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August 4, 1790 - The Coast Guard was established.
August 6, 1945 - The first Atomic Bomb was dropped over the center
of Hiroshima at 8:15 a.m., by the American B-29 bomber Enola Gay.
August 7, 1964 - Following an attack on two U.S. destroyers in the Gulf
of Tonkin off North Vietnam, the U.S. Congress approved the Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution, granting President Lyndon B. Johnson authority "to
take all necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the
forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression."
August 7, 1990 - Just five days after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait,
President George Bush ordered Desert Shield, a massive military
buildup to prevent further Iraqi advances.
August 9, 1945 - The second Atomic bombing of Japan occurred as an
American B-29 bomber headed for the city of Kokura, but because of
poor visibility then chose a secondary target, Nagasaki.
August 14, 1945 - V-J Day, commemorating President Truman's
announcement that Japan had surrendered to the Allies.

Do you have the tools you need? See the VFW Store today:

http://www.vfwstore.org
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Department Officer’s Comments
From the Commander:
Comrades,
It was an honor to have the opportunity to attend my second National Convention in Charlotte,
NC. If you have not had the chance to attend a National Convention, I really would like to
encourage you to do so. It is such a wonderful experience to see how it all comes together and
the many comrades involved to make it all happen.
I want to thank all the Comrades that attended the National Convention. We had a total of 15
comrades from the Department of the Pacific Areas. Our own Pat “Doc” Higgins was in
attendants campaigning for National Surgeon and with assistance from PDC Lyons and JVC
Roberts they put on an outstanding hospitality room doing the convention.
The convention was special this year to me because of two special guests that were present to make their case to be the
next President of the United States, Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump. As well as my class of 2016-2017 Commander in
Chief Brain Duffy becoming commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. I would like for all comrades to take the time to
read his acceptance speech that is posted on the VFW website. A great speech with his goals and expectation of all of us
doing his year as Commander.
I’m so proud to be your Commander of our great Department of the Pacific Areas. It was with great pleasure to see the
many accomplishments and awards that were received by our Posts, Districts and Departments. We had three Post
Commanders present from Post 9612, 11447 and 12147 to receive their All-American award. Chief of Staff Bob Zaher
received awards for the Department for Life Legacy and Post 2485 for Outstanding Community Service. SVC Gilbert
received the Outstanding Project award for the Department. These were just a few of the outstanding accomplishments
by the comrades of the Department of the Pacific Areas.
Hopefully all Commanders are working with organizing for Voice of Democracy, Patriot Pen and Teacher’s Award
Program, as well as candidates for Firefighter, EMT and Law Enforcement Officer of the year nominees. Please be
reminded that anyone can nominate a teacher or public servant. For those post and districts that do not have a school in
their areas, please reach out to the following schools in Japan that do not have a VFW post in their area, Iwakuni, Sasebo
and Misawa.
Thanks to all that accepted the challenge to recruit 5 new members from our Department Convention to the National
Convention. There are a lot of incentives at the National and Department level for promoting membership early in the
year. Our Certified National Recruiter, Larry Lyons will be providing information on a membership drive that will be
running from now to our mid-term that I hope all will participate in. We have some huge challenges to attain All-American.
If you need help with your membership or have ideas on how to better promote our membership programs, please contact
our National Recruiter, Larry Lyons or our Membership Chairman, SVC John Gilbert.
Please continue to show others that we are an organization that is “COOL” and promote, market and tell them the many
great things we do as an organization.

