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Commander Darin Combs
Comrades,
I had the honor of escorting our Department Voice of Democracy winner in the parade of winners at
the Legislative Conference in Washington D.C. It was a wonderful experience. Our Department winner,
Jaydene Ermitanio was outstanding and won a $1,000 scholarship for her speech.
In addition to the VOD parade, the Department Commanders, Senior
Vice Commanders and Adjutants met with Commander in Chief Hamilton
separately. He hosted an open discussion with the Commanders about our
membership program where we had an opportunity to bring up any issues we had. I suggested, on
behalf of District II, that National consider a 3 or 5 year membership like other organizations have. It
was well received and would be considered.
I pointed out that of the Annual Memberships (New, Reinstate, and Continuous), Continuous
members are the most difficult to get to become members. For someone new, we simply tell them
of all the good things about the organization. For Reinstates, we explain what great things have been
done since they were last members. However, with the Continuous, they already know what the
organization is about and they know pretty much what is going on since they signed up or renewed a
matter of months prior. Since the big push is on Continuous, the VFW should give Recruiters credit for signing up a Continuous
member just like they do for New and Reinstates. The idea was well received but probably would not be put into affect this year. I
was asked about our Posts who are below 85% in membership. All Posts should be at 90% by now. If your Post is not, something
needs to be done.
Currently, the Department membership is a few points over 98%. Each elected and appointed officer should have at least 5
members recruited for the year. That isn’t too much to ask and I know many of you are very capable if you simply reach out and
recruit.
I hope everyone is planning to attend the Department Convention in June. The registration will be on the website soon. It is
going to be a great convention. If possible, take a day or two prior to or after the convention to enjoy some of the excursions that
have been arranged. It will be a great time for everyone.
Department of Pacific Areas

Page 1

Volume XVI – Number 08

TYPHOON

March 2013

As a reminder, the Outgoing Council of Administration (C of A) will have their international airfare (no inland travel
reimbursement) and hotel bill paid for by the Department. As always, the Incoming Council (which includes District Commanders)
will not have a paid trip until the December C of A. There are a few others that have a paid trips based upon awards or duties being
required at the Convention. If you are unsure, please email me. The following positions have their international airfare paid and 5
nights at the convention hotel: Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice Commander, Adjutant, Quartermaster, Judge
Advocate, Surgeon, Chaplain, Chief of Staff, Inspector, Service Officer, Audit Committee, and Current District Commanders. All-State
Commanders & Quartermasters have paid international airfares and awards banquet tickets, but not hotel. Individual award
winners as stated in Awards Program.
I really hope everyone attends the VIP Dinner where we will honor our guests from the Republic of China on Taiwan. We have
not held such a dinner in the past, but it is only right for us to do so since they always treat us well and even bring gifts.
I had the honor of installing Ulysses G. Buzzard Memorial Post 12130 in Cebu on 16 Feb. There was a great crowd that included
Ulysses G. Buzzard’s daughter. For your information, Buzzard was awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor for his service during
the Spanish Amercan War. He is buried in the Philippines.
PLEASE DON’T FORGET to place your Post, District, Individual, or Business advertisement in the Convention Book. The
Convention Book is our only fund raiser so PLEASE support it. Having this income prevents us from having to have raffles, sales of
merchandise, etc.
Finally, during the year, Commanders should have been tracking what has been accomplished in your programs. That will allow
you to identify what still needs to be done to qualify your Post/District for All State and All American honors. If you do not know
where you stand, you should. It is the Commander’s responsibility to verify all donations, submissions, etc, with the chairman of the
respective requirement and not assume everything is taken care of. Remember that donations must be on behalf of the
Post/District and not simply from an individual in the Post/District in order for it to meet the criteria.
If you have any questions, thoughts, or concerns, please email me at cdrdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org. Thanks for all that you do for
Veterans, their widows and their orphans.
YIC and Service,
Darin Combs
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Jr. Past Dept. Commander
Jim Oden
Comrades of the Pacific,

Have you made a difference today, yesterday, this week, this month?
Our Commanders over recent years have expressed the importance of keeping in touch with our local
community through the many different programs supported by the VFW. Whether it is youth programs, adopt a
unit, MAP functions, or just volunteering at a local hospital, we can make a difference.
We are veterans and it follows that fellow veterans are our first focus and priority, but we can and should do more in our local
communities. I know from reports given at Post, District and Department level that a great amount of assistance is provided to local
communities where we have VFW members. Thank you for your service in your local communities, humbly take pride in what you
do for your fellow veterans and others in your communities.
Our VA hospitals and communities are full of wounded warriors; organize a visit by your local post to bring cheer to these
heroes. There is a long road to full recovery for many of these service men and women. These volunteers are some of the finest
Department of Pacific Areas
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military members the US has ever known. We owe them our thanks for what they have endured and accomplished. Whenever you
meet an active duty service member, Thank them for their Service, we can do no less in recognizing their sacrifices.
Our year is fast approaching closure, have you and your post accomplished all the VFW programs and fulfilled all requirements
for All-State and All-American? Don’t wait until the last month to push for closure, be prepared, have a plan of action and follow
through. Making note of being prepared, have you prepared for your dependents when you pass away? Have you spoken with your
Post Service Officer and made sure that all documents required for your dependents to process claims are available? Many of us
think that tomorrow is good enough to get our affairs in order. Fate waits for no one, make sure that you have prepared for that
final tomorrow.
Make a difference in your community through your continued service as Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
Continue to have a great year!!
Yours in Comradeship,
Jim Oden

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Sr. Vice Commander
Shawn Watson
Comrades,
It’s March! What does that mean; well we are nearing the end of the VFW year. All programs have been
accomplished and turned in. Now is the time to take that last look for All State requirements and ensure that
you have completed everything. The deadline for All State is 31 March.
Membership is going very good this year. The Department is currently at 97.82%. We only need another 236 members for
100%. I know we are nearing the end of the year. But let’s make that last push to obtain 100% for the Department. Our
Department is ranked number 3 out of all the Departments in recruitment t railing Latin America and Europe. The leaders in
recruiting for our Department: Gasper Delise(143), Clif Wilsey(39), Larry Lyons(26), Alex Roese(21), Dennis Provencher(17), Shawn
Watson (17), Darin Combs (15), Robert Grant(14), Eric Larsen (14), Bill Wichmann(12), Brian Merenda (11), Richard Hagaman (10),
Pat Higgins (10), and Dave Teets (10). We have 10 Posts that are current at or above 100% and another 9 Post about 95%. That is
19 of the 27 Post in the Department that is about 95%. Thank you for doing an outstanding job not just for our Department but for
the VFW as well. We all know that the membership is a big part of our organization.
If you have any questions, let me know.
YIC and Service,
Shawn Watson

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Jr. Vice Commander
Bill “Bear” Hudson
Comrades,
We’re getting down to the final couple of months of CSR reporting for this term and I must say you all are
doing an excellent job. It is truly a pleasure to work with you on such an important activity. Keep up the good
work. Below is a listing of where we stand as of the date I submitted this report.

