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Commander Shawn Watson

Comrades,
I would like to congratulate the All State Posts and Districts for the 2013-2014 year. I wish
them all luck on reaching the goals of All American. They are:
Districts
VI and VII

Posts
8180, 10216, 10217, 10249, 2917, 3457,
2485 and 11447

The last three years have been a privilege to in the top three chairs for this Department. I would like to
express my gratitude and thanks for allowing me to serve as the Department of Pacific Areas Commander. We
are on our way to becoming an All American Department for the third year in a row. This is truly getting “Back to
the Basics”. Thank you very much for everything that you have done and everything that you continue to do!
As a reminder the website has been updated for the Department Convention in Pattaya, Thailand. If you
have not signed up yet, what are you waiting for! For those that have a paid trip, the Department will pay up to
$100 for in land travel, this is the total for round trip not each way. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone there.
Again Thank You for your trust, confidence and Comradeship in allowing me to serve as your Department
Commander!

Yours in Comradeship,
Shawn Watson

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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VFW MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FUNDS FIRST EVENT IN JAPAN
Tuesday, May 6, 2014 - Courtesy VFW website
Welcome home to the
USS George Washington
As a Navy veteran with over 23 years of service,
Jon Way wanted to do something special for his
fellow Sailors who were returning home on the
USS George Washington.
Together with other members of his Post—VFW
Post 1054 in Yokosuka, Japan—USO, MWR,
and the George Washington’s home guard,
Comrade Way worked to coordinate a welcome
home fit for heroes.
Held on December 5, 2013, in front of the USO
building in Yokosuka, Japan, the event drew a
crowd of more than 500 people, including active
duty military and their families, as well as
veterans and other community members.
A VFW Military Assistance Program grant
provided food and drinks, and VFW members
were on hand to answer questions and educate Sailors return to Yokosuka, Japan, aboard the USS George Washington
active duty service members on what the VFW
has to offer them. “Our Post does a lot in the community, and Post funds are tight,” said Way. “None of this
would have been possible without the grant from the VFW.”
Fourteen volunteers assisted Way on the day of, including six fellow VFW Post 1054 members, four USO staff
members, four representatives from local colleges, and several veterans who shared the VFW’s work. Way is
proud of the turnout and is urging others to support this worthwhile cause.
“Give what you can … whether it be money or a little bit of your time,” said Way. “Every little bit helps.”
Way is also excited to say that he was part of the first event in Japan to be funded by a grant of this kind.
“The reactions from guests were all positive!” said Way. “And everyone was excited to learn more about the
VFW. Many didn’t know they could even join. Most of those same people left as members. It was a good day.”
******************

Comrades many of our Posts can participate in the MAP Program to hold events like Post
1054. District III Posts have been having MAP events for years and so can you.
Start the 2014-15 VFW year right planning a MAP activity for the military in your area.
Contact MAP Chairman Ken Swierzewski for information and assistance.
-

Typhoon Editor

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Junior Past Department Commander Darin Combs
Comrades,
Post and District Commanders, you should be wrapping things up in order to set your
incoming Commander up for success. Make sure your Reserve Dues balance out and
are ready to be transferred by the Quartermaster, verifying you are in good shape when it
comes to turning in your audits and so on.
At the time of this writing, the Department is only 105 from 100% in membership. We are almost there.
st
Let’s not stop now. Let’s try to have 100% knocked out by May 1 . That shouldn’t be too difficult for us since
we traditionally grow at a faster rate at the end of the year.
I would like to challenge every Post and District Officer to have and wear a VFW cap at the meetings. I
know most of you have a cap, but there are many who do not. Let’s not only get caps to wear, but learn how to
wear and hold them during prayers. The VFW Cross of Malta should be showing to those looking at you and it
should be aligned over your heart. Many of us get sloppy and it is time to look sharp as we get “back to the
basics”.
Also, let’s pay particular attention on how we treat the alter area (where the flags, Bible, alter cloth lie).
We are not to reach over it or, if on a separate table, not to go between the Commander’s position and the table.
Also, be sure you have a place for the POW/MIA seat. Little things like this help make your post not just good
but GREAT.
If you need any help or have any suggestions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. You may email me
at: jpdcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org. Thanks for all that you do for Veterans, their widows, and their orphans. Post
and District Commanders, you should be wrapping things up in order to set your incoming Commander up for
success. Make sure your Reserve Dues balance out and are ready to be transferred by the Quartermaster,
verifying you are in good shape when it comes to turning in your audits and so on.
At the time of this writing, the Department is only 11 members away from 100% in membership. We will
no doubt make it to 100%. Thanks for all of your hard work in recruiting and re-recruiting (getting your
Continuous to renew). Keep in mind that we are now on a subscription based membership. In the past, all
annual dues were to be repaid by the end of December each year. Now, annual dues are to be repaid on the
members sign up anniversary date. So it is possible for your membership numbers to go down during the year.
Something to watch out for… National is trying to make the program as easy as possible to manage. I am
hoping to convince National to go for a 3 or 5 year membership as was suggested in the past Comrades from
our very own department. We will see how that goes.
It has been an honor for me to serve the department over the last 4 years in the Top 3 chairs and this
year as the Junior Past Department Commander. I have been asked and have accepted to serve as the
Department Adjutant for 2014-2015. I have big shoes to fill, but will do my very best to serve in any way asked.
I really appreciate all of you and your service to our great organization as well as your service to our Veterans,
Widows and Orphans.
If you need any help or have any suggestions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
You may email me at: jpdcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org. Thanks for all that you do for Veterans, their widows, and
their orphans.

YIC and Service,
Darin Combs

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Sr. Vice Commander “Bear” Hudson
Comrades,
As discussed before, membership is so important to the VFW and in that
context, am pleased to announce that as of this writing, Department of the Pacific
Areas is leading the VFW in membership at 99.9%. We are so close to reaching 100%-keep it going.
Please keep working on recruitment, as membership is the key to being able to provide greater support to
our Veterans, active duty, families, widows & orphans. The larger membership allows your VFW to provide
maximum impact to our government/congress in order to attain better support for our veterans. In that regard,
am pleased to announce Posts that have now reached or exceeded 100%. They include from:
District 3 - Posts 8180, 9985 &10216
District 5 - Posts 10217, 10249, 11575 & 12074
District 6 - Posts 2917 & 3475
District 7 (All Posts reached 100%) – Posts 124, 2485, 9892, 11447 & 12130 (over 200%)
Two Districts reached 100% - District 6 & District 7
Great job!
There was some strong recruiting accomplished. Kudos to the caring recruiters! Top recruiters thus far are:
Gasper Delise 233, James Bosch 136, Cliff Wilsey 70, Larry Lyons 39, Dan Delaney 15, Robert Henault 13, Pat
“Doc” Higgins 13, Morris Sapp 12, Pete Callaghan 11, Dennis Provencher 11, Eric Larsen 10, Shawn Watson
10.
Well over 100 more comrades recruited 9 or less.
CONGRATULATIONS for you terrific efforts!
Look forward to seeing many of you at our DPA convention in Pattaya, Thailand next month and thank you
all for your terrific support of our VFW goals.

Keep up these good and most important efforts,
Bear

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Department of Pacific Areas
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Jr. Vice Commander Homer Kemper
Comrades,
As this is my last article for the 2013-2014 reporting period I would like to thank all
Comrades of the Pacific for their support as well as a special thank you to all the
Comrades who took the time and effort to document and support the Community Service
Program.
We had an outstanding year and probably the best year ever serving our Community with 6347 reports. We
travelled over 461,062 miles with 24637 volunteers and 82,563 hours expended. The gifts were over $657,948.
The miles in dollars were $64547.78 and a total Value of $722,481.71.
I can only imagine what these numbers would have been if each and everyone one of us would take the
time to record and document all we do with our great communities. The data base has been reset and is
accepting your May 2014 entries, so please start your entries early and keep track of all you do as well as
document either daily or monthly.
Post
9723
1054
9555
9612
8180
9985
10033
10215
10216
10223
12109
727
9957
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
1509
2917
3457
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
Total

Dist
1
2

3

4

5

6

7

May
9
60
14
71
15
6
2
5
28
1
1
6
0
22
59
88
9
0
3
30
5
6
2
46
51
1
6
546

Department of Pacific Areas

Jun
12
48
3
81
12
2
1
32
18
5
1
7
0
50
40
88
11
0
30
12
4
7
7
32
49
1
6
559

Jul
11
47
7
84
13
7
1
36
18
8
5
7
7
49
39
33
14
2
36
23
3
9
11
61
51
3
4
589

Aug
26
38
2
84
11
8
1
32
36
10
6
6
2
39
15
25
13
2
29
15
4
6
6
61
58
4
6
545

Sep
22
22
3
76
14
7
2
36
25
6
5
5
0
35
13
36
15
1
34
14
2
6
9
67
68
4
5
532

Oct
17
35
6
110
10
6
3
9
60
5
5
6
1
31
28
32
7
1
39
22
2
8
10
57
56
3
6
575

Nov
24
23
17
107
21
2
11
1
28
4
7
6
4
43
18
50
12
2
33
32
5
14
9
85
58
6
3
625

Dec
24
23
5
78
7
1
5
3
14
4
1
8
1
34
11
23
10
1
55
26
5
13
7
82
73
5
5
524

Jan
9
15
5
93
7
2
2
1
11
0
3
7
0
35
18
27
7
1
22
35
5
29
6
65
3
1
3
412

Feb
17
16
10
78
3
4
0
0
16
0
3
6
0
45
19
47
7
1
6
37
2
16
9
74
74
5
5
500

Mar
17
26
11
73
11
6
0
0
30
4
1
6
0
31
25
31
10
0
23
38
2
27
11
83
59
6
18
549

Apr
18
21
3
74
23
6
0
0
7
0
0
6
0
38
20
22
11
0
23
48
3
8
3
67
0
5
5
411

Total
206
374
86
1009
147
57
28
155
291
47
38
76
15
452
305
502
126
11
333
332
42
149
90
780
600
44
72
6367
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This is the final reminder that Post award nominations must be submitted to me NLT 24 May 2014. Send
nominations by email to: jvcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org.The forms can be found on the DPA website under DPA
Forms. Please try your best to prepare a great write up as I am sure the competition will be very hard to judge
due to all the hard work and dedication your POST’s have accomplished this term. Let’s make sure that we
recognize your hard working Comrades. It was a great honor serving as your Junior Vice Commander.