“CLEAR THE WAY”
“LEADING, MENTORING and CARING”
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
Robert “Mo” Moses
Commander
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Senior Vice Commander:
Comrades,
My primary focus this year will be on membership and the All State program and I am proud to
report that we are following an exceptional recruiting year in 2015 – 2016. Department of
Pacific Areas under the leadership of DPA Commander Kemper finished second among the
Departments nationally in recruiting, and was selected as an All American Department. The
number of All American Districts and Posts within the Department was truly remarkable. My
thanks to all for their hard work, and outstanding results.
Our challenge this year will be to follow on this success with even greater achievements.
Sadly, each year we are faced with initially recruiting just to recover our comrades who have
passed on the previous year. This year will be no different and we will need to maintain our current momentum and
continue to seek out new members among our very dispersed eligible population to meet our goals. Key elements here
are raising the visibility of our Post activities, and utilizing the tools that communicate the VFW message to maximum
advantage.
We have a number of resources that can be used to good advantage to assist in marketing the VFW brand and recruiting
new members. Among them are the following:
• Our National Recruiter PDC Larry Lyons (pdclyons@vfwdeptpacific.org) is an excellent resource and an expert in
planning and funding recruiting events.
• Life Memberships are what sustains our Department. Cliff Wilsey (clffwilsey@gmail.com) is our resident expert on
incentives and processing Life memberships.
• A monthly Typhoon article addresses a range of marketing issues and includes formats and examples which are then
made available through the Marketing link on the DPA website.
• The VFW National website has a wide range of videos and other support materials available at the Membership
Recruiting and Retention web link.
The Department of Pacific Areas is a high performing organization and working together we will have another exceptional
membership year. At the macro level, only through increasing our VFW numbers will we be able to maintain our ability to
protect veteran benefits and influence legislation. A Department total of 12,000 members is achievable in the coming
year, and we can reach this milestone.
Tip of the month: If you are using the on-line system for an installment Life membership, you must follow-up with a signed
membership form. They can be faxed or emailed.
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
John Gilbert
Senior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Chief of Staff:
Comrades,
This year’s National Convention was one of the best in terms of attendance by our Department
delegates. Over eighteen were present including three All-American Commanders.
VFW Post 2485 of District 7 received three National Awards. First Post in the entire VFW to
achieved 100+ Legacy Life Members. Top Community Service Program in the Department.
Fred C. Hall Memorial Outstanding Post Special Project.
Unfortunately Past Department Commander Homer was unable to attend due to an illness. In
absentee he received many kudos from National Commander John Biedrzycki.
Our New Department Council Member Shawn Watson was sworn-in for a four year term. Outgoing Council Member Jerry
Kraus completed his term and received many thanks for a job well done in representing our Department at the National
Headquarters.
Our Department Commander Moses led his Team Pacific on the march at the Patriotic parade that included our
Department delegates. Well done Commander your Team Pacific march proud.
I hope to have some good news next month on a possible new Post in Western Australia.
Cheers,
Yours in comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chief of Staff
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Adjutant:
Hello Comrades,
Just returned from the National Convention. You would be proud as your Department of the
Pacific Areas finished a very close second in membership nationally. Also, DPA was extremely
well represented at the convention with almost 20 delegates/participants led by Commander
Moses.
Have received all election reports from the Posts, however, am still missing many Post General
Orders for the 2016-2017 term.
The following Posts have not yet submitted their GOs for this term:
9555, 9612, 9985, 1033, 10216, 10223, 12147, 9951, 10249, 11575, 12074, 3457, and 9892. Please provide your DPA
Adjutant with an email copy of your missing GO.
2016-2017 Commander in Chief Brian Duffy was installed and the following were elected/appointed and installed:
Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief Keith E. Harman
Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief Vincent “B.J.” Lawrence
Quartermaster General Debra L. Anderson
Chaplain Rev. Peter R. Hook
Judge Advocate General G. Anthony “Tony” Wolusky
Surgeon General James R. “Doc” Tuorila
Adjutant General & Executive Director, Washington Office Robert E. Wallace
National Chief of Staff Carl J. Kaelin
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Inspector General Harold J. “Hal” Roesch, II
Assistant Adjutant General Kevin C. Jones
Director, Administration & Operations, Washington Office Robert H. Jackson
Director, Administrative Operations David E. Prohaska
Director, Communications, Washington Office Joseph E. Davis
Director, Membership, Robert A. Crider
Director, National Legislative Service Raymond C. KelleyMaryland
Director, National Veterans Service Gerald T. Manar
Director, Programs Lynn W. Rolf, III
Director, Publications & Editor-in-Chief, VFW Magazine Richard K. Kolb
All the best and warmest regards,
Bear
Adjutant
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Quartermaster:
Comrades,
I’d like to remind all new Quartermasters how important it is to establish an online account with
VFW National. Once you do this, you will have access to Quartermaster Tools, which puts a
wealth of information at your fingertips and lets you easily handle almost all you daily
transactions with National. Also, if you have not already done so, you should send National an
Electronic Funds Transfer form so they can deposit money directly into your Post checking
account. This form can be found on our Department website, or if you prefer, email me and I’ll
send you one.
Quartermaster Bonds for the 2016-2017 VFW year have been emailed to every Post and
District Quartermaster who paid for one. They were sent to the Quartermasters’ Department email address. The chart
below lists Posts and Districts which have not yet ordered QM Bonds for next year. Buddy Poppies have also been
ordered and should be received by the end of August. Again, the chart below shows which Posts have ordered Poppies
and how many were ordered.
It’s not too early to go over the requirements for All-State and All-American honors for the upcoming year. The
requirements can be found on our Department website. Let’s give Commander Mo the same outstanding support
Commander Homer received last year. We can show the world that the Department of Pacific Areas is the best in the
VFW!

