all of 
whom have joined us here this morning.  Today as we honor those who have been imprisoned and those missing while defending our nation, we 
also honor their family members, the brave men and women who have kept those memories of their loved ones burning bright and who have 
never stopped, never stopped, pushing this nation and its leaders for the closure that they deserve. 

Forty years ago, during the Vietnam War, it was the wife of a missing service member, a young woman named Mary Hoff, who realized that a 
symbol was needed to remind us of his plight; to remind us of all our service members who were missing or suffering at the hands of foreign 
captors.  She developed the idea of a flag, with a haunting image designed by a World War II pilot, that would eventually become a national 
emblem. 

It is the only flag, aside from Old Glory, that has flown above the White House.  In 1989, it was installed in the Capitol rotunda as a symbol of this 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎΦ  I was a member of Congress at that time, and was so inspired by the flag and 
by what it stood for that I introduced legislation to require that it be flown at U.S. diplomatic posts and military installations worldwide.  

What moved me and so many others about this flag was not only the stark design, but the message inscribed across the bottom oŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƭŀƎΥ ά¸ƻǳ 

mailto:peterc11@yahoo.com
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ŀǊŜ bƻǘ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦέ  TodayΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ǇƭŜŘƎŜΥ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ bƻǘ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦέ  ²Ŝ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǳƴŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
undying promise that, no matter how long it takes, no matter what it takes, we will not stop until we have brought every American home.  We 
pledge that we leave no one behind. 

Over the years, slowly, methodically, we have been making progress in this effort.  Six hundred men and women of this Department ς military and 
civilian, investigators and scientists ς work tirelessly around the world to fully account for the more than 80,000 American service members who 
ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǳƴŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎΦ  This is painstaking work, carried out in the field and in laboratories here at home. 

Because of these efforts, the remains of 98 missing American service members have been identified in the past year ς 25 from the Vietnam War, 36 
from the Korean War, 36 from World War II, and one from World War I.  That's 98 more families who now have closure, and the knowledge that 
their nation did not forget them, did not let the passage of time dampen our resolve to locate and identify their loved ones. 

No other country, no other country, has devoted so much energy and so many resources to account for our fallen.  We do this because we believe 
that every life is precious, and because those who put their lives on the line for this country need to know that we will spare no effort to bring them 
home.  Today I make to you the promise, as Secretary of Defense, we will do everything we can to bring them home.  A promise I make not only to 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳǎΩ ǿŀȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  

In the wars of this century, we are blessed by the fact that fewer Americans are missing, fewer have been taken as prisoners, and fewer families 
have had to wait for their return.  Still, as we gather here, three DoD contractors are missing and two soldiers are being held captive in Iraq and 
Afghanistan ς Staff Sergeant Ahmed Altaie, captured in Iraq in October 2006, and Sergeant Bowe Bergdalh, captured in Afghanistan in June of 
2009.  

This morning, we gather here and again call for their release and reiterate our commitment to bring all missing Americans home.  That 
commitment, simple yet sacred, is fundamental to the values of our nation and, in turn, to our military.  And as we raise the POW/MIA flag in 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ǿŜ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ŎǊŜŜŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ bƻǘ CƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΣέ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΦ 

Around the time that flag came into existence so did POW/MIA bracelets, each bearing the name of a soldier being held as prisoner or missing in 
action in the Vietnam War.  In 1972, a 12 year-old from California named Kathy Strong got one of those bracelets in her Christmas stocking.  On it 
was the name of Sergeant James Moreland, an Army Green Beret who had gone missing four years earlier.  And on that Christmas morning, that 12 
year-old girl decided she would wear that bracelet until James Moreland came home, until she could hand it to him in person.  

Kathy Strong wore that bracelet for 38 years, unsure if she would ever take it off.  Then, early this year, 43 years after he went missing, James 
aƻǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ Ǝƻǘ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǘ ƭƻƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ς through the tireless efforts of DoD personnel ς he 
had been identified.  {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ aƻǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ YŀǘƘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴ aŀȅΦ  And there she took off her bracelet and put it on Sergeant 
aƻǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳΦ 

Kathy Strong should inspire us all.  For it should not just be a few among us that help families carry the torch year after year, decade after decade 
for those who are missing; it needs to be all of us.  It should be all of us who as one family, and one nation pledge on this day, and every day, that 
for as long as it takes to bring every American home, we will never stop working, we will never stop searching, and we will never stop thinking of 
those lost warriors.  We will never forget those who have sacrificed for our freedoms and our values.  That is why this country is the greatest 
country on earth. 