Yours in Comradeship,
Homer Kemper

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Adjutant Ken Swierzewski
Greetings Comrades,
Greetings Comrades,
2014

1 May

By now all of the Post elections should have been completed. Commanders, please remind your QMs that
they need to go on-line to complete the election report. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact
me. District QMs, if you don't have a copy of the District Election Report, please contact me and I will send it to
you. Once you complete your election report, the next step will be for your Post and District Adjutants to
complete your General Order #1. Please provide a good mailing address and non-military phone number for all
of your elected and appointed officers. The below table reflects the status of Election Reports, GOs and
Delegate Letters that I have received as of 30 April.
POST#/DIST#
9723
Dist 1
1054
9555
9612
Dist 2
8180
9985
10033
10215
10216
10223
12109
Dist 3
727
9957
Dist 4
9876
9951
10217
10249

Department of Pacific Areas

ELECTION RPT

GO

DELEGATE LTR

Rec'd

N/A
Rec'd
Rec'd

Rec'd

Rec'd

Rec'd
Rec'd

Rec'd

Rec'd
N/A
Rec'd

Rec'd
Rec'd (Inc)
Rec'd
Rec'd
Rec'd
Rec'd

Rec'd
Rec'd
Rec'd

Rec'd

N/A

Rec'd
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Dist 5
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2917
3457
Dist 6
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
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Rec'd
N/A
Rec'd
Rec'd
N/A
Rec'd
Rec'd
Rec'd
Rec'd

Rec'd
N/A

If you hold a position in the Department that requires you to render a report at the Convention, please send
me a copy of your report prior to the Convention. I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the Convention in
Pattaya.
Yours in Comradeship,
Ken Swierzewski

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Chaplain John Gilbert

Chaplain’s Notes
As Always, thank you for your service to our members, other Veterans and
families members, and your service to our great Nation.

The Convention in Pattaya is only weeks away. Please submit Taps reports, or a comprehensive list, of
departed members from your Posts and Districts so those departed may be memorialized at the June
Convention. This is the only way that we are able to Honour our fallen comrades Department-wide.

As my tour as Department Chaplain draws to a close I would like to thank you all for your support and for
your service to our members and families. The Chaplain at Post and District levels is truly a key link in realizing
the goals expressed in our logo: “VFW No One Does More For Veterans”. Thank you for all you do.

Please contact me if I can be of assistance.
John Gilbert

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Department of Pacific Areas
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Quartermaster Pete Callaghan
Comrades,
With the Department Convention only a few weeks away, I’d like to help Quartermasters
prepare by explaining Delegate Fees, publishing the QM Bond Rates for 2014-2015, and
stating that the cost of Buddy Poppies remains the same as last year - $58 for 500 Poppies.

Delegates:
1. The Post must have a Delegate Letter on file with the Department Adjutant saying which Post members
have been elected to vote the Post’s delegate strength (total votes).
2. Delegate strength is determined by Post membership as of May 31, 2014. Take your membership
number, divide by 30, round up no matter what the leftover is, and that is your delegate strength.
Multiply this number by $6.00, and that is your delegate fees. Example: Membership on May 31 is
281. Divide by 30 equals 9.36. Round up equals 10. Delegate fees are $60.
3. Your Post may have additional delegates if a Post member in attendance at the Convention is also a
part of the Department Governing Body and not a Post elected delegate. See Department By-Laws to
determine who is part of the Department Governing Body. Each Department member of the Governing
Body present from your Post may have a choice to; 1) add 1 vote to your Post’s delegate strength, and
$6 to your delegate fees if they wish to vote with the Post, or 2) If the Department Governing Body
member from your Post wishes to vote separately from the Post, the Post delegate strength does not
include him/her, and that person pays his/her own $6 delegate fee.
The chart below contains the Quartermaster Bond rates for next year. Try to determine the maximum
amount of Post funds that will be under your control and choose the appropriate bond level. That way you will
not have to adjust the bond mid-year.
Hope to see you all in Pattaya.

VFW QUARTERMASTER BOND
$3.00 Per Thousand

$2.50 Per Thousand

$ 3,000.-----$ 9.00
$ 4,000.-----$12.00
$ 5,000.-----$15.00
$ 6,000.-----$18.00
$ 7,000.-----$21.00
$ 8,000.-----$24.00
$ 9,000.-----$27.00
$ 10,000.-----$30.00
$ 11,000.-----$33.00
$ 12,000.-----$36.00
$ 13,000.-----$39.00
$ 14,000.-----$42.00
$ 15,000.-----$45.00

$ 26,000.----$ 65.00
$ 27,000.----$ 67.50
$ 28,000.----$ 70.00
$ 29,000.----$ 72.50
$ 30,000.----$ 75.00
$ 40,000.----$ 100.00
$ 50,000.----$ 125.00
$ 60,000.----$ 150.00
$ 70,000.----$ 175.00
$ 80,000.----$ 200.00
$ 90,000.----$ 225.00
$100,000.----$ 250.00
$110,000.----$ 275.00

Department of Pacific Areas

$2.00 Per Thousand
$251,000.----$
$252,000.----$
$253,000.----$
$254,000.----$
$255,000.----$
$256,000.----$
$257,000.----$
$258,000.----$
$259,000.----$
$260,000.----$
$270,000.----$
$280,000.----$
$290,000.----$

502.00
504.00
506.00
508.00
510.00
512.00
514.00
516.00
518.00
520.00
540.00
560.00
580.00

$l.75 Per Thousand
$501,000.---$
$502,000.---$
$503,000.---$
$504,000.---$
$505,000.---$
$506,000.---$
$507,000.---$
$508,000.---$
$509,000.---$
$510,000.---$
$520,000.---$
$530,000.---$
$540,000.---$

876.75
878.50
880.25
882.00
883.75
885.50
887.25
889.00
890.85
892.50
910.00
927.50
945.00
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$ 16,000.-----$48.00
$ 17,000.-----$51.00
$ 18,000.-----$54.00
$ 19,000.-----$57.00
$ 20,000.-----$60.00
$ 21,000.-----$63.00
$ 22,000.-----$66.00
$ 23,000.-----$69.00
$ 24,000.-----$72.00
$ 25,000.-----$75.00

$120,000.----$ 300.00
$130,000.----$ 325.00
$140,000.----$ 350.00
$150,000.----$ 375.00
$160,000.----$ 400.00
$170,000.----$ 425.00
$180,000.----$ 450.00
$190,000.----$ 475.00
$200,000.----$ 500.00
$210,000.----$ 525.00
$220,000.----$ 550.00
$230,000.----$ 575.00
$240,000.----$ 600.00
$250,000.----$ 625.00

($3,000. To $25,000.)
$3.00 Per Thousand

May 2014

$300,000.----$ 600.00
$310,000.----$ 620.00
$320,000.----$ 640.00
$330,000.----$ 660.00
$340,000.----$ 680.00
$350,000.----$ 700.00
$360,000.----$ 720.00
$370,000.----$ 740.00
$380,000.----$ 760.00
$390,000.----$ 780.00
$400,000.----$ 800.00
$410,000.----$ 820.00
$420,000.----$ 840.00
$430,000.----$ 860.00
$440,000.----$ 880.00
$450,000.----$ 900.00
$460,000.----$ 920.00
$470,000.----$ 940.00
$480,000.----$ 960.00
$490,000.----$ 980.00
$500,000.----$ 1,000.00

($26,000. To $250,000.)
$2.50 Per Thousand

$550,000.---$ 962.50
$560,000.---$ 980.00
$570,000.---$ 997.50
$580,000.---$1,015.00
$590,000.---$1,032.50
$600,000.---$1,050.00

($501,000. And UP)
$1.75 Per Thousand

($251,000. To $500,000.)

Form #9/00-ED2011

$2.00 Per Thousand

2013-14 POST AND DISTRICT AUDITS/POPPIES/QM BONDS

AUDITS
SUBMITTED

13Jun

13Sep

13Dec

14Mar

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

1054

X

X

X

X

9555

X

X

X

9612

X

9723
District I

District II

BUDDY
POPPIES

QM BOND

ORDERED
13-14

ORDERED 2013-14

$58.00/500
X

$100.00/$40.000.
$9.00/$3,000.

Pd.
Pd.

$464.00/4,000

$100.00/$40,000.

Pd.

$58.00/500

$54.00/$18,000.

Pd.

$232.00/2,000

$75.00/$30,000.

Pd.

$18.00/$6,000

Pd.

$60.00/$20,000

Pd.

$58.00/500

$21.00/$7,000

Pd.

$58.00/500

$60.00/$20,000.

Pd.

$58.00/500

$75.00/$30,000.

Pd.