2016-2017 POST AND DISTRICT AUDITS / POPPIES / QUARTERMASTER BONDS
AUDITS
SUBMITTED
9723
District I
1054
9555
9612
District II
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12109
12147
District III
727
9957
District IV
9876
9951

JUNE ‘16

X

X
X

X
X

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

SEP ‘16

DEC ‘16

MAR ‘17

BUDDY POPPIES
ORDERED ‘16-‘17
$58.00/500
X
$174.00/1500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$232.00/2000
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500

QM BOND
ORDERED 2016-‘17
$100.00/$40.000. Pd. *
$10.50/$3,000
Pd.*
$100.00/$40,000 Pd.*
$87.50/$25,000.
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd.*
$70.00/$20,000
Pd.*
$28.00/$8,000
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd.*
$87.50/$25,000
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000
$21.00/$6,000

Pd.*

$14.50/$4,000

Pd.*

$10.50/$3,000.
Pd.*
$150.00/$60,000. Pd.*
$17.50/$5,000.
Pd.*
Page 5
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10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
District V
1509
2917
3457
District VI
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
District VII

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

X
X

$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$116.00/1000
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Yours in comradeship,
Pete Callaghan
Quartermaster
Department of Pacific Areas

August 2016
$27.50/$8,000.
$52.50/$15,000

Pd.*
Pd.*

$52.50/$15,000.
$35.00/$10,000
$52.50/$15,000.
$70.00/$28,000
$75.00/$30,000.
$70.00/$28,000.
$10.50.$3,000.
$70.00/$28,000.
$325.00/$130,000.
$35.00/ $10,000.
$30.00/$9,000
$10.50/$3,000
$10.50/$3,000.

Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
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From the Judge Advocate:
Comrades,
In this issue I’ll discuss the Post Relief Fund (hereinafter, fund) and its purposes as there have
been some questions concerning usage of the fund in the past months that need to be clarified.
The fund is established by Posts that acquire money normally from selling Buddy Poppies and
other moneys that may be solicited or donated for veteran relief purposes. The purposes and
procedures are outline in the National Manual of Procedure, Section 219, as indicated herein.