May God bless those who have lost their dear ones, may God bless their families, and may God bless this great nation of ours. Thank you.    

Listed is one of the VFWôs official positions on veterans and national security 
issues for 2010-2011.  
 
POW/MIA: Achieve the fullest possible accounting of all U.S. military personnel 
missing from our nationôs wars. 
This is based on these years National Convention resolutions and rated as a priority by the POW/MIA Committee.  
When you visit your congressional representatives please stress that this is an issue we will be fighting for in the 112th Congress. This goal reflects 
the resolution passed by the VFW and is supported by our 2.1 million members and our Auxiliaries. To find out who your Congressional 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ±C² ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ ǿǿǿΦǾŦǿΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά±C² ƛƴ 5/έ ƭƛƴƪ. We were able to bring 17 more veterans home to their 
families in the month of September they are listed below so I ask each and every one of you please fight for all that is needed to keep this program 
funded and supported we cannot afford to let this program be eliminated or downsized. 
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Sept. 2, 2011 
SOLDIER MISSING FROM VIETNAM WAR IDENTIFIED 
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced that the remains a U.S. serviceman and 12 Vietnamese citizens, 
missing in action from the Vietnam War, have been identified and returned to their families for burial with full military honors. Army Master Sgt. 
Ralph J. Reno, 36, of Chicago, was buried on Sept. 8 in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C., along with 12 Vietnamese citizens. The 
remains representing the group will be buried together, in a single casket.  
 
Sept. 12, 2011 
SOLDIER MISSING FROM KOREAN WAR IDENTIFIED 
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office announced today that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from the 
Korean War, have been identified and returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Army Sgt. Lee D. Henry, Jr., 22, of Tyler, Texas, was 
buried Sept. 17 in his hometown. 
 
September 20, 2011 
AIRMEN MISSING IN ACTION FROM WWII IDENTIFIED 
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced that the remains of nine U.S. servicemen, missing in action from 
World War II, have been identified and were returned to their families for burial with full military honors. Army Air Forces 1st Lt. William J. 
Sarsfield, 25, of Philadelphia; 2nd Lt. Charles E. Trimingham, 23, of Salinas, Calif.; Tech. Sgt. Robert L. Christopherson, 21, of Blue Earth, Minn.; Tech. 
Sgt. Leonard A. Gionet, 30, of Shirley, Mass., was be buried as a group in a single casket on Sept. 21 in Arlington National Cemetery near 
Washington, D.C., along with remains representing previously identified crew members 2nd Lt. Herman H. Knott, 2nd Lt. Francis G. Peattie, Staff 
Sgt. Henry Garcia, Staff Sgt. Robert E. Griebel, and Staff Sgt. Pace P. Payne, who were individually buried in 1985. These nine airmen were ordered 
to carry out a bombing mission over Rabaul, Papau New Guinea (P.N.G.), in their B-17E Flying Fortress nicknamed Naughty but Nice, taking off from 
an airfield near Dobodura, P.N.G., on June 26, 1943. The aircraft was damaged by anti-aircraft fire and ultimately shot down by Japanese fighter 
aircraft. A tenth man, the navigator and only survivor of the crashτ2nd Lt. Jose L. Holguinτwas held as a prisoner of war until his release in 
September 1945. 
 
Of the 16 million Americans who served in World War II, more than 400,000 died. At the end of the war, the U.S. government was unable to 
recover and identify approximately 79,000 Americans. Today, more than 73,000 are unaccounted-for from the conflict. 
 
Sept. 21, 2011  
AIR FORCE PILOT MISSING FROM VIETNAM WAR IDENTIFIED  
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office announced that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from the Vietnam 
War, have been identified and were returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Air Force Maj. Bruce E. Lawrence, 25, of Easton Pa., 
was buried Sept. 24 in his hometown.  
 