Post

Dist

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

Total

1

13

16

14

16

17

18

18

21

19

18

0

0

170

55

38

57

78

73

49

49

29

64

49

11

0

552

6

4

14

11

16

3

8

12

6

14

0

0

94

9612

25

26

49

71

81

37

46

75

74

2

0

0

486

8180

19

10

4

17

16

0

28

6

2

0

0

0

102

9985

16

14

15

11

12

9

13

7

3

4

1

0

105

10033

0

0

0

0

0

0

4

0

2

3

0

0

9

0

0

2

3

4

5

1

0

0

0

0

0

15

10216

11

6

5

7

8

1

11

7

5

13

1

0

75

10223

6

6

10

6

24

9

5

5

4

3

0

0

78

12109

7

3

3

4

4

5

5

1

3

2

0

0

37

10

8

7

7

6

6

11

8

6

6

0

0

75

4

4

39

30

1

4

5

7

1

1

0

0

96

9876

34

35

34

30

37

31

39

32

34

40

0

0

346

9951

20

28

38

49

35

54

42

25

28

27

0

0

346

6

7

16

17

50

61

50

62

40

80

0

0

389

2

11

20

11

10

9

6

6

6

9

0

0

90

11575

1

0

3

2

3

1

2

1

5

0

0

0

18

12074

16

21

25

35

30

18

23

17

21

21

2

0

229

1509

9

5

6

8

7

11

16

11

4

34

1

0

112

5

3

4

2

4

4

4

3

6

5

0

0

40

3457

33

11

14

24

19

18

9

11

1

0

0

0

140

124

17

4

10

10

5

15

8

8

5

10

0

0

92

23

23

25

34

36

36

48

50

47

56

0

0

378

69

73

75

97

74

94

89

81

84

133

0

0

869

11447

8

2

6

9

6

5

4

6

4

2

0

0

52

Total

415

358

495

589

578

503

544

491

474

532

9723
1054
9555

10215

727
9957

10217
10249

2917

2485
9892

2

3

4

5

6

7

16

0

4995

Reminder to the Posts to submit your various Post award nominations to me no NLT 20 May. The forms are found on the DPA
website home page-just click on DPA awards.
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*District Commanders will meet at Cebu on 9 June at the Convention Hotel Executive Lounge, 14 floor at 1200 to evaluate and
judge the nominations.
Feel free to contact me at jvcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org with any questions.
Bear
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Chief of Staff
Dick Keeley
Greetings Comrades,
This is probably the hardest thing I have recently had to do. Comrades, I must bid good-bye to you. I have
st
decided to return to the land of the big PX. I will be moving to Florida the 1 of April to be close to my daughter
and grand-children.
I want to thank all of you for the support you gave me during my years leading up to and including Department Commander and
Grand Commander. There is no doubt in my mind that the greatest people in the VFW are located right here in the Department o f
Pacific Areas. I will continue to keep my membership with Post 9612 and will work for the Pacific Areas. Comrades, you will always
be in my heart and mind and I will always be there to assist.
As always, if there is anything I can do to help you, please do not hesitate to contact me at:
pdckeeley@vfwdeptpacific.org
Yours in Comradeship,
Richard A. Keeley
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Adjutant
Ken Swierzewski
Greetings Comrades,
I recently sent out the first Monthly Post Activity Report that was received from National Headquarters
–
the report tracks your Post/District actions as related to All American status. If you have met the
requirements, there will be an X in that block. If you do not have an X, then you have not met the requirements according to the
National requirements. If you have any questions, then please contact the appropriate Department Chairman for clarification.
Next action coming up is the nomination and election of Post Officers for 2013-2014. Election reports should be submitted
starting in April. As soon as it is available, I will provide a link to the election report on the Dept Web site. I encourage you to make
sure that if you elect or appoint an Annual Member as a Post Officer please remind them to make sure that they renew their Post
Membership prior to 31 Dec. We had several Posts that had Officer’s removed because they did not pay their Annual dues.
I would also like to remind you to make sure that your Post GO is sent to me as soon as possible after the election. The Cebu
2013 Department Convention registration should be up before the end of the month, so please keep checking.
Yours in Comradeship,
Ken Swierzewski
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
Department of Pacific Areas
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Pete Callaghan

2012-13 POST AND DISTRICT AUDITS/POPPIES/QM BONDS

Comrades,
It was brought to my attention that I erred in giving out
the Department’s banking information with Navy Federal
Credit Union. For online transfers into our account, the
system needs the exact name on the account. I mistakenly
said that out name is: VFW Department of Pacific Areas. It is
actually VFW Dept of Pacific Areas. If “Department” is not
abbreviated, the transaction will not go through. Ah, modern
science; where would we be without it?
I have an idea to increase readership of our monthly
newsletter, the Typhoon. Our editor, Jim Malott, can pick a
different phrase every month taken from an article written by
any of the contributors. He can announce the phrase on the
last page, and the first reader to email Jim with the correct
page where the phrase is found will win a $25 gift certificate
to the VFW Store. The winner must be a member in good
standing of our Department, and can win only once every
calendar year.
Any variation of this would work, and Jim would be the
sole judge of the winning answer. The rules could vary every
month, perhaps being changed to the tenth correct answer or
some different number, but would be announced on the
same page that describes the contest.
The more informed our members are, the more likely
they are to become involved in keeping our Department
leading the way in recruitment, programs, and helping
veterans.

Yours in Comradeship,
Peter Callaghan

March 2013

12Sep

12Dec

13Mar

BUDDY
POPPIES
ORDERED
2012-13

QM BOND
ORDERED 201213

AUDITS
SUBMITTED

12Jun

124

X

727

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$9.00 / 3,000

1054

X

X

X

$406.00/3,500

$75.00 / 30,000

1509

X

X

X

$232.00/2,000

$100.00 / 40,000

2485

X

X

X

2917

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$60.00 / 20,000

3457

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$60.00 / 20,000

8180

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$36.00 / 12,000

9555

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$75.00 / 30,000

$116.00/1,000

$75.00 / 30,000

9723

X

X

$58.00/500

$75.00 / 30,000

9876

X

X

X

$290.00/2,500

$180.00 / 72,000

9892

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$12.00 / 4,000

9951

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$39/ 13,000
(unpaid)

9957

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$100.00 / 40,000

9985

X

X

$58.00/500

$24.00 / 8,000

10033

X

X

$58.00 / 500

$45.00 / 15,000

$58.00/500

$9.00 / 3,000

$27/ 9,000
(unpaid)

9612

X

10215

$250.00 /
100,000

10216

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$87.50 / 35,000

10217

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$15/5,000
(unpaid)

10223

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$30.00 / 10,000

10249

X

X

$58.00/500

$45.00 / 15,000

11447

X

X

$58.00/500

$9.00 / 3,000

$58.00/500

$45.00 / 15,000

X

$58.00/500

$45.00 / 15,000

X

$58.00/500

$9.00 / 3,000

X

11575
12074

X

12109

X

X

Dist I

X

X

$9.00 / 3,000

Dist II

X

X

Dist III

X

X

Dist IV

X

X

X

$9.00 / 3,000

Dist V

X

X

X

$96.00 / 32,000

Dist VI

X

X

X

$9.00 / 3,000

Dist VII

X

$9.00 / 3,000
$15.00 / 5,000

$30.00 / 10,000

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
Department of Pacific Areas
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Surgeon
Patrick “Doc” Higgins
Well Comrades, it is that time again, to give you some potentially life-saving information. MARCH is ColoRectal Cancer Awareness Month. My goal here is to raise your awareness about Colo-Rectal Cancer and give you
some ideas on how to protect yourself.
Of cancers that affect both men and women, colorectal cancer is the second leading cancer killer in the Nation. Colorectal
cancer affects all racial and ethnic groups and is most often found in people age 50 and older. If all men and women age 50 and
older were screened regularly, 6 out of 10 deaths from colorectal cancer could be prevented. Communities, health professionals,
and families can work together to encourage people to get screened.
Risk factors include smoking, having a family history of colorectal cancer, and being African American. How often you get
screened will depend on your risk for colorectal cancer. It will also depend on which screening test is used. Talk with your doctor.
There are different ways to test for colorectal cancer. Some tests are done every 1 to 2 years. Other tests are done every 5 to 10
years. Your doctor can help you decide which test is right for you and how often to get screened. Most people can stop getting
screened after age 75.
Screening is done on individuals who do not necessarily have any signs or symptoms that may indicate cancer. If symptoms
exist, then diagnostic workups are done rather than screening. Below are two tests recommended for colorectal cancer screening
(Stool Blood Test and Colonoscopy) and some general pros and cons for each:
First, is the Stool Blood Test and is used to find small amounts of hidden (occult) blood in the stool. A sample of stool is tested
for traces of blood. People having this test will receive a kit with instructions that explain how to take stool samples at home. The kit
is then sent to a lab for testing. If the test is positive, further tests will be done to pinpoint the exact cause of the bleeding. A rectal
exam in the doctor's office may examine for occult blood, but this is NOT considered adequate for colorectal cancer screening. The
test should only be done with a take-home kit.
PROS