X

X

X

X

X

8180

X

X

X

X

9985

X

X

X

10033

X

X

X

10216

X

X

X

10223

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$30.00/$10,000.

Pd.

12109

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$15.00/$5,000.

Pd.

$58.00/500

X

$232.00/2,000

10215

Department of Pacific Areas
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District III

X

X

X

727

X

X

X

9957

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

9876

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

9951

X

X

X

X

10217

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$9.00/$5,000.

10249

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$45.00/$15,000.

Pd.

11575

X

X

12074

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$45.00/$15,000.

Pd.

X

X

$54.00/$18,000.

Pd.

1509

X

X

X

$232.00/2,000

$75.00/$30,000

Pd.

2917

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$45.00/$15,000.

Pd.

3457

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$15.00/$5,000.

Pd.

X

X

X

X

X

$9.00/$3,000.

Pd.

124

X

X

$58.00/500

$27.00/$9,000.

Pd.

2485

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$200.00/$80,000.

Pd.

9892

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$30.00/ $10,000.

Pd.

11447

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$36.00/$12,000

Pd.

12130

X

X

X

X

$58.00/500

$9.00/$3,000

Pd.

X

X

X

X

X

$30.00/$10,000

Pd.

District IV

District V

District VI

District VII

X

May 2014

X

$15.00/$5,000.

Pd.

$58.00/500

$9.00/$3,000

Pd.

$58.00/500

$100.00/$40,000.

Pd.

$9.00/$3,000.

Pd.

$125.00/$50,000.

Pd.

$27.00/$9,000. Pd.

X

Pd.

Yours in Comradeship,
Pete

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Department of Pacific Areas
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National Certified National Recruiter Larry Lyons
Good Morning Comrades,
I just received my end of month report from National Membership Department so
without further ado I will proceed with my report. Oh my God we are literally inches away
from being 100% in the Department! At this present time we are at 11,001 members and
only need 8 more members to make the first Department at National of being 100%. I
know there are transmittals being processed this week here in Korea. But guess what, Osan is in an Exercise
but I hope their transmittals will hit the books this weekend! Remember Comrades this is past January it went
into effect Anniversary Memberships with that I mean before all Annual Memberships ended 31 Dec. Now they
end the date they are recruited. So continue recruiting.
Now with the Departments “TOP TEN RECRUITERS” there were a few changes and here they are
st
nd
remaining in 1 place is Gasper Delise from Post 9985 with new total of 234 recruits, 2 place remains with
Jimmy Bosch from Post 10216 with 141 recruits and rounding out our top 3 is Cliff Wilsey from Post 2485 with
77. Continuing with the rest of our top ten is Larry Lyons from Post 10216 with 40 recruits, I know I have heard
th
th
of that name before! In 5 place is Kyle Hathaway from Post 8180 with 21 recruits, 6 place again from Post
th
8180 is Bob Henault with 19 recruits, next in 7 place is Dan Delaney from Post 10216 with 15 recruits followed
th
by Lon Garwood from Post 8180 in 8 place with 13 recruits also with 13 is Pat Higgins also from Post 10216 in
th
th
9 place and rounding out our Top Ten recruiters ties for 10 place with 12 recruits each are Dennis Provencher
for 9723 and Morris Sapp Jr. from Post 12074. If you add up all these recruiters total that is 597 members
recruited by these 11 Comrades Job Well Done! As I stated before in recruiting it’s a team effort and each and
every member who recruits is appreciated. A total of the Departments New Annual and New or Reinstated Life
members come to a total of 912, doing the math that means 315 other recruits were recruited by all others so
you can see when we are down to literally 9 more members to recruit to be 100% it take a whole Team Effort
to reach 100%. So thank to all who have recruited this year!
Since this is the last Typhoon for the year, a couple of more thanks and congratulations need to go out. I
would like to thank my fellow PDC Jim Malott also known as the Typhoon Editor, I believe for a total of 10 years,
Thanks for doing a great job and winning several awards for the Department, it has been a pleasure working
with you on the Typhoon.
Commander Shawn and the Department I would like to congratulate you all on an outstanding year in
Recruiting through these efforts and those that will still come I am sure that we will surpass 100% by this time
next week making the Commander and the Department of Pacific Area an All American Department! I look
forward to seeing as many of you in Pattaya, Thailand for the Convention and yes I have my new passport!
Yours always in Comradeship
Larry Lyons
Certified National Recruiter

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Legacy Life Membership Chairman
Pacific Areas Legacy Life Membership Members
Comrades,
Our Department Life Legacy Program is having a great year and can lead at National
with your help. Sign up a New Life Legacy member today.

Join these members and become a Legacy Life member this year!

Yours in Comradeship & Service,
Bob

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Surgeon Patrick “Doc” Higgins
Hello Comrades, hope everyone is doing well and that my articles have provided you
with useable information throughout the year. That being said, it is once again to impart
some medical information that will hopefully benefit each of us to some degree.
This month is Arthritis Awareness Month and some or all of us may, or already do,
experience some degree of arthritis. There are many different types of arthritis. There is Rheumatoid Arthritis
(RA), which is a disease of the immune system, which normally protects us from infection by attacking viruses
and bacteria. For reasons no one fully understands, RA causes the immune system to go awry and mistakenly
attack healthy cells such as the synovium, a thin membrane that lines the joints. There is Osteo-Arthritis (OA),
which is a breakdown in the cartilage covering the ends of bones where they meet to form a joint and allow
movement. As the cartilage wears away, the bones become exposed and rub against each other. The
deterioration of cartilage also affects the shape and makeup of the joint so that it no longer functions smoothly.
There is Juvenile Arthritis (JA), which affects more than 300,000 children each year and usually begins before
age 16. There are several subsets of this type of arthritis and additional information can be found at
www.kidsgetarthritistoo.org. There is Gouty Arthritis (GA), which is an inflammatory type of arthritis which
develops in some people who have high levels of uric acid in the blood. That acid can form needle-like crystals
in a joint and cause sudden, severe episodes of pain, tenderness, redness, warmth and swelling.
RA: If you’ve just been diagnosed with RA, you should know you’re not alone – the disease affects an
estimated 1.5 million Americans. Three times more women are affected than men. The usual age for adult onset
is between 40 and 60 years, but it can begin at any age, even in childhood. It’s a disease of the immune
system, which normally protects us from infection by attacking viruses and bacteria. For reasons no one fully
understands, RA causes the immune system to go awry and mistakenly attack healthy cells such as the
synovium, a thin membrane that lines the joints. As a result of the attack, fluid builds up in the joints, causing
pain and inflammation. Over time this can wear away the cartilage and erode bone, causing a lack of function
and mobility. In most people, the inflammation usually becomes systemic, affecting organs such as the skin,
heart and lungs. RA most commonly affects the joints of the hands, feet, wrists, elbows, knees and ankles.
Joint involvement is usually symmetrical, meaning if one joint is affected the same joint on the opposite side of
the body is involved as well. While there’s no cure for this chronic disease, its symptoms often come and go.
Periods of mild disease activity may be punctuated by flares – bouts of more intense activity and symptoms. In
some cases, with appropriate treatment, the disease goes into remission.
OA: It is the most common chronic condition of the joints, affecting approximately 27 million Americans.
Although it occurs in people of all ages, osteoarthritis is most common in people older than 65. In osteoarthritis,
there is a breakdown in the cartilage covering the ends of bones where they meet to form a joint and allow
movement. As the cartilage wears away, the bones become exposed and rub against each other. The
deterioration of cartilage also affects the shape and makeup of the joint so that it no longer functions smoothly.
You may notice a limp when you walk, or you may have trouble going up and down stairs because those
movements put additional stress on the joint. Other problems can occur inside the joint as cartilage breakdown
affects the joint components. Fragments of bone or cartilage may float in joint fluid, causing irritation and pain.
Spurs, or osteophytes, can develop on the ends of the bones, damaging surrounding tissues and causing pain.
Fluid inside the joint may not have enough of a substance called hyaluronan, which may affect the joint’s ability
to absorb shock. And although inflammation is not a main symptom of osteoarthritis, it can occur in the joint
lining in response to the cartilage breakdown.
JA: It is difficult for me to shorten this up into any semblance that makes sense because of all the various
types of JA. I recommend that if anyone has any questions that they follow the website I referenced above.
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GA: the first symptom of gout is excruciating pain and swelling in the big toe – often following a trauma,
such as an illness or injury. Gout may also appear in another low-body joint such as the ankle or knee.
Subsequent attacks may occur off and on in other joints, primarily those of the foot and knee, before becoming
chronic. Eventually, untreated gout can cause other problems. Tophi – painless but disfiguring lumps of crystals
formed from uric acid may develop under the skin around joints. The crystals can also form kidney stones. Gout
is associated with other serious health risks such as high blood pressure, diabetes, chronic kidney disease and
cardiovascular disease, so an overall healthy lifestyle including eating a healthy diet, maintaining a healthy
weight and engaging in physical activity is important.
All the above information is available at www.arthritistoday.org and as always if you have any specific
questions or have any physical symptoms please contact your private physician.
I look forward to seeing y’all at the Department Convention in Pattaya next month.
As always, take care.
YIC,
Pat “Doc” Higgins
Doc Higgins

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Inspector Jerry Prinz
Comrades,
Well, we have completed another Inspection Year and the Department has done very
well. This is due in no small part to the contributions of the District Commanders, District
Inspectors and Assistant Inspectors who did an excellent job. And also the Post
Commanders, who ensured their Posts were ready for inspection. Well done!
But that does not mean we can sit on our laurels. We have a new VFW year coming up shortly and we
should be preparing for that. My compadre Bear, the Incoming Department Commander, has asked me to be
his Department Inspector again next year. Therefore, I would like to call on the Incoming District Commanders
for assistance. Please provide me, at the Convention, the names and e-mail addresses of your District
Inspector and any Assistant Inspectors you may have assigned. This will enable us to get off to a running start
for next year. Hope to see you all in Pattaya next month. Full steam ahead.