Sept. 23, 2011  
MISSING VIETNAM WAR SOLIDER IDENTIFIED  
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office announced today that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from the 
Vietnam War, have been identified and will be returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Army Sgt. 1st Class William T. Brown, 24, of 
Lahabra, Calif., will be buried Sept. 26 in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C. On Nov. 3, 1969, Brown, two other American soldiers, 
and six Vietnamese soldiers were part of a Special Forces reconnaissance patrol operating in Quang Tri Province, near the Vietnam-Laos border. 
That afternoon the patrol was ambushed by enemy forces and all three Americans were wounded. Brown was reported to have suffered a gunshot 
wound to his side. Search and rescue teams were not able to reach the site until eight days later. At that time, due to enemy presence and poor 
weather conditions, they found military equipment but no other signs of the three men. Between 1993 and 2010, in an effort to pinpoint a possible 
ōǳǊƛŀƭ ǎƛǘŜΣ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Wƻƛƴǘ th²κaL! !ŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ όWt!/ύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƻΩǎ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ό[ΦtΦ5.R) and the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam (S.R.V.) conducted multiple interviews and re-interviews on nine different occasions in Quang Tri Province. 
Additionally, the L.P.D.R. and S.R.V. unilaterally investigated this case, but were unable to develop new leads. Among those interviewed by the joint 
teams were former Vietnamese militiamen who claimed that sometime in 1969 they ambushed three Americans in the area near the Laos-Vietnam 
border. In 2007, a Vietnamese citizen led investigators to human remains that he had discovered and buried near the site of the ambush. In 2008, 
.ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ¦Φ{Φ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳŜǎŜ ǘƛŜǎΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ 2010, joint teams 
excavated a hilltop area near Huong Lap Village and recovered additional human remains, and non-biological material evidence that indicated the 
identities of the three Americans. Among other forensic identification tools and circumstantial evidence, scientists from the JPAC and the Armed 
Forces DNA Identification Laboratory also used dental comparisons and mitochondrial DNA ς ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ Ŏƻǳǎƛƴτin the 
identification of the remains. 
  
Sept. 23, 2011  
SOLDIER MISSING FROM VIETNAM WAR IDENTIFIED  
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office announced that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from the Vietnam 
War, have been identified and was returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Army Specialist 4 Marvin F. Phillips, 20, of Palmer, 
Tenn., was buried Sept. 26 in his hometown.  
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Sept. 27, 2011 
AIRMAN MISSING FROM WWII IDENTIFIED 
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office announced today that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from World 
War II, have been identified and were returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Capt. Jennings H. Mease, 36, of Greenville, S.C., was 
be buried Sept. 30 in Salt Lake City. 
 
Sept. 27, 2011 
SOLDIER MISSING FROM KOREAN WAR IDENTIFIED 
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office announced today that the 
remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from the Korean War, have been identified and were be returned to his family for burial with full 
military honors. Army Cpl. Freeman Lindsey, 20, of Rockport, Ind., was buried Oct. 1 in Pulaski, Va. On Nov. 29, 1950, he was assigned to 31st 
Regimental Combat Team in North Korea.  
 
Sept. 30, 2011 
U.S. SOLDIER MIA FROM KOREAN WAR IDENTIFIED 
The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced today that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing in action from 
the Korean War, have been identified were returned to his family for burial with full military honors. Army Corporal Edward M. Pedregon, 20, of El 
Paso, Texas, will be buried on Oct. 5 in Arlington National Cemetery near Washington, D.C. A memorial service will also be held in San Elizario, 
Texas 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
Homer Kemper 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CCeerrtt iiff iieedd  NNaatt iioonnaall  RReeccrruuiitteerr  
  

ññDDiidd  yyoouu  aasskk  ssoommeeoonnee  ttoo  jjooiinn  ttooddaayy??    AAllll  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ttoo  ddoo  iiss  aasskk..    

AAllll  tthheeyy  ccaann  ddoo  iiss  ssaayy,,  YYEESS!!òò  
   

 
Comrades of the Pacific Areas, 
 
First, as always, I would like to say thank you for all you do for our 
nationôs Active Duty Personnel, Veterans, and families!  I hope you and 
your families are all doing well.  It is that time to have your sleeves 
rolled up and put on your war faces!   
 

New Associate Director of Membership 
 
There is a new Associate Director of Membership at the VFW National 
Headquarters.  Corey Cornett has taken on this task and 
responsibilities include: 
 
    - Administration, direction, and promotes a Post development and 
training program by developing new member acquisition techniques, 
training programs for new state recruiters to assist in the formation of 
new Posts or new member acquisitions. 
 
    - Assists in the development and presentation of a recruiter training 
program and curriculum for individual recruiters at the state level.  
Also, accountable for the Certified National Recruiters. 
 
    - Administers and develop membership and demographic analysis 
and reporting techniques to ensure the exploration and active 
discovery of areas of high membership opportunity through its 
research, mapping and targeted marketing. 
 