CONS



Simple



Must be done yearly



Cost-effective



Least effective means of detecting cancer



Done at home



Viewed as unsanitary by some



Patient must retrieve samples of stool from the toilet bowl



All positive results MUST BE EVALUATED WITH A
COLONOSCOPY

Second is the Colonoscopy which allows for a complete evaluation of the colon and removal of potentially precancerous polyps.
It is the only colorectal cancer screening tool that is both diagnostic and therapeutic. A complete bowel cleansing is required before
the exam. The procedure uses a colonoscope, a tube with a light and video camera on the end, which allows the doctor to see the
entire colon. If a polyp is found, the doctor can remove it immediately. The polyp is usually removed with small biopsy forceps or
loop of wire (snare) that is advanced within a channel in the colonoscope. The polyp is then sent to the pathology lab for analysis. If
anything else looks abnormal, a biopsy might be done. To do this, biopsy forceps are placed in the colonoscope and a small piece of
tissue is removed. The tissue is sent to the lab for evaluation. This test is generally done with sedation and is well-tolerated. You will
be given medicine that is injected through a vein to make you feel relaxed and sleepy.
PROS


Examines the entire colon, making it the most thorough method for evaluating the colon and rectum



High detection rate for polyps, including small polyps, and ability to remove them immediately during the procedure

Department of Pacific Areas

Page 7

Volume XVI – Number 08

TYPHOON

March 2013



Done with intravenous sedation to assure comfort during the exam



Given the "Gold Standard" rating above all other screening options by: American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
(ASGE), American Gastroenterological Association (AGA), American College of Gastroenterology (ACG), the American Cancer
Society (ACS), and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG).
CONS



Requires a complete bowel prep the night before to cleanse the colon



Unexpected events or complications are rare, but do occur and may include:


Missing a lesion



Making a tear in the lining of the colon, which is called perforation



Bleeding



A bad reaction to the medication used for sedation

Everyone can take these healthy steps to help prevent colorectal cancer: Get screened starting at age 50, Quit smoking /stay
away from secondhand smoke and Get active and eat healthy.
Remember, people over age 50 are at highest risk for colorectal cancer. If you are age 50 or older, get tested regularly for
colorectal (“koh-loh-REK-tuhl”) cancer. All it takes is a visit to the doctor to have a special exam (called a screening). Thanks for
listening.
YIC,
“Doc” Higgins
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Inspector
Kevin Mitchell
Hello Comrades,
Hope everyone had a very enjoyable President’s Day holiday last month. We are quickly closing in on
another year and in the “Inspectors” world I am now missing only one Report. I have sent an email to the Post Commander of 10215
and I hope they will be able to schedule an inspection through their District Inspector shortly so I can report to Department
Commander Combs that we are 100% in our inspections. I remain available for any questions or assistance. We are hoping to have
this area closed so the Department can focus on the bigger issues we are facing. In closing, I am wishing everyone good health and
be safe in all you do. May God continue to bless you, your families, and the USA!!!
I remain Always, Yours in Comradeship,
Kevin E. Mitchell

Department of Pacific Areas

Page 8

Volume XVI – Number 08

TYPHOON

March 2013

POW/MIA Program Chairman
Rhett Webber

History of the POW//MIA Flag
In 1971, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife and member of the National League of Families, recognized the need for a symbol of
our POW/MIAs. Prompted by an article in the Jacksonville, Florida, TIMES-UNION, Mrs. Hoff contacted Norman Rivkees, Vice
President of Annin & Company which had made a banner for the newest member of the United Nations, the People’s Republic of
China (PRC), as a part of their policy to provide flags to all United Nations members states. Mrs. Hoff found Mr. Rivkees very
sympathetic to the POW/MIA issue, and he and an Annin advertising agency employee, designed a flag to represent our missing
men. Following League approval, the flags were manufactured for distribution.
On March 9, 1989, an official League flag that flew over the White House on National POW/MIA Recognition Day 1988 was
installed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda as a result of legislation passed overwhelmingly during the 100th Congress. In a demonstration
of bipartisan Congressional support, the leadership of both Houses hosted the installation ceremony.
The League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever displayed in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda where it will stand as a powerful symbol
of national commitment to America’s POW/MIAs until the fullest possible accounting has been achieved for U.S. personnel still
missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.
On August 10, 1990, the 101st Congress passed U.S. Public Law 101-355, which recognized the League’s POW/MIA flag and
designated it “as the symbol of our Nation’s concern and commitment to resolving as fully as possible the fates of Americans still
prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in Southeast Asia, thus ending the uncertainty for their families and the Nation”.
The importance of the League’s POW/MIA flag lies in its continued visibility, a constant reminder of the plight of America’s
POW/MIAs. Other than “Old Glory”, the League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever to fly over the White House, having been
displayed in this place of honor on National POW/MIA Recognition Day since 1982.
Passage by the 105th Congress of Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense Authorization Act required that the League’s POW/MIA flag
fly six days each year: Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, National POW/MIA Recognition Day and
Veterans Day. It must be displayed at the White House, the U.S. Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense and Veterans Affairs, the
headquarters of the Selective Service System, major military installations as designated by the Secretary of the Defense, all Federal
cemeteries and all offices of the U.S. Postal Service. In addition to the specific dates stipulated, the Department of Veterans Affairs
voluntarily displays our POW/MIA flag 24/7, and the National Vietnam Veterans, Korean War Veterans and World War II Memorials
were all recently required by Congress to display the POW/MIA flag daily, as do many State Capitols and other locations across the
country. For more on U.S. full accounting efforts, go to the Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office website, or the Joint POW/MIA
Accounting Command website.
NOTE: JPAC personnel are still in the Philippines, to search for Bataan Death March graves, but will also accept any data of
suspected, or known WW II , or veteran grave sites, of unaccounted and missing in action American POW’s and veterans. I have
emailed all veterans organizations in the Philippines!
Yours in Comradeship,
Rhett O. Webber
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
Department of Pacific Areas
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Judge Advocate
William Wichmann
Comrades, in the next few months it will be time to consider nominations and election of officers for both
Posts and Districts for 2013-14 term of office. So, in this months issue I will present questions and render answers
on some by-laws and parliamentary procedures concerning the forthcoming elections.