YIC,
Jerry Prinz

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Judge Advocate William Wichmann
In this issue of the Typhoon I will discuss two resolutions and one amendment to the
DPA Natural Disaster Relief Policy that will be voted on at the upcoming Department
th
Convention in June. Also, you will find the Department Rules of Order for the 48 Convention
elsewhere in the Typhoon, so please review them if you’re going to the Convention.

DEPARTMENT RESOLUTION No. 01 – CVC
st

This resolution concerns the Department of Pacific Areas only and was adopted at the 41 Department
Convention on June 21, 2007. The resolution is reviewed each year for possible amendments, continuance or
h
rescinding, and will be voted on at the 48 Department Convention in June 2014.

SUPPORT CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY AT FORMER
CLARK AIR BASE IN THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
WHEREAS, the Clark Air Base Cemetery was founded in 1947 and contains the remains of U.S. Veterans of all
U.S. Services, Philippine Scouts, U.S. citizens and their dependents, as well as Philippine citizens. The
cemetery provides 12,000 gravesites in an area encompassing about 20 acres. With over 8,600 interned at
Clark Veterans Cemetery of which about 2,300 are U.S. Veterans, and Philippine Scouts, and
WHEREAS, the Clark Veterans Cemetery was budgeted for and maintained by the U.S. Air Force from 1947 to
1991, when the Philippines Air Force and Clark Development Corporation (hereafter, CDC) took over
management of the cemetery, and
WHEREAS, in 1994 VFW Post 2485 (hereafter, Post) signed a Memorandum of Agreement (hereafter, MOA)
with CDC that gave the Post permission to maintain Clark Veterans Cemetery and open it to departed U.S.
Veterans, including Philippine Scouts. In 2006 the MOA was extended to twenty-five (25) years for the Post to
maintain the Clark Veterans Cemetery, and
WHEREAS, the annual budget for upkeep of the cemetery is about eighteen thousand dollars derived from
soliciting donations from veterans and outside organizations. There is no U.S. or Philippine Government funding
involved, and
WHEREAS, the by-laws of the VFW organization dictate that a Post shall not solicit funds or donations or
otherwise engage in fund-raising activities or projects outside the immediate geographical area or community of
the Post, and
WHEREAS, this limits the Post’s ability to solicit funds to properly budget as costs increase over the years, so
the Post must realize more funding to provide proper upkeep, thus needs to solicit outside its area; now
therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Department of Pacific Areas fully supports the Post in its endeavors with Clark
Veterans Cemetery and hereby authorizes solicitation of funds for management and upkeep of the Clark
Veterans Cemetery within the geographical areas of the Department; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Clark Veterans Cemetery Chairman may be appointed by the Department
as recommended by the Post. As an officer of the Department the chairman shall provide a report to the
Department Convention and at other times as deemed necessary.
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Intent of this resolution is; 1) to officially recognize support for Clark Veterans Cemetery, 2) that solicitation
may be conducted within the Department area and 3) provide officially a Clark Veterans Cemetery Chairman to
be listed as an officer of the Department.
Comment: The U.S. Government Agency the American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) has taken
over major expenses for CVC maintenance, however the ABMC does not allowed funding to do burials and
ceremonies. That being so VFW Post 2485 will continue to incur costs for indigent Veterans burials and support
of ceremonies. Some burial expenses incurred are replacement of equipment to lower caskets and tents used at
burial/ceremonies. Also, the Grave Diggers program will continue as a legacy and historic program to recognize
those who have and will continue to support the Cemetery. It has been indicated by the Department CVC
Chairman that he foresees no major fundraising efforts as in the past, however, the authority to raise funds will
help to insure that Post 2485 can meet the projected expense currently and in the future.
The Department By-Laws and Resolution Review Committee has consulted with the CVC Chairman and
there are no changes to the above resolution, therefore, it is recommended for continuance based on the
aforementioned comments.
Footnote: The above resolution can be found on the Department Website under the Judge Advocates
page by clicking on “Resolutions” to find the appropriate link.

RESOLUTION ON HERBICICE EXPOSURE
The below resolution was approve by Post 10217 on January 8, 2014, and submitted through District V at a
meeting held February 17, 2014, with District V rendering unanimous support and approval. It has been
submitted to Department for review and voting on at the 48th Department Convention in June 2014. If adopted
at convention time it shall be submitted by Department to the VFW National Headquarters for consideration in
committee at the National Convention in July. The resolution will then be presented on the floor of the
convention for vote. If so adopted, it will become a National resolution.
EQUAL RECOGNITION FOR U.S. VETERANS STATIONED AT ROYAL
THAI MILITARY BASES THAT HAVE PRESUMPTIVE SERVICE
CONNECTED HERBICIDE EXPOSURE AS A CLAIM FOR VA COMPENSATION
WHEREAS, many U.S. military service members stationed at Royal Thai Military installations throughout Thailand are
suffering from diseases which include many types of cancer, as well as diabetes and other chronic diseases; and
WHEREAS, that these diseases are recognized to be presumptive to herbicide and toxic chemical exposure; and
WHEREAS, it is a well-documented fact that herbicides and other toxic chemicals were used for vegetation control and to
clear base perimeters at Royal Thai Military installations between 28 February 1961 and 7 May 1975; and
WHEREAS, base personnel received military training such as small arms qualification training near the base
perimeter; and
WHEREAS, military service members living and working at Royal Thai Military installations during this time frame have
been trying for many years to be recognized that their presumptive diseases are directly related to being exposed to
herbicides and other toxic chemicals while stationed at a Royal Thai Military installation; and
WHEREAS, military service members with boots on the ground, at any time and point in Vietnam are
automatically considered to be in a herbicide infected environment; and
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WHEREAS, current restrictions limit claims to military police (MP) and personnel working on the perimeters;
Be It RESOLVED, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, that we urge Congress to enact legislation
requiring that the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) include the Royal Thai Military installations of U-Tapao, Udorn,
Nakhon Phanom, Ubon, Takhli, Korat and Don Muang, for claims submitted by any and all military service members that
are presumptive to herbicide exposure.
Intent of this resolution: The intent of this resolution is vested in the above resolution title.
Footnote: The above proposed resolution can be found on the Department Website under the Judge
Advocates page by clicking on “Resolutions” to find the appropriate link.

DEPARTMENT NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF FUND
AMENDMENT
The Department Natural Disaster Relief Fund Policy will require an amendment shown below to be voted on
at the 48th Department Convention in June 2014. Rational for the amendment is that recent National policy has
changed for submitting a letter requesting relief funds by Departments from ninety (90) days to sixty (60) days
time when a national disaster has been declared. Therefore, the Department Natural Disaster Relief Policy is
recommended to be amended as follows:
Under Guidelines and Procedure, Section title "Background and Policy Information", 3rd paragraph,
sentence two delete and change to read;
"A letter requesting the release of disaster relief funds must be submitted to the Director, Administrative
Operations at National Headquarters within sixty (60) days of the time that the national disaster has
been declared."
If adopted the 3rd paragraph will read as follows:
In order to request matching funds from National, DPA must first solicit donations by check from members for
deposit in an account the DPA QM sets up."A letter requesting the release of disaster relief funds must be
submitted to the Director, Administrative Operations at National Headquarters within sixty (60) days of the time
that the national disaster has been declared''. Accompanying that letter, or as soon as possible thereafter,
photocopies of all checks for which matching funds being requested must be submitted to the Quartermaster
General for his review and approval. Following review and approval, National will send matching funds by check
to the DPA QM for disbursement to the DPA members in distress.
NOTICE: The Commander-In-Chief propose resolution for the 115th National Convention may be reviewed on
the Department Website under the Judge Advocate page by clicking on "Resolutions".
Comrades, if you have any questions on what has been presented please feel free to contact me at
advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or bill.wichman@msa.hinet.net. God bless you comrades and God bless
America.

THE JUDGE’S SAYING:

Yours in Comradeship,
Bill Wichmann

Department of Pacific Areas
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June 9, 2014

DEPARTMENT OF THE PACIFIC AREA

48th CONVENTION ~ RULES OF ORDER

1. Composition: The Department Convention shall consist of:
A. The Commander-in-Chief, Past Commander-in-Chief providing they are member in good standing of a
Post within Department.
B. The National Council Member, the Department Commander and all Past Department Commanders who
are members in good standing in a Post within Department; all elective officers of the Department, Chief
of Staff, Inspector and the Adjutant.
C. District Commanders in the Department. If a District Commander is absent, the District Senior vice
Commander, or in his absence the District Junior Vice Commander may register and function as a
member of the Convention.
D. All Post Commanders in the Department. If a Post Commander is absent, the Post Senior Vice
Commander, or in his absence the Post Junior vice Commander may register and function as a
member of the Convention.
E. Delegates elected by the Post not less than 30 days prior to the Convention are to include one delegate
and one alternate for each 30 members or fraction thereof in good standing in the Post and on record at
the time of the election. All other aspects of delegate representation to the Department Convention shall
be as prescribed in Section 222 of the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure and Department ByLaws.