    - Develops new and update existing materials for the New Post, 
Recruiting and Membership Awards Programs to ensure relevance and 
success of these programs. 
 
    - Research and correspond verbally and by letter with VFW 
membership regarding problems, general membership information, 

and circumstances that arise, ensuring the timely response to all 
inquiries. 
 
    - Represent the National Organization at regional and state 
meetings as required. 
 

MEMSTATS 
 

Pacific Areas as of Friday, October 07, 2011 
 

    District 1:   92.78% 
    District 2:   94.49% 
    District 3:   83.47% 
    District 4:   90.33% 
    District 5:   88.18% 
    District 6:   98.28% 
    District 7:   95.22% 
    Department Total:  90.05% 
 

Lets see if we can get a 100% District by the 
Mid-Term Council of Administration! 
 
If you need any assistance or advice, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Stay the course!  Roll up your sleeves, put on your ñWar Faces,ò 

and keep recruiting!! 
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Good hunting! 
 
Yours in comradeship, 
Joseph F. Mortimer, Jr. 
Certified National Recruiter 
Department of Pacific Areas 
recdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org 

 

 
Synonymous with volunteerism and community service, 
membership in the VFW is a way for veterans to continue to make 
a difference. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt   SSuurrggeeoonn  
  

ññMMeeddiiccaallllyy  SSppeeaakkiinnggòò  
    

 
Comrades of the Pacific Areas, 
 
First, as always, thank you for your service to our nation and to the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.  This month, I am 
sending out the draft Department-wide Health Program (DHP) for your 
review and input.  I am also sending out the official survey to return 
back to me so I may get a snapshot look at how the Department is 
doing.  When you receive these, please take the time to provide input. 
 

POST / DISTRICT SURGEONS CONTACT INFORMATION 
 
I still need the contact information of our Post and District Surgeons, so 
I may communicate directly with them.  I am still missing a few and 
urge all District and Post Commanders to please provide me with their 
Surgeonôs names and e-mail addresses. 

 
TOGETHER WE CAN DO GREAT THINGS!  If you need any 
assistance or advice, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Be well! 
 
Yours in comradeship, 
Joseph F. Mortimer, Jr. 
Surgeon 
Department of Pacific Areas 
surgdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org 

 

ñNever go to a Doctor whose plants in the office have died.ò 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PPaacciiff iicc  AArreeaass  PPeenn  CChhaaiirrmmaann  
  

22001111--22001122  MMiidd--TTeerrmm  CCoommppeettiittiioonn  
   

 

ñWHY I AM PROUD TO SERVE OUR VETERANSò 
 
Comrades of the Pacific Areas, 
 
Only two more months to get your inputs in for the Mid-Term 
Competition of the Pacific Areas Pen Essay Writing Contest!  
Remember, completed essay and entry form must be received before 
01 December 2011! 
 

What is the Pacific Areas Pen? 
 
Conducted throughout the VFW Department of Pacific Areas (DPA), 
the Pacific Areas Pen (PAP) Essay Writing Contest competition is 
open to all VFW members in good standing of the Department of 
Pacific Areas and gives ALL VFW members an opportunity to write 
essays expressing their views on the VFW with the prospect of winning 
First, Second, or Third Place for their efforts.  Winning essays will be 
published in the Around the Pacific Newsletter. 
 
The Commander, Department of Pacific Areas chooses the theme.  
The contest entries are submitted directly to the DPA PAP Chairman.  
A judging committee will be formed at the DPA Mid-Term Council of 

Administration and winners for First, Second, and Third Place will be 
selected.  Winners will be announced and awards will be presented. 
 
The theme for this yearôs 2011-2012 Mid-Term Competition is ñWHY I 
AM PROUD TO SERVE OUR VETERANS.ò  The completed essay 
and entry form must be received by the PAP Chairman before 01 
December 2011.  See details on entry form on the next pages. 
 

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
CONTESTANTS! 

 
Yours in comradeship, 
Joseph F. Mortimer, Jr. 
Chairman 
Pacific Areas Pen Essay Writing Contest 
Department of Pacific Areas 
recdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org 

 

 

 

mailto:recdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
mailto:surgdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
mailto:recdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
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Clark Cemetery Committee Chairman 
 
 

 
                                                     VFW POST 2485 
                                                               ANGELES CITY, PHILIPPINES 

 

CLARK CEMETERY 2011 
 

VFW Post 2485 Clark Cemetery Report for September 2011 

 
Five local hire employees worked 882 man-hours maintaining the grounds of Clark Veterans Cemetery.  Peregrine Corporation, with assistance 
from Clark Development Corporation, maintains the outside area.   
 