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
The following are questions with answers that may come up at nominations and election time:
Question: When do nominations commence and for how long?
Answer: Nominations for Posts normally shall start at the March meeting and end in April at election time. Districts may open
nominations in the meeting prior to their Convention and then continue at the annual Convention prior to elections.
Question: Does a member have to be at a meeting or Convention to be nominated?
Answer: No, if the comrade making the nomination of an absentee for any office presents to the Adjutant, in writing, the consent of
the member being nominated prior to the opening of nominations.
Question: If I’m nominated for office do I have the right to decline the position for which I was nominated?
Answer: Yes, any nominee may have the opportunity to decline the position for which he has been nominated before the close of
nominations.
Question: Who determines what form of elections shall be used?
Answer: The membership, at the March Post meeting prior to opening nominations, or governing body to a Convention shall decide
the form of election to use, unless By-Laws indicate the manner of elections. Normally, balloting for officers may be conducted by
open or written secret ballot. Another method of balloting that may be used is the poll system and preprinted ballots.
Question: If the Post decides at the March meeting to use the poll system with preprinted ballots, are nominations held open until
the April meeting?
Answer: No, in the poll system, nominations are closed at the March meeting. Then the Post shall determine certain procedures
used to conduct polling of the vote.
Question: What kinds of procedures are used in the poll system?
Answer: The Post may determine procedures such as date, time and where polling shall take place, who does the tallying and what
happens in case of a tie. A Notice and preprinted ballots shall be distributed to members in good standing within a reasonable time
prior to the date of voting. The notice shall contain the names of the candidates and a space for write-in candidates. There shall be
no absentee or proxy votes when the poll system is used. Also, the greater number of votes rule when using the poll system.
Question: What’s the difference between a majority vote and plurality vote?
Answer: A majority vote at election time is considered more than half of all votes actually cast. Whereas, a plurality vote means a
person having more votes than any other person is the winner. (Note: National By-Laws call for majority vote of all votes cast,
except where otherwise designated, shall be necessary to elect.)
Question: Who is eligible to vote at election time?
Answer: In Posts any member in good standing at the time of elections and at District Conventions those members in good standing
that are part of the governing body defined in the District and/or National By-Laws.
Question: When is a member considered to be in good standing to vote at elections?
Department of Pacific Areas
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Answer: Any Life members and a member who has paid his current annual dues to December 31 the year of elections is in good
standing, and shall cease to be in good standing on 1 January immediately following the year for which his dues were paid. (Note:
The policy on annual dues will change starting 2014, however not at the election held in 2013.)
Question: If I’m an elected two year House Committee member, can I be elected to another Post office?
Answer: Yes, as elected committee members are not considered Post Officers, so you may concurrently hold an elected Post office.
Question: What happens when more than two candidates are nominated and there is no majority vote realized?
Answer: You would drop the comrade with the lowest amount of votes and continue successive ballots until the election is made.
Question: If the final vote is deadlocked, how is it decided?
Answer: There are two ways to decide a tie which are as follows; 1) the units by-laws specify that in event of a tie vote, the
candidates or their nominator or designated representative shall determine the result by lot or coin, or 2) if the by-laws are silent, a
motion can be adopted in advance of vote stating in the event of a tie vote for a final choice, the candidates or their representatives
or nominator shall decide the result by lot, or toss of the coin. (Note: At conventions normally Rules of Order for the convention will
state the second choice and shall be voted at start of the convention.)
Question: What happens if the By-Laws are silent and no motion was made in advance of voting concerning a deadlock?
Answer: Pursuant to Demeter’s Manual the Chair can’t break a tie in elections, however, the Chair can call for unanimous consent
meaning everyone in the meeting or delegates to a convention must be in favor for the candidates or their representatives or
nominator to decide the election by lot, or toss of the coin. The Chair should normally ask if there is any objection to having the
method of deciding the election by lot, or toss of the coin. If there is one objection then a motion shall have to be made in advance
for the method of breaking a tie and then reelection at the current meeting or convention shall be held again.
Question: Who do I submit my grievances’ to as I want to challenge the Post elections for irregularities?
Answer: If irregularities are being claimed to the election to any office, such challenge shall be made in writing containing specific
details concerning the irregularities. The letter shall be signed by the challenger and forwarded to the District Commander, mailed
no later than three (3) days after the election. Remember, any complaint sent direct to National shall be returned via the chain of
command to the District Commander. (Refer: VFW By-Laws and Manual of Procedure, Section 109 – Right to Appeal .)
Question: What if I’m elected as an officer in the Post and can’t make the installation?
Answer: If you’re an officer-elect and absent for good reason you may be installed at any regular or special meeting prior to the
convening of the Department Convention. If not then installed, the office will automatically become vacant. Then after the
Department Convention the Post shall go through the election process to fill the position and if elected you would be installed.
As you can see from above comrades, there are a few questions that may come up during the course of nominations and voting
during election time, which can be answered by reviewing the various By-Laws at different levels of command, as well as consulting
Demeter’s Manual of Parliamentary Law and Procedure.
If you have any questions on the above Q and A or by-laws please contact me at advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
bill.wichman@msa.hinet.net and I will be ready to assist anyway I can. "God bless you comrades and God bless America."

or

THE JUDGE’S SAYING AT ELECTION TIME:

Yours in Comradeship,
Bill Wichmann
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
Department of Pacific Areas
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Convention Book Chairman
Robert Zaher

Convention Book 2013

Comrades,
The cut-off date for this year’s convention book is 28 May.
Please submit your District, Post and PT ads as soon as possible.
Here is the current price list:
1 page, color
½ page color
1 page, b/w
½ page, b/w
Business cards
Booster ads

$200.00
100.00
100.00
50.00
10.00
2.00

Rebates of 50% per ad start once your Post, District, or Pup Tent gets $500.00 worth of ads. Rebates of 50 cents per booster ad
begin after 35 names.
Besides the ads, captioned photographs of Post and District commanders in action with their unit members always enliven and
add spice to the convention book. Send in your best and we will do our best to include them in the book, though we cannot promise
to publish all photos submitted. Also, if you need any help designing your Post, District or Pup Tent ads, the convention book staff
can assist you in this regard. You can contact me at <bobzaher@gmail.com>
Bob Zaher
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

National Military Services Chairman
Ken Swierzewski
Greetings Commanders,
I am reiterating the requirements for donations to the NMS program in order to meet one of the
qualifying requirements for All American. In order to be eligible for All American Status, a Post must donate $100 to the NMSP. The
District is required to donate $250, and the Department must donate $500. Those are the minimum required donations. You can
go on line to VFW.org and make your donations on-line. Please remember if you are making a donation on behalf of your Post or
District, make sure that you follow the steps on the form so that the credit is correctly given. In addition, please send me a copy of
your receipt - this helps me make sure that the Posts and Districts in the Department have been given credit..
If you have any questions, please send me an email at mapdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org. If you have made any donation, did you
report it to the NMSP Chairman as required? If not, send me the information.

Yours in Comradeship,
Ken Swierzewski

Department of Pacific Areas
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Legacy Life Membership Chairman
Robert Zaher

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS
LEGACY PROGRAM
Commanders and Quartermasters Please Take Notice
The following comrades have signed-up in this year’s Department Legacy Life Membership Program. Your
Post will be receiving a dividend from the National HQ forever for these members who have made this
commitment.
Ronald Burrus
Edgar Tudor
Homer Kemper
John Istvan
Robert Woodruff
Thomas Elliott
Billy Haney
Michael Castro
Steven Gebhardt
John Gilbert
William ‘Bear’ Hudson

Donald Button
George Beck
Francis Hunter
Michael Lutman
Dennis Doty
Randell Himes
Lon Garwood
Gerald Kraus
Scott Simms
Ronnie Harvey
John Marshall

William Bradford
Robert Hines
Ricky Farris
William Hudson
Kenneth Swierzewski
William Bartlett
Thomas Burnett
Thomas Darkus
Jeffery Rowan
Larry Rader

Comrades, Your Department and Post thanks you for your support.
Cheers,
Bob Zaher

Department of Pacific Areas
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Americamism Chairman
Billy Quintero

62nd Anniversary of the Battle of Hill 180 Osan AB, Korea
As part of its Americanism Program, District III Korea participated in the 62nd Anniversary “Battle of Hill 180” Commemorative
Ceremony on 7 February 2013. This famous Korean War battle went down in history as “The Battle of Bayonet Hill” and is where
Colonel Lewis Millett led his company to victory. Because of their legendary feat on Hill 180, the 27th Infantry Regiment's Company
E, earned the nickname "Cold Steel Easy" and Millett earned the Medal of Honor. Post 10216 gains its name as “Colonel Lewis L.
Millett Hill 180 Memorial Post” from this very event. Department Senior Vice Commander Shawn Watson was the master of
ceremonies and Post 10216 Commander (and District III JVC) Ernie Lee laid a wreath on behalf of the VFW. See more on this
ceremony in this month’s issue of Around the Pacific.