2. Voting: Only members listed above may vote on matters brought before the Convention. The authorized
voting shall be:
A. Each voting member of the Convention, except delegates elected by a Post will have one (1) vote.
Attendee who are listed in paragraph 1. A. through D. above that are named as delegates by their Posts
shall be entitled to cast their pro rata share of the Post’s votes, if so desired. However, each attendee
may only cast a single vote as an individual or with the Post as a delegate, but not both.
B. The delegate or delegates of a Post present may vote the Post’s full delegate strength. If there is a
division among the delegation of a Post each delegate present may cast his or her vote pro rata share
of the Post authorized votes.
C. If a Post Commander or in his absence the Senior Vice Commander, or in his absence the Junior Vice
Commander is the only person in attendance at the Convention from a Post, he/she shall be entitled to
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one (1) vote plus the authorized delegate voting strength of the Post, providing that his/her name appears
on the Post delegate letter as a delegate or alternate.
D. The Credentials Committee prior to the first vote shall review the membership figures given by the
Department Quartermaster and will poll the Posts to determine which members with separate votes are
present, whether they will vote with their Post or separately, and determine total voting strength for each
Post. The authorized voting strength for each Post at the Convention will be given in a report of
Credentials Committee and shall be approved by the Convention.
E. Roll call votes are governed as follows:
(1) For the election of officers when two (2) or more persons have been nominated for the same office,
voting shall be by roll call of Post’s and any other member(s) who may vote separately.
(2) Any Roll Call vote shall be in random manner by draw of Posts numbers out of a hat.
(3) A roll call vote may be called for on any subject (question) to be voted on during the Convention at
the discretion of any three (3) officers or delegates representing three (3) different Posts.
(4) On roll call vote any delegate voting separately, any delegation casting its authorized votes
together, or any member of the delegation voting separately may pass on the first roll call. If any
individual or delegation abstains from voting on the second roll call vote, only the affirmative and
negative votes cast will be counted to determine the number of votes necessary for a majority.
3. Arrearages: The Credentials Committee will report on any Post (s) or District(s) in arrearage under the
provisions of Section 213 and 413 of the National By-Laws, which includes Posts/Districts that have not
submitted Election Reports to Department for the ensuing year by convening of the Convention. Those
Posts/Districts in arrearage shall be deprived of all representation at the Convention. Such representation shall
be restored promptly upon adjustment of such deficiencies.
4. Quorum: A quorum for transacting business at the Convention will be not less than one (1) delegate from a
majority of the Post’s in good standing at the time of the Convention and not less than four (4) members of the
Department Council of Administration, one of whom must be the Commander, Senior vice Commander or Junior
vice Commander.
5. Discussion of motions:
A. Any matter brought before the Convention for consideration must be presented as a motion and that
motion must be seconded prior to any discussion. Acceptation to this would be motion from a committee
that does not require a second.
B. No member of the Convention may speak more than once on any motion until other members present
have been given the opportunity to speak. The presiding officer may limit the time of discussion on a
motion until all members present have been given an opportunity to discuss the motion once.
6. Election of Department Officers:
A. The Department Commander, Senior vice Commander, Junior vice Commander, Quartermaster, Judge
Advocate, Chaplain and Surgeon shall be elected by the Convention. District Commanders, by virtue of
their office, shall be officers of Department and voting members of the Council of Administration. District
Commanders shall be ineligible to simultaneously hold an elected Department office.
B. Any member in good standing in any Post in Department is eligible to hold a Department office. A
member may hold one (1) elective and one or more appointed offices, no member may simultaneously
hold two (2) elective Department offices.
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C. Before nominations are closed, any nominee to a Department office must have the opportunity to
decline nomination to the office to which he or she has been nominated.
D. Any member absent from the Convention who is nominated for an office must have written consent to
such nomination in the hands of the Department Adjutant before nominations for that office.
E. Nominations will remain open until the presiding officer declares them closed and the Convention is
ready to vote. A majority of all votes cast is necessary to elect, and voting will continue until an election
is declared. Should there be no election on the first roll call the name of the nominee receiving the
lowest number of votes shall be dropped and so on in successive roll calls until a majority vote is
reached.
F. Officers will be installed before the Convention is adjourned.
7. Caucus: Any member of the Convention may call for a caucus to discuss with his fellow delegates any
matter to be voted on by the Convention. The presiding office may limit the time for a caucus.
8. Other: Matters not covered by these Rules of Order, the provisions of the Congressional Charter and ByLaws and the Manual of Procedure of the VFW and Demeter’s Manual shall be the authority.

Submitted by: Bill Wichmann
Department Judge Advocate
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June 9, 2014

Council of Administration
Rules of Order Incoming, Mid–Term and Outgoing
Composition:
The Council of Administration shall consist of the Commander, Senior Vice Commander, Junior Vice
Commander, Adjutant, Quartermaster, Judge Advocate, Chief-of-Staff, Inspector, Chaplain, Surgeon, Junior
Past Department Commander and all District Commanders. In the absence of a District Commander, the
District Senior Vice Commander, or in their absence, the District Junior Vice Commander, may serve as a
member of the Council.
Motion - Procedural Guidelines:

1. Once the Presiding Officer has acknowledged a motion and it has been seconded it may now be open for
discussion.

2. Any member, when duly recognized by the Presiding Officer may speak on the motion for clarity, either for
or against.

3. Every member is automatically entitled to speak once on a debatable motion before the body unless the
body, by a 2/3 vote, has ordered the discussion closed. After discussion has been voted closed, no one can
debate a motion—except by unanimous consent.

4. A member is also automatically entitled to speak a second time on the same question the same day, unless
other members who have not yet spoken on the question actually rise to claim the floor to speak. If no one
rises, he may speak a second time.

5. No one may automatically speak a third or further time if anyone in the assembly objects.
6. Only Council members are allowed a vote on any motion before the body. (Including the Commander there
are eighteen (18) voting Council members.

Submitted by:

Bill Wichmann
Department Judge Advocate
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Convention Chairman Al Serrato

Greetings Fellow Veterans.
The Convention planning appears to be running smoothly. The following are interesting
updates:
HOTEL RESERVATIONS: The “suites” are completely sold out! The Single and
Double Occupancy rooms of $65 per night Standard Rooms are still available, though at that price, the hotel will
soon be fully booked. We encourage you to stay at the convention hotel. The facilities are good, downtown
location, within 5 minute walking distance of the Royal Garden Mall which has 20 + restaurants and, of course
wonderful shopping.
REGISTRATION DESK: For those who do not book online, convention events and hotel can be paid in
cash, similar to previous conventions.
OPENING CEREMONY: We hope to make this event the most memorable ever! Thanks to the involvement
of the Convention Committee and the special assistance of DPA Senior Vice Commander Bear Hudson, we are
scheduled to have the national flags of the Republic of China, Kingdom of Thailand and the United States of
America carried by an Honor Guard from the United States Marine Corps headquartered at the U.S. Embassy.
Included in the ceremony will be Boy Scouts of Thailand and possibly Boy Scouts of America.
DPA INSTALLATION AND AWARDS BANQUET: This event, we hope, will also be one of the most
memorable Banquets ever. Children from the Thai Orphanage are scheduled to dance traditional Thai
ceremonial dances from the times when competing Kingdoms launched into battles on mounted elephants.
Sorry, the elephants were too big to enter through the doorway and will not be part of the entertainment.
HOSPITALITY ROOM DONATION: I should like to thank everyone for their tremendous support in donating
to the Hospitality Room.
EXCURSIONS: I have had no inquiries or interest. Hopefully, in the next several weeks, I receive
reservations. I need a minimum of 10 persons. These tourist sites are quite special and not to be missed.
Inquiries can be made to alsdeman@yahoo.com.

See you in Pattaya!
Yours In Comradeship,
Al Serrato

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Department
Historian
Tom Bergam
Fellow VFW Comrades,
This month I am including a brief summary of Pattaya City Post 9876 history.

Honoring those who have made the Ultimate Sacrifice.
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Pattaya City
Republic of Thailand
The history of Post 9876 began in Japan at a U.S. Army Hospital in Osaka. The year was 1952. When the
hospital was deactivated, the Post became defunct and was not seen again until 1959 when 9876 was
resurrected at Yokota Air Base. This time the Post was named the Claire L Chennault Post after the famous
WWII Army Air Corps commander and aviator.
After several defunct Posts in Japan, the number 9876 was reassigned once again, this time to the new
Post at Pattaya Beach, Thailand. The initial meeting of the Thailand VFW Post 9876 was held at Yow’s Coffee
Shop, Soi 6, Pattaya City on 7 March 1981. Post institution ceremony was held at that time and officers were
elected.
From that early beginning in the coffee shop until today, Post 9876 has thrived and become an integral part
of the local community.
This year 9876 is hosting the annual convention and we are all looking forward to a week of VFW business
and relaxing.
For a complete story of Post 9876, I encourage all to go the Department History Website.
Post officers to the 2013-2014 VFW Term are:
Post Commander:

Eric Larsen

Senior Vice Commander:

Don Ratcliffe

Junior Vice Commander:

Ron Hunter

Adjutant/Quarter Master

Ken Miller

Judge Advocate:

Al Serrato

Chaplain:

Mike Warner

Trustees 1 Year:

Johnnie Smith

Trustees 2 Year:

Bob Horn

Trustees 3 Year:

Clem Hicks

Thanks for those of you who have sent me inputs. I’ll insure that they are included in the appropriate
Post/District History.
If you are interested in updating your Department History, please contact me at tom.bergam@gmail.com.
I’ll help you edit and review your inputs and make sure they get to the webmaster for update. Please help me
meet the Department Commander’s goal of “Making History in 2013-2014”!
YIC,
TOM BERGAM