Total cemetery expenses for September 2011 were $1,632.66.   
    
Burials and Ceremonies:   September 6   VFW Post 2485 conducted military burial honors for James W. Hein, MU2, USN.  (Clark) 

September 11  International School of Manila Boy Scout Troop Conducted 9/11 Terrorist Attack 10
th

 Anniversary 
                 Observance.   (Clark) 

September 15  VFW Post 2485 conducted military burial honors for Darl D. Hogan, MSGT, USMC.  (Clark) 
September 24 VFW Post 11447 conducted military burial honors for James R. Harman, ETCS, USN.  (Clark) 
September 27   VFW Post 2485 conducted military burial honors for Marciano M. Tapnio, MS1, USN.  (Clark) 

 
Donations:  Received $13,248 from member bequest. 

Received $0 from organizations. 
Received $152 from individuals. 
Received $550 from Grave Diggers memberships. 

 
As of 30 September 2011, Grave Digger membership stands at 1030, an increase of 22 from the previous month. 
 
New Grave Diggers:  
 
Tyrone Prowant Supporter 
Karin McKenna Supporter 
Nancy Davis VFW Post 1786 
McBride Jerril Supporter 
Patrick Roberts VFW Post 10216 
Carol J. Gatsche VFW Post 1786 
Richard Belling VFW Post 7564 
Jim Hapala VFW Post 7564  

Warren G. Booker    VFW Post 7686 
Bob Hendrickson    VFW Post 8639 
Art Napiwocki    VFW Post 1614 
Joe Schnitterbaum    VFW Post 8639 
Richard P. Malkovich VFW Post 11447 
Tariq I. Bhatty     Supporter 
Carter Urban     VFW Post 10216 
Ernest Lee     VFW Post 10216 

Steve Falls                    VFW Member 
Ron Colwell                  VFW Member 
Zarah Gine Schrauben       Supporter 
Maria Ruby Schrauben      Supporter 
Anne Maurice Schrauben  Supporter Supporter 
Karl Sydney Schrauben      Supporter Supporter

If you would like to receive a copy of this report, you can download it from the Post 2485 website at www.vfwpost2485.com.  
 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
 
John H. Gilbert 

 
 

 

DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  CCoommmmiitttteeee  RReeppoorrttss  
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Convention Book Chairman 
 

                     Department Convention Book 2012 
 

                            Commanders and Quartermasters  
Please Take Notice 

 
bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ {ǳōƛŎ .ŀȅ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘe Department 
convention and the Department convention book 2012.  
 
DƻƻŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ǎƻ ƛǘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ tƻǎǘΣ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻǊ tǳǇ ¢Ŝƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
convention book. Smart officers make the payment of the convention book a budget item so when iǘǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ  
 
.Ŝƭƻǿ ŀǊŜ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΥ 
 

1 page, color   $200.00 
½ page color     100.00  
1 page, b/w     100.00 
½ page, b/w       50.00 
Business cards                  10.00 
Booster ads         2.00 

 
Cheers, 
 
Bob Zaher 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 

PPaacciiffiicc  AArreeaass  

GGeenneerraall  AAnnnnoouunncceemmeennttss  

 

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS CLARK CEMETERY  
 

 
 
Clark Cemetery Maintenance Fund donations accepted to support the 

maintenance of this cemetery, which is completely dependent on individual and 
group donations.  VFW Post 2485, located in Angeles City, Philippines, is the 

caretaker of Clark Cemetery for the VFW Department of Pacific Areas and is in 

need of your help. 

 
http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery.htm 

  
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS GRAVE DIGGERS  

 
 

           
Become a member and support the Department of Pacific Areas Grave Diggers 

Program which is open to anyone who has a desire to support the Clark 

Cemetery.  To use our PDF "fill-able" application form log: 

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/grave_diggers.pdf 

 

    - Please mail your application and membership fee, as well as any future 
donations to: 

 
VFW Post 2485 

Attn:  Grave Diggers 

PSC 517, Box RC-V 
FPO AP 96517-1000 

 
If you make a donation or become a member of the Grave Diggers, we thank you 
very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster. 

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery.htm