Remembering
Tuskagee Airman General Daniel “Chappie” James, Jr.

February is the official “African-American Heritage Month” for the US military.
th
February 25 marks the anniversary of the death of Chappie James, one of our most
famous USAF Airman and the VFW recognizes the achievements of the first AfricanAmerican 4-star general. Chappie also had a long history in the Pacific areas. In
September 1949, General James went to the Philippines as flight leader for the 12th
Fighter-Bomber Squadron, 18th Fighter Wing, at Clark Field. In July 1950 he left for
th
Korea, where he flew 101 combat missions in F-51 and F-80 aircraft with the 18 FW.
In Korea he flew from Daegu, Pyongyang, Suwon, Chinhae, Pusan and airfields in
Japan. General James went to Ubon Royal Thai AFB, Thailand, in December 1966, as
Deputy Commander for Operations, 8th TFW, and in June 1967 was named Wing Vice
Commander. He flew 78 combat missions into North Vietnam, many in the
Hanoi/Haiphong area, and led a flight into the Bolo Mig sweep in which seven
Department of Pacific Areas
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Communist Mig 21s were destroyed, the highest total kill of any mission during the Vietnam War. He returned from this mission
with 56 holes in his F-4! With a military career spanning 35 years and 3 wars, General James flew 189 combat missions in the Korean
th
and Vietnam wars and ended his career Commander in Chief NORAD/ADCOM. On February 25 1978, just 3 weeks after retiring
from the USAF, Chappie James passed away at the age of 58. He was interned at Arlington National Cemetery. I view General
Chappie James as a great American and one of our greatest generals. May he rest in peace.
Billy Q Quintero
Americanism Chairm &
Keith Michael, Co-Chairman
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Legislative Committee Chairman
Robert Moses
Comrades of the Pacific,
VFW Commander In Chief John
Hamilton will testify before a joint
hearing of the Senate and House
Veterans Affairs Committees,
explaining the VFW'S Legislative Priority Goals for 2013.
The list includes the following:
VA Health care
VA Compensation and Benefits
Military Quality of Life
Education and Employment
Suicides & Homelessness

Auxiliaries. Please support today's veterans and military
members by taking an active role in the process to
ensure these priority goals are enacted. With all the
uncertainty surrounding veterans and military issues,
Commander Hamilton testimony is more important than
ever. Now is the time to ensure that our nation's
leaders know where we stand and they will be held
accountable more than ever for their actions on these
legislative priority goals.
House VA Committee Chairman Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Ranking
Member Michael Michaud (D-ME) introduced the Putting
Veterans Funding First Act of 2013. H.R. 813, strongly
supported by the VFW, would require congress to fund VA
discretionary accounts a year ahead of schedule. Currently
congress provides "Advanced Appropriations" for medical
care accounts only. The bill would provide funding for the
remainder of the budget up front making it easier for VA to
plan for investments, clams processing and construction
projects and give Congress a greater level of oversight on l
funding requests from year to year. VFW will continue to
advocate for the bill's passage.

Defense and homeland Security

Please monitor all legislation affecting veterans, key
legislation under consideration and to actively see how the
VFW lobbies Congress and the administration on all veterans
issues at VFW.org.

POW/MIA

Yours in Comradeship and Service,

These are the issues the VFW will be fighting for in the 113Th
Congress. These goal reflect the resolutions passed by the
VFW and are supported by our 2.1 million members and our

Robert Moses

Seamless Transition

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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National Home Chairman
Rhett Webber
“Small town America” is one way to describe the National Home’s campus of forty-two homes and many
support buildings. The idyllic and serene setting provides the perfect backdrop for children to grow and families
to heal. Since its founding, the National Home has grown from an old frame farm house to a sprawling campus
with playgrounds, park areas, and multiple buildings, including single-family homes, a community center and
gymnasium, child care facility, guest lodge, chapel and administrative offices.

Click the campus picture for a drive through tour.

Awaiting updated donation figures, as our Post’s and members have been donating monthly, during the 2012-13 term. I
appreciate our Post’s and members emailing me their donation data. Keep up the good work supporting our VFW National Home
for Children.

About VFW National Home for Children
The VFW National Home for Children serves as a living memorial to America's veterans by helping our nation's veteran and military
families. Since its founding in 1925, the VFW National Home for Children has grown from an old frame farm house, to a sprawling
campus with forty-two homes.
The National Home's services have evolved to meet the changing needs of America's military and veterans' families. Through
our national Helpline and our on-campus programs, we are able to help families and children through times of crisis, both here on
our campus and in their own communities nationwide. Life membership only costs $35.00 per member! www.HelpHopeHonor.us
Yours in Comradeship,
Rhett O. Webber
Department of Pacific Areas
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Clark Cemetery Committee Chairman
John Gilbert

VFW

POST 2485
ANGELES CITY, PHILIPPINES
CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY

This is the VFW Post 2485 Clark Veterans Cemetery Report for January 2013.
This is the VFW Post 2485 Clark Veterans Cemetery Report for February 2013.
Labor cost for our five local hire employees to maintain the grounds of Clark Veterans Cemetery was $1189. Peregrine Corporation
provides 24 hour security and, with assistance from Clark Development Corporation, maintains the outside area.
Total Cemetery expenses for February 2013 were $2618. This includes labor, normal maintenance operations, and the cleaning of an
additional 400 Headstones.
Burials, Ceremonies and VIP Visits:
February 4 … American Legion Post 10 provided military burial honors for Joseph F. Carvin, MSG, USA. (Clark)
February 8 … VFW Post 2485 provided military burial honors for David F. Donnon, SP5, USA. (Clark)
February 19 … VFW Post 2485 provided military burial honors for Robert L. Essary, AD3, USN. (Clark)
February 22 … VIP Tour of Clark Veterans Cemetery for a Congressional Delegation led by the Honorable Jeff Miller, Chairman,
Veterans Affairs Committee, U.S. House of Representatives. (Clark)
February 26 … VFW Post 2485 provided military burial honors for Donald M. McMahon, AT2, USN. (Clark)
Donations total: $729.

Received $0 from organizations.
Received $604 from individuals.
Received $125 from Grave Digger memberships
Donations for the Headstone Cleaning Project total $3056 thus far. This amount is sufficient to clean and
restore over 1500 Headstones, with 1200 cleaned to date.