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Convention Book Chairman Al Serrato
Fellow Veterans:
The Convention Book is gathering steam. Here are highlights related to the Convention
Book:
May 15, 2014. DEADLINE FOR GRAPHICS/ARTWORK: Should the publisher not
have a problem with the submitted entries. I will extend the deadline. The important thing to
remember here is to send me the graphics as soon as possible.
May 20, 2014. PUBLISHER PROVIDED SAMPLE COPY. First 10 pages of Book will be sent to publisher
for a technical review of software compatibility.
May 25, 2014. PUBLISHER PROVIDED WITH ALL OF THE CONVENTION BOOK ARTWORK.
June 1, 2014. PUBLISHER BEGINS PUBLISHING THE CONVENTION BOOK,
June 5, 2014. PICK UP THE BOOKS.
Major changes were undertaken to improve the organization of the book.
Change 1. The Convention Schedule has been moved from page 15 to page 2 for quicker accessibility. No
more flipping through pages.
Change 2. Each District ad will be followed by Posts ads located within that District. Commercial Ads sold
within that District will be placed within that District. No more looking for your Post or Commercial ads.
Everything is located with the District where they are from.
See you in Pattaya!
Yours In Comradeship,
Al Serrato

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Legislative Committee Chairman Bill Wichmann
In this month's legislative reporting I will review a Pentagon report released this past
month and provide information for getting the latest update on Legislative affairs of interest
from the VFW Washington office.

DOD REPORT UNDERSCORES SEQUESTER
The Pentagon has released a report that underscores the potential cuts to military end strength,
modernization, and readiness if defense budgets are held at sequester-levels in the years beyond fiscal year
2015. Also, the Defense Department received some sequestration relief in FY 2014 and FY 2015 as a result
of the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2013, but sequestration's discretionary spending caps still remain for FY
2016 through 2021.
The report highlights force-level and weapons system cuts that would be required across the military
services as follows:







Army would be reduced to 420,000 active duty soldiers, 315,000 in the National Guard, and 165,000 in
the Army Reserve
Marine Corps would be reduced to 175,000 active duty personnel
Air Force would eliminate the KC-10 tanker fleet
Navy would reduce the aircraft carrier inventory to a total of ten carriers
Navy would reduce production by one fewer Virginia-class submarine and three fewer DDG-51
destroyers while delaying delivery of a new carrier by two years
The Services would reduce the joint strike fighter production by 17 aircraft, five fewer KC-46 tankers,
and six fewer P-8A aircraft

Also, concerns over readiness and national security were reinforced during a press conference earlier this
year when Secretary of Defense Chuck Hagel stated; "...the only way to implement sequestration is to sharply
reduce spending on readiness and modernization, which would almost certainly result in a hollow force...the
resulting force would be too small to fully execute the President's defense strategy".
We know that debt reduction is a national priority, but as a veteran is it not true that a meat-axe approach of
sequestration will force deep cuts that increase threats to our national Security and our men and women in
uniform, as well as, veterans who have served? Comrades, this is a time for action so please read the below
information to see how you can help the cause of our nation and veterans.

VFW ACTION CORPS WEEKLY
Please be advised comrades the newsletter titled Washington Weekly has now been changed to read
"VFW Action Corps Weekly". So, if you want to be up-to-date on VFW Legislative affairs of interest you can
read the VFW Action Corps Weekly newsletter on-line by going to www.vfw.org, click on "VFW in D.C." and
then go to link titled "National Legislative Service", where you will find the VFW Action Corps Weekly current
issue located on lower right hand side. If you desire to receive the newsletter by email you can subscribe online and it will be sent every Friday (Pacific Saturday) to address desired.
Notice: Did you know that today only 37,000 of the VFW’s 1.4 million members are signed up for the VFW
Action Corps? Imagine what we could do to help our fellow veterans with the full force of the VFW
membership.
Comrades, this concludes my report on legislative matters concerning veterans and if you have any
questions you may contact me at advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or bill.wichman@msa.hinet.net.
Yours in Comradeship,
Bill Wichmann

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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POW/MIA Program Chairman Rhett Webber
On March 14 Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh told members of the House
Armed Services committee that there was no war on religious liberty. “The single biggest
frustration I’ve had in this job is the perception that somehow there is religious
persecution inside the United States Air Force,” the general told lawmakers. “It is not
true.”
Rep. John Fleming (R-La.) told me the Air Force seems to be the worst offender when it comes to attacks
on religious liberty. If that’s true, perhaps Gen. Welsh could explain why a Bible was removed from a POW/MIA
Missing Man Table at Patrick Air Force Base in Florida. The removal of the Good Book was first reported by the
Gannett-owned newspaper Florida Today. Base officials confirmed to Fox News Monday that the entire Missing
Man Table display had been removed from a dining hall because of the Bible. A press statement said the
inclusion of the Bible ignited “controversy and division.” Rep. John Fleming (R-La.) told me the Air Force seems
to be the worst offender when it comes to attacks on religious liberty. Fleming accused the Air Force of ignoring
the law.
Missing Man Tables are a long honored military tradition. The tables serve as a reminder of the plight of
brave Americans who are missing in action or who are being held prisoner of war. The display includes a white
table cloth setting with an inverted glass, a plate with lemon and salt, a single rose, a candle and a Bible. Each
item is an integral part of the Missing Man Table & Honors Ceremony, according to the National League of
Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia.“The Bible represents the strength gained
through faith in our country, founded as one nation under god, to sustain those lost from our midst,” the official
ceremony document states.
"The 45th Space Wing deeply desires to honor America's Prisoners and War (POW) and Missing in Action
(MIA) personnel. Unfortunately, the Bible's presence or absence on the table at the Riverside Dining Facility
ignited controversy and division, distracting from the table's primary purpose of honoring POWs/MIAs.
Consequently, we temporarily replaced the table with the POW/MIA flag in an effort to show our continued
support of these heroes while seeking an acceptable solution to the controversy. After consultation with several
relevant organizations, we now intend to re-introduce the POW/MIA table in a manner inclusive of all
POWs/MIAs as well as Americans everywhere."
The Air Force did not say when the Missing Man Table would be returned. Nor did they say whether the
Bible would be included in the display. They also declined to explain what they meant by the word
“Since when does one unnamed, unknown individual have veto power over the First Amendment rights of
all people in the military and in this case the Air Force?” he asked.
Ann Mills-Griffiths, is the chairman of the National League of POW/MIA Families. She told me she was glad
the Air Force base is going to reinstall the Missing Man Table, but she wonders if the new display will include
the Bible. She said the Bible is “part of the Missing Man Honor Ceremony and we hope it will be restored to
what it was.”
General Welsh's remarks from March 14 bear repeating. He claimed there is no religious persecution
happening in the Air Force. If that’s the case, sir, what have you done with the Bible?
WWII - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 73,624
Korean War - - - - - - - - - 7,885
Cold War - - - - - - - - - - - - 126
Vietnam War - - - - - - - - - 1,642
Iraq & Other Conflicts - 6
Total MIA - - - - - - - - - - - 83,283 (A decrease of 16 MIA’s.)

Department of Pacific Areas

Page 27

Volume XVII – Number 10

"Back to Basics"

May 2014

For more on U.S. full accounting efforts, go to the Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office website, or the
Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command website.

Yours in Comradeship,
Rhett O. Webber

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Americanism Chairman Billy Quintero

Americanism
Fellow veterans and comrades,
This past VFW year is coming to a close and with our June Department Convention we’ll begin again with
new Officers and goals for our VFW. As I end this 2013-2014 tenure as your Americanism Chairman, it is with
the hope that you have enjoyed the articles that I have written for Typhoon and that I have helped you in your
District and Post Americanism Programs. I’ve really enjoyed writing the articles for you on the histories of our
Posts, ideas for Americanism activities, key Americanism events in the Pacific and most recently on American
military cemeteries in the Pacific. My special thanks to Keith Michael as my Co-Chairman; we wrote our articles
together and we’ve had great fun!
I have served our VFW for over 28 years, serveing as District Commander, two times All American Post
Commander, Department of Pacific Chaplain and as your Americanism Chairman for the past three years. You
know that the VFW is my passion in life and I thank you for giving me the honor as serving as your Americanism
Chairman.
“Take care and we’ll see you all in Pattaya! God Bless one and all!” ………Billy Q
Feel free to contact me at quintero322003@yahoo.com if you have questions or ideas you’d like to share.
Billy “Q” Quintero & Co-Chairman Keith Michael

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Publicity Chairman Thomas L. Darkus

Comrades, this month my comments are a repeat of last month. When you read this it will be less than 30
days before our 2014 Department Convention. Your publicity efforts should go to getting your District and Post
Officers to sign up for our convention. AND please make a real effort to get the word out to all your members,
especially those that show a real interest in the VFW and are your up-and-coming younger and new members.
Try and arrange travel and hotel reservations as a ‘group’ as it helps build comradeship. Guide your members
toward this site: http://www.bangkok.com/pattaya/ there is a lot to do in Pattaya besides VFW business. Sale
the Convention, “It is Basic”!

YIC and Service, Right Rev. Thomas “Tom” Darkus – “Now Hear This! Share Your Good News”
USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

Editor James Malott
Comrades,
This is my last stint as Department Editor. I know I said that before and came back. A big
thank you to PDC Dick Keeley for first appointing me as Department Editor in 2002. After a
brief break I was appointed again up until now. Ten years as Editor went by quickly it seems
and I want to thank all the comrades who helped make my job so much easier with their support.
Now the duties are being passed on to another “Past Editor” Joe Mortimer. Joe does an excellent job and I
have every confidence he will once again raise the bar with the improvements he will make to the newsletters.
Thank you for your support for of our newsletters, our Department and the VFW.
No Typhoon in June due to Department convention.

Yours in Comradeship & Service,
James D. Malott

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Clark Veterans Cemetery
Committee Chairman
John Gilbert
VFW
POST 2485
CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY
ANGELES CITY, PHILIPPINES
CLARK AMERICAN CEMETERY APRIL 2014

th

At 11 AM on Friday, May 30 , VFW Post 2485, American Legion Post 123 and the Clark Veterans
Cemetery Restoration Association (CVCRA), in conjunction with
the American
Monuments Commission
ANGELES
CITY,Battle
PHILIPPINES
(ABMC), will Host the Clark American Cemetery Commemoration
and
Memorial
Day
Ceremony. All are
CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY
cordially invited to attend.
VFW Post 2485 Cemetery Operations
Funding:
Cemetery Receipts:

$227

Cemetery Expenses

$476

Significant Activities:
10 APR … VFW Post 2485 provided military burial honors for Henry A. Golightly, NCC, USN. (Clark)
16 APR … VFW Post 11447 provided military burial honors for Larry J. Callahan, SMSgt, USAF. (Clark)

As of 30 April 2014, Grave Digger membership stands at 1253, an increase of one since last month.
Memberships will continue to be offered as a legacy commemorative program. New Grave Diggers:

Exequiel Begonia

Supporter

Randell E. Himes

VFW Post 9612

Leon Sachkar

VFW Post 2485

A copy of the monthly Clark Cemetery report can be downloaded from the Post 2485 website at:
http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery_report.doc
Yours in Comradeship,
John H. Gilbert
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CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY
MAY 2014 UPDATE
VFW POST 2485
John Gilbert, Chairman

Clark American Cemetery Commemoration
th

On Friday, May 30 , VFW Post 2485, American Legion Post 123 and the Clark Veterans Cemetery
Restoration Association (CVCRA), in conjunction with the American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC),
will Host the Clark American Cemetery Commemoration and Memorial Day Ceremony. All are cordially invited
to attend.
This event will serve two purposes, first to recognize:
The past two decades of sacrifices of local Veterans and their overseas supporters, led by Post 2485, for
their 20 years of volunteerism, donations and stewardship of the Cemetery when no one else seemed to care
The efforts over the past four years of CVCRA Champions who lobbied to get legislation passed and the
signing of a bi-lateral agreement that led to a return of the cemetery to US Government care; and
ABMC for their leadership over the past few months since assuming responsibility and their timely efforts to
restore dignity to the cemetery that is so richly deserves.
The Commemoration part of the ceremony is our way of acknowledging everyone’s collective support and
saying Thank You for a job Well Done.
And secondly, the traditional Memorial Day ceremony to memorialize the contributions of those 8,600
service men and women and their dependents who served and now buried in the Clark American Cemetery.

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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Photograph of the Month

Thank you for your military service!
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Department of Pacific Areas VFW University

Insurance and Member Benefit Programs
We value your service and your VFW membership!
To show our appreciation, we offer the following programs to you and your family.
• $1,000/$1,500 Personal Accident (no cost to
members)
•

Auto Insurance

•

Cancer Insurance

•

Computer Discounts

•

Credit Card and Financial Services

•

Dental Insurance

•

Emergency Travel Assistance

•

Funeral and Cremation, pre-need and at-need

•

Health Insurance and Senior Hospital Indemnity

•

Health Screening

•

Hearing Aid Discount Program

•

Identity Theft Protection

•

Life Insurance - High Limit Term, Juvenile Life, Sr.

Term and Simplified Issue Term Life Insurance
•

Homeowners Insurance

•

Long-Term Care

•

Medicare Advantage Plans

•

Medicare Part D Plans

•

Medicare Supplement Plans

•

Mortgages - Conventional, FHA, VA and Reverse

•

Moving Services

•

Pet Insurance

•

Prescription Discount Card

•

Post Accidental Death and Dismemberment

•

Post Property and Casualty

•

Real Estate Services

•

SAT/ACT College Testing Prep

•

Tricare / CHAMPVA Supplement

•

Veterans Employment Assistance

•

Vision Discount Program

•

Voluntary Personal Accident Protection (ADD)

Coverage
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Department of Pacific Areas General Announcements

LETTERS OF INTENT 2014-15 VFW YEAR

Jr. Vice Commander
Robert W. Moses
My name is Robert Moses. I am a Legacy Life member of VFW Post 9555 at Yokota AB, District 2,
Mainland Japan. I announced my candidacy for the honorable position of Junior Vice Commander at the
C of A in December. I am asking for your valuable support as the Department of Pacific Areas next JVC. I
am confident that my VFW record as a member and elected officer of numerous positions in the Post,
District and Department makes me the best candidate for this important Department position. My
experiences in the following positions have prepared me well Junior Vice Commander.
Post 9555 Commander (2008 – Present)
District 2 Commander (2011 – 2012)
Department Legislative Chairman (2012-2013)
Department VOD/PP/Teacher’s Award (2013 – Present)
National Aide de Camp (2012-2013)
As a comrade of this great organization, I am a firm believer in not letting petty jealousy or trivial
personalities determine how and why I make decisions for our organization. My decisions are made with the
following four principles. Is it the truth, is it fair to all concerned, will it build goodwill and better friendship to
all concerned and lastly will it be beneficial to all members at the Post, District and Department.
I am very passionate about all the VFW programs and make it a commitment to support all equally.
If you elect me as your next Department Junior Vice Commander. I pledge my full dedication in achieving
the goals of our great Department. I look forward to seeing each of you at the upcoming 2014 Department
convention in Pattaya, Thailand.
Yours in Comradeship,
Robert W. Moses
Commander, Post 9555
Yokota AB, Japan
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Kenneth Swierzewski
It is with great pride that I announce my candidacy for the position of Department Junior Vice Commander
for the 2014-2015 term. I have devoted the last 15 years to service to the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States at numerous levels and want to continue to have the opportunity to serve our great
Department at higher levels. I have served in the following positions and at the following levels:
National:
Member of the NMS Committee (6 Years)
Century Recruiter
Department:
Adjutant
Surgeon
Chaplain
Audit Committee
Inspector
Post:
#1 at National for Division 9
SVC
JVC
SVC
QM (AS)
Adjutant
Chaplain
Surgeon
Judge Advocate
Service Officer
Trustee

District:
Commander (AA)
Recipient of National Award for
leading Division Nationally
Quartermaster (AA)
Service Officer
SVC
JVC
Judge Advocate
Trustee
VOD/Patriot Pen Chairman
Commander (AA & AS)
Military Order of the Cootie:
Grand Commander
Grand Adjutant/QM
Grand Inspector
Grand Historian
Seam Squirrel (All Star Grand)

As you can see I have been involved with the VFW at all levels and in numerous positions. With that
experience, I have a solid base of understanding when working with the Comrades of our great Department.
Additionally, it will help as we work together to garner National support with our unique circumstances and
issues. I ask for your support to become the next Junior Vice Commander for the Department of Pacific
Areas and look forward to working with each and every one of you to make our Department the best in the
Nation.

Kenneth P. Swierzewski
Kenneth Swierzewski
Candidate for Junior Vice Commander 2014-2015
Department of Pacific

“No one Does more for Veterans”
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES

JAPAN, KOREA, OKINAWA
TAIWAN, THAILAND, GUAM
CAMBODIA, SAIPAN, PHILIPPINES
DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS

TO:

Commanders, Comrades Department of Pacific Areas

I am asking you to give your support to Comrade Kenneth Swierzewski in his effort to become the next Junior
Vice Commander of our great Department.
By now you all should have read Comrade Swierzewski’s letter that was published in the Typhoon and
circulated by email. You can see the positions that he has filled during his tenure in the Department. He has held
many positions at Post level, at District level, and at Department level. He was an All American Post Commander.
He was an All American District Commander the same year that I was the All American Department Commander.
Ken has served on National Committees.
I have known Ken for over 30 years and worked with him when we were both in the Army and also when we
were both employed with the Army in a civilian capacity. Ken was in the forefront when we started VFW Post
10033 in Daegu, Korea, in 1991 or so. My memory on dates may be a little dim but my memories of all the work
and efforts that Ken has put in for the VFW and our proud veterans is still very clear.
Ken worked hard to get our Post established in 1991. We built a Post home and a canteen. We built a solid
relationship with the military community and well as the retirees in the Daegu area. He was instrumental in our
Post growing to over 800 members during my term as Post Commander. His support played a major role in my
being selected as an All American Post Commander, All American District Commander, and All American
Department Commander. Ken was always there when I needed him, he was always there to give me support and
counsel; all he asked was for a chance to serve our Veterans.
Ken is asking you now for a chance to continue to serve our veterans and to serve our Department. He never
let me down when I needed him; he never let me down when I needed his support; and he has never let our
Veterans down. He has my support in this effort because I know he can do the job and I know that he is fully
qualified to serve as the Department Junior Vice Commander and to successfully pass through the chairs to the
position of Commander, Department of Pacific Areas.
Please give him your support and your vote at the upcoming Department Convention. He will not let you down
and he will not let our Department down.
Yours in Comradeship,
Ronald D. Teets
Past Department Commander
Department of Pacific Areas
Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
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JUDGE ADVOCATE