As of 28 February 2013, Grave Digger membership stands at 1200, an increase of 5 from the previous month. New Grave Diggers:
The Honorable Jeff Miller
The Honorable Jo Bonner
The Honorable Michael Michaud
The Honorable Gus Bilirakis
The Honorable Tim Walz

U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. House of Representatives

If you would like to receive a copy of this report, you can download it from the VFW Post 2485 website at:
http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery_report.doc

Yours in Comradeship,
John H. Gilbert
Department of Pacific Areas
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VOD/Patriot Pen/Teacher’s Award Chairman
John (Pat) Clark
Greeting Comrades,
National has announced the winners of the VOD/PP awards
Our VOD our entry won a $1000 scholarship.
Jaydene Ermitanio, a sophomore at Marianas High School has been named a winner in the 2013 National Voice of Democracy
Program and recipient of the $1,000 The Commander-in-Chief Richard L. Eubank and 2010-2011 Department Commanders
Scholarship Award. Jaydene plans to have a career in something she loves to do, and is good at. She was sponsored by VFW Post
3457 in Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands (Department of Pacific Areas).
The Voice of Democracy program celebrated its 66th year with this year’s theme, “Is Our Constitution Still Relevant?” The first-place
winner, Danielle Hayes, sponsored by VFW Post 1205 and Ladies Auxiliary in San Francisco, Calif., received an all-expense-paid trip to
Washington, D.C., where she was presented with the T.C. Selman Memorial Scholarship Award in the amount of $30,000. The
second-place winner, Haley DeAndrea, sponsored by VFW Post 3182 and Ladies Auxiliary in North Bend, Ore., received the $16,000
Charles Kuralt Memorial Scholarship Award. The third-place winner, Sarah Hartland, sponsored by VFW Post 4042 and Ladies
Auxiliary in Bigfork, Mont., received the $10,000 VFW Scholarship Award. All other state winners received at least a $1,000 college
scholarship. Nearly 40,000 students participated in this year’s competition.
Our Patriot Pen entry came in 41st overall:
41st Place Matthias Schmidt a 7th grade student sponsored by VFW Post 727, Taichung, Taiwan (Department of Pacific Areas) will
receive the $500 Sanford-Springvale Memorial VFW Post 9935 Award.
In this, the eighteenth year of the program, there were fifty-four finalists, one from 51 participating Departments, and one each
from three of the VFW Departments overseas (Europe, Latin America/Caribbean, and Pacific Areas.) All participants will later receive
a citation signed by the Commander-in-Chief and Ladies Auxiliary President for participating.
The Patriot's Pen program is designed to foster patriotism by allowing students the opportunity to express their opinions on
democracy based on an annual theme, this year’s being, “What I Would Tell America’s Founding Fathers.” The first-place winner,
Mariessa McKenna, sponsored by VFW Post 8065 and Ladies Auxiliary in Bowie, Md., received an all-expense-paid trip to
Washington, D.C., where she received a $5,000 award. The second-place winner, Kirstee Dunlap, sponsored by VFW Post 9170 and
Ladies Auxiliary out of Beeville, Texas, will receive a $4,000 award. The third-place winner, Celia Dekeyser, sponsored by VFW Post
2245 in Grayslake, Ill., will receive a $3,500 award. A total of 104,000 students participated in this year’s competition.
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
John (Pat) Clark

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Department of Pacific Areas VFW University

Know Your Organization
A Venerable Organization
VFW traces its origins to 1899 when 13 SpanishAmerican War veterans convened in Columbus, Ohio. By 1914, this group had
merged with two other Spanish-American/Philippines War veterans organizations to become known collectively as the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. VFW’s supreme governing body is the national convention. Each August, thousands of VFW members vote as
registered delegates, determining policy by adopting resolutions and making important business decisions.
VFW’s National Headquarters is located in Kansas City, Mo., where the organization’s administration and programs-related efforts
are coordinated. Issue-oriented activities are developed and implemented in VFW’s Washington Office in the nation’s capital.
VFW Affiliated Organizations
Joining VFW to accomplish its mission are the Ladies Auxiliary (with its headquarters co-located at VFW National Headquarters);
the Men’s Auxiliary, of which there are 1,007 units; the VFW Foundation in Kansas City, Mo. (see p. 30 for more information); and
the Military Order of the Cootie, composed of VFW members dedicated to assisting hospitalized veterans.
Non-Profit Status
VFW is a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)(19) of the Internal Revenue Service Code and contributions are deductible
under section 170(c).
You’ve most likely heard of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The initials “VFW” are emblazoned on many of our 8,000 Posts worldwide.
We are the nation’s oldest major veterans group, and we’ve been a part of the country’s social fabric for 110 years.
We are an organization of more than 1.6 million veterans who have served overseas in war zones or areas demanding arduous duty,
including those in Afghanistan and Iraq.
What you may not know about us is our continuing commitment to country and community. Our mission extends to those troops
serving overseas today and their families waiting back home.
VFW’s four main objectives—preserving and extending veterans rights, advocating a strong national defense, promoting patriotism
and serving local communities—are the core of our existence.
These four goals are best illustrated by:
 Lobbying Congress on behalf of veterans through VFW’s National Legislative Service, and monitoring care and seeking
assistancethrough VFW’s National Veterans Service. Both functions are especially critical as the number of wounded from
the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars have grown.
 Keeping a close eye on overseas troop deployments and the Pentagon’s budget through VFW’s National Security and
Foreign Affairs section.
 Educating schoolchildren with the help of VFW members through VFW’s Programs and Publications departments.
 Serving communities at the local level, such as VFW post (chapter) members assisting the families of deployed troops, as
well as maintaining post relief funds to help the needy.
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E-Benefits – Online Service for You!
What is eBenefits?
eBenefits is a joint VA/DoD web portal that provides resources and self-service capabilities to Veterans, Service members, and their
families to research, access and manage their VA and military benefits and personal information. eBenefits uses secure credentials
to allow access to personal information and gives users the ability to perform numerous self-service functions. It also provides a list
of links to other sites that provide information about military and Veteran benefits. It is an essential way for Veterans, Service
members, and their families to receive access to and service from VA and DoD.

What can I do in eBenefits?
Some of the features within eBenefits allow Veterans and Service members to access oﬃcial military personnel documents, view the
status of their disability compensation claim, transfer entitlement of Post-9/11 GI Bill to eligible dependents (Service members only),
and register for and update direct deposit information for certain benefits. For a full list of features, see the reverse side of this fact
sheet. New features are being added regularly.

How do I access eBenefits?
eBenefits is located at www.ebenefi ts.va.gov. Before you are able to use the system you must register for an eBenefits account. You
can choose from two levels of registration, Basic and Premium. To be able to register for an eBenefits account, you must be listed in
the Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS) and first obtain a DoD Self Service (DS) Logon. Note: If you attempt to
register and are informed you have no DEERS record, VA will first need to verify your military service and add you to DEERS. This is
most likely for Veterans who served prior to 1982. Individuals should contact a VA Regional Oﬃce for assistance in being added to
DEERS.

What is a DS Logon?
A DS Logon is a secure identity (username and password) that is used by various DoD and VA websites, including eBenefits. If you are
already registered in DEERS, you are eligible for a DS Logon. Once you have a DS Logon, it’s valid for the rest of your life.