Bill Wichmann
Comrades of the great Department of the Pacific Areas this letter will express my intention to seek
re-election as your Department Judge Advocate at the Department Convention in June 2014.
Having been a life member since 1978 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars I have had the privilege to
serve in positions at all levels of the organization which includes National, Department, District and Post
levels. Additionally, I've held MOC positions in Supreme, Grand and Pup Tents. The following are some
notable positions held; National Chairman of the Military Assistance Program Committee, All American
Department Commander, All Star Grand Commander, District Commander five years, Commander Post
727 four years and Post 9957 two years. Also, I have been appointed to various National Committees
throughout the years, which has provided experience for a better understanding of the VFW.
The Department Judge Advocate's duties are depicted in National By-Laws to provide legal
assistance to the Commander, Council-of-Administration and Department Convention. Therefore, it
would seem an asset for a Judge Advocate to have had previous experience in dealing with various
levels of the VFW organization from National down through to the grassroots level of posts. I do have
this experience. In addition when on active duty I did participate on various legal boards and handled
legal cases at squadron and Command levels.
In the current position of Judge Advocate I have served for the past ten years and in that time have
processed several sets Post and District bylaws, as well as canteen by-laws, thus reviewing, rendering
suggestions and forwarding the documents to the Department Commander and National for
appropriate action. Also, have handled disciplinary cases, produced policy memorandums and written
letters for the Commander when required. Whenever called upon I have given my legal rulings honestly
in an unbiased manner and in accordance with effective By-Laws and other legal documents.
Comrades, I have made this decision to run again for the Department Judge Advocate position with
complete dedication to the principles of this great organization. I'm solely obligated to serving the
comrades of the Department of the Pacific Areas and if elected as your Judge Advocate will render
judgments by showing no prejudice or impartiality in a manner proper for the Good of the Order of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. I would appreciate your support at election time in June...THANKS!!

Yours in comradeship,

Bill Wichmann
DPA Judge Advocate
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QUARTERMASTER

Fellow Comrades,

I would like to ask for your support once again for my candidacy for Department Quartermaster.
The past year has been a busy one, but also quite rewarding. The major event of the year had to be
the typhoon that hit the Philippines on November 8, 2013. It was unofficially the strongest typhoon ever
to make landfall, and killed over 6,000 people. But our members rallied around our affected comrades,
and we distributed over $28,000 to help them survive and rebuild.
Another landmark was the increase by $10 in annual and new member dues. While this may cause
some short-term pain in recruiting, it will benefit our Department immensely. It will give our Department
Service Office the money he needs to further outreach to veterans not just in the Philippines, but in other
countries where VA assistance is minimal.
We continue to work toward the use of wireless transfer of funds between Department and Posts,
Districts and Council members. This saves time and money, and leaves a permanent record of the
transaction. This is particularly helpful given the geographical spread of our Department.
Our Department is in good financial shape and your continued efforts in recruitment will keep us
there. As with everything else, membership drives our income. We saw a significant increase in Life
Member payout, Legacy Life payout, and a small increase in annual dues payout.
It has been an honor serving you this year, and I hope I can receive your support to continue serving
next year.

Yours In Comradeship,
Peter Callaghan
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SURGEON

Patrick “Doc” Higgins
Fellow VFW Comrades in the Pacific Areas, It is indeed an honor to submit my Letter of Intent to run
again as your Department of Pacific Areas Surgeon. We have had another very successful year in our
Department in pursuing health and medical issues and initiatives. We are on the right track and I hope to
continue our way forward as your re-elected Surgeon.
As your Department Surgeon, I am happy to report that during this past year I have been successful
in raising health and medical awareness in our Pacific Posts through many articles in the Typhoon;
hopefully you enjoyed the format. I have been in contact with many of our District and Post Surgeons in
guiding them on health issues. I have performed hundreds of hours of volunteer hospital work in the
community and have directly aided our VFW members and their families with medical issues. This proven
record stands as strong evidence of my commitment to our cause of support to veterans.
I hope that by now you are all aware of my qualifications to be your Surgeon. Medical and health
issues have been my lifelong passion. I served honorably in the US Air Force for 20 years as an
Emergency Medical Technician and as an Independent Duty Medical Technician. I have a strong medical
background and have been a Registered Nurse since 1989. I am currently the VFW Liaison with the 51st
Fighter Wing at Osan Air Base and have significantly improved health care for our veterans in Korea. I
have been a proud Life Member of the VFW for 20 years and have been active in the MOC and VFW at
all levels. My experience level is drawn from the many Surgeon related positions that I have held, to
include many years of experience as Department Surgeon, MOC Grand of Pacific Surgeon, District 3
Surgeon and Post 10216 Surgeon. I believe my extensive medical background also makes me uniquely
qualified to be your Department Surgeon. VFW Awards that I have garnered as testimony to my
dedication include Outstanding Post Commander for Pacific Areas in 2010-2011. Last year I ran for the
position of National Surgeon and will run again the next time the Western Conference controls this
position.
My experiences in the VFW and MOC are extensive and include:
Post
Surgeon, 2007-2008, 2008-2009
Junior Vice Commander, 2009-2010
Commander, 2010-2011
Service Officer, 2013-2014
District III
Surgeon, 2008-2009, June 2009-January 2010
Junior Vice Commander, January 2010-June 2010
Senior Vice Commander, June 2010-June 2011

Department of Pacific Areas

Page 39

Volume XVII – Number 10

"Back to Basics"

May 2014

Commander, June 2011-2012
Pup Tent
Pill Pusher (Surgeon), 2007-2008, 2008-2009, 2009-2010
Blanket Bum, 2010-2011
Seamy (finally), 2012-2013
MOC Grand of Pacific
Grand Pill Pusher (Surgeon), 2009-2010, 2010-2011, 2012-2013
Awards Won
Outstanding VFW Post in the Pacific Areas for 2010-2011
Outstanding Post Commander in the Pacific Areas for 2010-201
MOC Grand of Pacific New Cootie of the Year, 2007-2008
MOC Grand of Pacific Cootie of the Year, 2008-2009
I hope I have met your expectations for this past VFW year and that you will honor me with re-election
as your Department of Pacific Areas Surgeon. I promise that I will give my all to support our veterans and
make us the best Department in the VFW!
I humbly ask for your support again as I seek the position as your Department Surgeon.

Yours in Comradeship,
Patrick “Doc” Higgins,
aka “the Witch Doctor”
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PACIFIC AREAS SERVICE OFFICER
On our Department of Pacific Areas website you can access information from our Service Officer,
Forms, Veterans Benefits Network and Link to VA Website.
http://vfwdeptpacific.org/index.php/service-officer

Yours in Comradeship ,
Donald Melendy
Email: dsodpa@vfwdeptpacific.org

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG

CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY
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PACIFIC AREAS GRAVE DIGGERS

Become a member and support the Department of Pacific Areas Grave Diggers Program which is
open to anyone who has a desire to support VFW ceremonial burial services honoring deceased veterans
and memorial services at the Clark Cemetery. To use our PDF "fill-able" application form log:
http://www.vfwpost2485.com/grave_diggers.pdf
Please mail your application and membership fee, as well as any future donations to:
VFW Post 2485
Attn: Grave Diggers
PSC 517, Box RC-V
FPO AP 96517-1000
If you make a donation or become a member of the Grave Diggers, we thank you very much and ask you
to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

Membership Information

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE
Are you a member in good standing? Look at your membership card. If it is about to expire, renew it
today or better yet, go LIFE MEMBERSHIP and save money over time. It’s never too late to switch to a
Life Membership and you never have to worry about rate increases or remembering to renew! Log onto:
http://emem.vfw.org/

Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP

Legacy Life Member levels are Gold, Silver, and Bronze.
VFW Life Members can now take the next step in ensuring veterans a better tomorrow by becoming a
Legacy Life Member today. Be remembered for your service as a veteran and VFW member. It’s easy to
get started. Choose from Gold, Silver or Bronze, each with its own prestigious benefits.

Gold $1,200, Silver $800, Bronze $400
For more information logon to: http://emem.vfw.org/
Membership is the future of our organization. All comrades should be willing assist with a
membership growth and/or help the post in whatever needs to be done. When you are submitting an
application for membership for a perspective new member, it is important to ensure you have it completed
properly so as not to delay the processing. At the next Post Monthly General Business Meeting, the
applications will be reviewed for completeness and voted on before submission to the VFW National
Headquarters. To ensure no delays in processing:
- Ensure you complete the application fully,
- Include proof of eligibility,
- Payment in the form of a check, money order, credit card, or cash for either Life Membership or
Annual Membership. (Checks and money orders will be made out to “VFW Post ________.”) Temporary
membership is then granted to attend VFW Meetings and events with the Post until such time as the
newly recruited Comrade receives their VFW.

USA – USAF – USN – USMC – USCG
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VFW Cootie Corner Announcements

PACIFIC AREAS PADDY DADDY PROGRAM

M.O.C. Grand of the Pacific is asking you to help support the Paddy Daddy Program.
Applications are available online on the VFW Department of Pacific Areas website. The Paddy Daddy
Application for signing up Comrades, Cooties, Friends, Family, and yes, even your Pets can be signed
up!
Please fill out as many applications as you like for a very good cause. The VFW National Home
Special Project is the recipient of the proceeds from our very own program in the Pacific Areas.
Send the application to me along with a check made out to “Ee CHI GAE Pup Tent #2, in the amount
of US$25.00, and I will promptly prepare your Certificate, Card and Pin and mail them to you. If you have
any questions please do not hesitate to e-mail bthaney@vfw10223.org.

Yours in Comradeship & L.O.T.C.S.,
Billy Haney
Pup Tent #2
Paddy Daddy
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