How do I register for an eBenefits account?
You can register for an eBenefits account online using the eBenefits DS Logon Account Registration Wizard. There are two types of
registration, Basic and Premium. You will be walked through a series of questions to assist you in obtaining a Premium eBenefits
Account, which gives you the highest level of access to eBenefits features. With a Premium Account you can view personal data
about yourself in VA and DoD systems, apply for benefits online, check the status of your claims, update your address records, and
more. To get a Premium eBenefits Account, you must verify your identity. Many people will be able to verify their identity online by
answering a few security questions. Service members may verify their identity online by using their Common Access Card. Military
retirees may verify their identity online using their Defense Finance and Accounting Service (DFAS) Logon. For those unable to verify
their identity online, you will instantly receive a Basic Account. A Basic eBenefits Account lets you customize the site and access
information you enter into eBenefits yourself; however, you cannot see your personal information in VA or DoD systems. However,
there are other options available to you. Veterans in receipt of VA benefits via direct deposit may have their identity verified by
calling 1-800-827-1000 and selecting option 7. My HealtheVet users may use their secure My HealtheVet identity to obtain an
eBenefits account. Others may need to visit a VA Regional Oﬃce or TriCare Service Center to have their identities verified in person.

eBenefits Fact Sheet
If you are a Veteran:
• Use the eLearning Center for the online transition assistance program and more
• Check Post-9/11 GI Bill enrollment status
• Use the VetSuccess employment search
• View DoD TRICARE health insurance
• Sign up for Veterans' Group Life Insurance (VGLI) (Time limits apply)
• Apply for Veterans benefits online (VONAPP)
Department of Pacific Areas
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• Search for an accredited representative or organization
• Use the Benefits Explorer tool
• Apply for or modify your dependency benefits
• Utilize a fast track claims processing system for Vietnam Veterans
• Conduct a health benefits eligibility check
• Order medical equipment such as hearing aid batteries and prosthetic socks
• Check on your appeal status
• Check on your compensation and pension claims status
• Check on your specially adapted housing grant application and claim status
• Generate a VA home loan certificate of eligibility
• Obtain official military personnel documents such as DD Form 214
• Register for and update direct deposit information for certain benefits

If you are a Service member:
• Use the eLearning Center for the online transition assistance program and more
• Transfer Post-9/11 education benefits
• View DoD TRICARE health insurance
• View DoD TRICARE reserve select
• Sign up for Service member out-of-pocket medical expenses (CCD)
• View Service members' Group Life Insurance (SGLI) elections
• Apply for Veterans benefits online (VONAPP)
• Use the Benefits Explorer tool
• Conduct a health benefits eligibility check
• Update Service member civilian employment information
• View Service member personnel information
• Check on your specially adapted housing grant application and claim status
• Generate a VA home loan certificate of eligibility

If you are a Family Member of a Veteran or Service member:
• Use the eLearning Center to get important health information
• Use the Benefits Explorer tool
• View Post-9/11 GI Bill enrollment status
• Check your VA payment history
For More Information visit www.ebenefits.va.gov

SCHOOL IS RECESSED
UNTIL
th
APRIL 10
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Convention Chairman
Larry Lyons
Greeting Comrades,
We are currently down to 96 days as I write this Typhoon input till we meet in Cebu for our 2013 Convention.
Our Convention Team stands ready to make this your Vacation/Convention one of the best ever. All the info has been sent to
Adjutant Ken in which he will forward to Webmaster Bernie to set up the Web Registration page on our DPA Web Site.
Listed on the web site and has already been sent out to all DPA Officers, District, Post Commanders and their Adjutants are the
tours or “Side trips” we are offering for this convention. Please take a look at these the more people we have going make the trips
cheaper for everyone. The close-out date to sign-up for these is 15 May. I will then contact you to and let you know what the final
price is then let you know how to pay. For these costs will not be included on your bill at the Registration table. This is because the
tours/trips are before the registration table opens you will have to pay prior to going to Cebu.
Start digging through your closets looking for that “Ugly Hawaiian Shirt” that you only wore once on Father’s Day, because at
the VFW/MOC Social Outing besides the Auction, Pig Roast and all the other funs stuff we will do that day we will have an “Ugly
Hawaiian Shirt Contest” with a cash prize. My understanding is that District Commander George Beck and Chaplain Joe Mortimer are
true contenders.
Also it is with great enthusiasm that we will have PDC/PGC Dave Teets joining us and he has agreed to be the Auctioneer. With
Joe Mortimer PCSing to Californian we currently are not sure who would be available to run it next year so my little nephew from La
Union, Sonny Dozier will be assisting Dave with OJT for those who forgot that ‘s “On the Job Training.” for the following years to
come! Sorry nephew forgot to tell you this was a lifelong job!
At the “Opening Ceremonies” we have added a little twist similar to how they are done at National; we will have a local
Philippine JR ROTC posting the colors. I would like remind you all that your wives or significant others are also invited to attend the
opening ceremonies that will take place on 10 June.
The registration page will also have a lot more info and choices to choose from this year like, smoking or non-smoking rooms,
handicap accessibility, the layout/styles of rooms to choose from, menus of all the meals etc.
This was all made possible by your comments on the Convention Survey, you have spoken and we have listen! See ya in Cebu!

Yours in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
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Cebu’s Vacation/Convention
Side Trips
“Island Hopping”

Saturday 8 June 2013
To sign up email Larry Lyons at: PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org
(Dollar /Peso rate rated at 40 to 1)

Sign up deadline is 15 May 2013
Island Hopping Tour w/ Lunch
Php 3400 net with taxes / person (5- 9 pax): $85.00 per person
Php 2650 net /person ( 10-14 pax ): $66.25 per person
Php 2350 net/ person ( 20-25 pax ): $58.75 per person
Inclusions :

Roundtrip hotel transfers
Boat ride
Snorkeling sets
Seafood lunch mixed with barbecue & (drinks not included)
Applicable entrance fees
Services of an English Speaking Guide
Cold bottled water on board
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0800 hr
0845 hr
0900 hr
0945 hr
1100 hr
1130 hr
1200 hr
1400 hr
1500 hr
1600 hr

TYPHOON

March 2013

Hotel Departure
Mactan Island Jetty Port, Board the outrigger banca
Leave for Hilutungan Island (coral sanctuary)
Arrive/Snorkeling, fish feeding, swim
Proceed to Nalusuan Island
Arrive/Drop, anchor for lunch
Lunch / Relax / continue swimming
Return to Hotel passing Sulpa Island (untouched Island)
Arrive Mactan Island proceed to hotel
Arrival

Tour description: The adventure begins at 9:00am when your tour guide escorts you to board the outrigger
banca from the designated jetty. Cruise along the waters of the Mactan Channel and swing around Nalusuan,
Sulpa and Hilutungan Islands. Drop anchor at Hilutungan Island for swimming, snorkeling and enjoys
underwater attraction before moving on for a delicious Picnic lunch at Nalusuan Island.

DPA Cebu 2013
VFW & MOC Social Outing & Annual MOC Auction

th

When: June 9 2013
What time: Pool opens at 11:00AM
Auction/Games to start at 1400hrs
Pig Roast Buffet at 1630hrs

Where:

Everyone is
Invited !!!!

Sand Trap Sports Bar & Restaurant

Transportation: Your own taxi (costs less than 200P); Taxi can sit 3 adults comfortably
Cost: Adult, $20.00, Kids 7-12 $10.00, 6 and under are free
Note: Each ticket also receives two sodas or 2 beers or 2 local drinks. After you are finished with those you will receive 20% off for
Happy Hours !
Other games: Ugliest Hawaiian Shirt Contest, Egg Toss, Limbo Contest: 1,000 Peso Cash Prizes for each of the winners
For those who don’t eat Pork, on the buffet line will also be Fried Chicken, Stir Fried Beef & Onions along with noodles, rice and
potato salad
Give this address to your Taxi Driver:
Sand Trap
Paseo Saturnino (Ma. Luisa Rd) | Banilad, Cebu
Telephone: 0063 32 3440063
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Cebu’s Vacation/Convention
“Twin City Tour”
Friday 7 June 2013
Golf at Alta Vista Golf & Country Club

Php 6550 net/ person ( 5-9 pax): $163.75
Php 6440 net / person ( 10-14 pax ): $161.00
Php 6300 net/ person ( 20-25 pax ): $157.50
Inclusions :
roundtrip hotel transfers
green fee
caddie fee
golf cart (individual)
English Speaking Guide

To sign up email Larry Lyons at: PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org
Sign up deadline is 15 May 2013
Tour Itinerary:

0600 hr Leave from the hotel
0645 hr Arrive / Register
0800 hr Tee off
1130 hr Head Back to Parklane Hotel
1245 hr Arrive
Tour Description: Alta Vista Golf & Country Club is a short, challenging, mountainous course with rolling
terrain and narrow fairways.The views are stunning ,standing on the course, you can see, the breathtaking
view of the neighboring islands of Cebu and the bay. Golf Cart and dress code are required.
Optional/Rental (direct payment)
Golf set = Php 500
Golf shoes = Php 500
Note: all rates are commissionable to you by 10%.
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Cebu’s Vacation/Convention
“Twin City Tour”
Friday 7 June 2013
Saturday 8 June 2013

Dollar /Peso rate rated at 40 to 1
Twin City Tour Cebu and Mactan Island W/ lunch at Filipino Restaurant (Lighthouse)
Php 2900 net with taxes / person (5- 9 pax): $72.50 per person
Php 2600 net/ person (10-14 pax): $65.00 per person
Php 2100 net/ person (20-25 pax): $52.50 per person
Inclusions: Air- conditioned van / coaster / bus / English Speaking Tour Guide / Cold bottled water on board /
Lunch / Applicable entrance fees
To sign up email Larry Lyons at: PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org
Sign up deadline is 15 May 2013
Tour Itinerary:

0900 hr
0915 hr
0945 hr
1000 hr
1030 hr
1100 hr
1130 hr
1230 hr
1400 hr
1445 hr
1530 hr
1630 hr
1730 hr

Leave from the hotel
Taoist Temple
Heritage Monument
Casa Gorordo Museum
Fort San Pedro
Magellan’s Cross
Basilica Del Sto Nino
Lunch at Lighthouse Restaurant (drinks ordered not included)
Proceed with the tour proper
Guitar Factory
Lapu- Lapu Monument, Magellan's Shrine, Souvenir Shopping
Depart for the hotel
arrive back at Parklane Hotel

Tour Description: Discover Cebu City, the oldest city in the Philippines and sample its rich culture reminiscent of Spanish and
Chinese Influence. Drive through scenic Beverly Hills where the impressive Taoist Temple lords over the whole mountainside, then
visit Fort San Pedro, the smallest and oldest tri-bastion fort in the country. Rediscover Magellan's Cross and the site where the
Portuguese explorer, Ferdinand Magellan, planted a cross In 1521, on the very spot where the first Filipinos were baptized. Relive
the religious fervor of the early Christians Filipinos at the Basilica Minore del Sto Nino which houses the oldest religious relic in the
Philippines and Cebu's patron saint. Then, experience past colonial lifestyle through the splendor of Casa Gorodo Museum, once the
residence of the Filipino Bishop of Cebu. Watch the Cebuano make the best guitars in the Philippines with the use of skillful hand
and artistic eye and take home the experience with you as you go shopping and souvenir items.
Department of Pacific Areas
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Editor
James Malott
Publication Schedule
Typhoon: Monthly on the 10th, except December and June. Inputs are due by the 5th.
th

Around the Pacific: On the 20 of July, September, November, January, March, May. Inputs are due by the 15th.

IMPORTANT! In order to maintain reasonable size of our newsletter I ask that whenever possible for articles be
no longer than one page. . I also request you use Calbri font, size 10 in a MS Word document sent to me as an attachment.
Please send all articles to my Department email address: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org. Sending them to my Hotmail just
increases the chances of being left out. I try to keep track, but it is better to use the official email address. NOTE: If you think your
input will be late please notify me in advance of the due date.
Thank you for your support for of our newsletters, our Department and the VFW.
Yours in Comradeship,
James D. Malott

Photograph of the Month
National Security Requirement for Background Checks?

VFW Lincoln Post 1483 puts their feelings on national security up front!
Department of Pacific Areas
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General Announcements
DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS CLARK CEMETERY

March 2013

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING AND APPLICATION PROCESSING
Membership Card from the VFW National Headquarters with full membership
benefits.

“It’s not what you paid to be a member;
it is what you paid to be eligible.”
VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP

Legacy Life Member levels (left to right) are Gold, Silver, and Bronze.
Clark Cemetery Maintenance Fund donations accepted to support the
maintenance of this cemetery, which is completely dependent on individual and
group donations. VFW Post 2485, located in Angeles City, Philippines, is the
caretaker of Clark Cemetery for the VFW Department of Pacific Areas and is in
need of your help. http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery.htm

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS GRAVE DIGGERS
Become
a
member
and
support
the
Depart
ment of
Pacific Areas Grave Diggers Program which is open to anyone who has a desire
to support the Clark Cemetery. To use our PDF "fill-able" application form log:
http://www.vfwpost2485.com/grave_diggers.pdf
- Please mail your application and membership fee, as well as any future
donations to:
VFW Post 2485
Attn: Grave Diggers
PSC 517, Box RC-V
FPO AP 96517-1000
If you make a donation or become a member of the Grave Diggers, we thank you
very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

Membership Information

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE
Are you a member in good standing? Look at your membership card. If it is
about to expire, renew it today or better yet, go LIFE MEMBERSHIP and save
money over time. It’s never too late to switch to a Life Membership and you
never have to worry about rate increases or remembering to renew! Log onto:

VFW Life Members can now take the next step in ensuring veterans a better
tomorrow by becoming a Legacy Life Member today. Be remembered for your
service as a veteran and VFW member. It’s easy to get started. Choose from
Gold, Silver or Bronze, each with its own prestigious benefits.

Gold $1,200, Silver $800, Bronze $400
For more information logon to:

http://emem.vfw.org/

Membership is the future of our organization. All comrades should be willing
assist with a membership growth and/or help the post in whatever needs to be
done. When you are submitting an application for membership for a
perspective new member, it is important to ensure you have it completed
properly so as not to delay the processing. At the next Post Monthly General
Business Meeting, the applications will be reviewed for completeness and voted
on before submission to the VFW National Headquarters. To ensure no delays in
processing:
- Ensure you complete the application fully,
- Include proof of eligibility,
- Payment in the form of a check, money order, credit card, or cash for either
Life Membership or Annual Membership. (Checks and money orders will be
made out to “VFW Post ________.”) Temporary membership is then granted to
attend VFW Meetings and events with the Post until such time as the newly
recruited Comrade receives their VFW

VFW Cootie Corner Announcements

PACIFIC AREAS PADDY DADDY PROGRAM
M.O.C. Grand of the Pacific is asking you to help support the Paddy Daddy
Program. Applications are available online on the VFW Department of Pacific
Areas website. The Paddy Daddy Application for signing up Comrades, Cooties,
Friends, Family, and yes, even your Pets can be signed up!
Please fill out as many applications as you like for a very good cause. The VFW
National Home Special Project is the recipient of the proceeds from our very
own program in the Pacific Areas. Send the application to me along with a check
made out to “Ee CHI GAE Pup Tent #2, in the amount of US$25.00, and I will
promptly prepare your Certificate, Card and Pin and mail them to you. If you
have any questions please do not hesitate to e-mail bthaney@vfw10223.org.

http://emem.vfw.org/
Yours in Comradeship & L.O.T.C.S.,

Billy Haney, Pup Tent #2
Military Order of the Cootie
Paddy Daddy Chairman
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