RELIEF FUND
National Manual of Procedure, Section 219
The Quartermaster of the Post will be the custodian of the relief fund and will expend monies there from, as direct by the
Post, for the following purposes:
(a) Aid, assistance, relief, and comfort of needy or disabled veterans or members of the Armed Forces and their
dependents, and the widows and orphans of deceased veterans.
(b) Maintenance and expansion of the VFW National Home for Children and other facilities devoted exclusively to the
benefit and welfare of the dependents, widows, and orphans of disabled, needy or deceased veterans or members of the
Armed Forces.
(c) Necessary expenses in providing entertainment, care and assistance to hospitalized veterans or members of the
Armed forces.
(d) Veterans’ rehabilitation, welfare, and service work.
(e) To perpetuate the memory of deceased veterans and member of the Armed Forces, and to comfort their survivors.
(f) To foster true patriotism through historical and educational programs.
(g) Remission of dues of sick, needy or disabled members.
(h) Necessary expenses to support the relief fund such as the purchase of Buddy Poppies.
Relief funds may be invested in approved securities but shall not be loaned to the Post or other units or transferred from
the relief fund in any manner or under any guise.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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FUND USAGE
The official usage of the fund is given above in Section 219, which relates to fairly specific guidance. However,
sometimes comrades read into what is presented to meet their needs, as difference situations occur. With that said, the
following are some areas that have been questioned in the past and currently about the usage and expenditures of the
fund:
Payment of dues – The Post may remit dues of sick, needy or disabled members from the fund. This should not be
construed to mean that you can use the funds for early bird or free membership programs as it has to be used only for
members that are sick, needy or disabled.
Youth Activities – Funds may be used for these youth activity programs if they are considered to foster true patriotism
through educational programs, such as the VOD and Patriotic Pen contests.
Fund Support – Any necessary expenses to support the fund such as purchasing Buddy Poppies may utilize the fund.
Clark Cemetery – If a Post desires to donate moneys to support the cemetery for perpetuating memories of deceased
veterans buried at Clark Cemetery or any other cemetery where veterans are buried, it may use this fund. Just
remember, if you lay a wreath using flowers or Buddy Poppies at a veteran’s gravesite, you can donate to support that
cemetery in its upkeep if the membership so desires.
MAP – The Post may consider using the fund under Section 219, paragraphs (a) and (c) if the event is for hospitalized
Veterans and their Families. However, if you are doing a function for a normal unit, then it goes beyond the scope and
purpose of the fund. Please refer to the Commander’s Manual under Programs ~ National Military Services (NMS) for
instructions on the MAP. Some programs where the fund may be used are the Matching Funds Events and Emergency
Financial Assistance that requires matching funds by the Post. Also, on any MAP event it may be best to use moneys
from the General Fund first and if necessary utilize the fund depending on the event and revenue available. The key word
here is "necessary", so the Post membership must vote on expenditures from the fund in each case and record in their
minutes.
VFW National Disaster Relief Fund – The VFW National Disaster Relief Fund, which is a matching fund program that
may be used by Department when;
1) a “natural disaster” occurs within a Department’s geographical area and,
2) specific funds are requested and matched by donations from within the Department.
If this event should occur the fund may be used for relief of Department veterans and their families in order to request
additional matching funds from National.
(Note: The Department’s Guidelines and Procedures for National Disaster Relief Policy may be found on the Department
Website by going to the Judge Advocates Page and click on Policy and then sub-link titled “Natural Disaster Relief
Policy”.)
Disaster relief outside Department – The fund may be used for disaster relief if moneys are utilized for aid,
assistance, relief, comfort of the needy or disabled veterans or members of the armed forces and their dependents, and
the widows and orphans of deceased veterans. Funds for hurricanes / typhoons / earthquakes outside the Department
area may be used as long as the funds are earmarked for those in need of relief as mentioned above. An example of
disaster relief usage outside the Department area was when the Commander-in-Chief asked Posts to use the fund to
donate at least $1 per member for relief in the case of Hurricane Katrina for needy veterans. Also, the National
Headquarters has requested donations for Haiti earthquake disaster to assist veterans and their families affected by the
quake.
All information presented above on usage of the fund has been confirmed with the Administrative Operations at National
Headquarters and they clearly indicated that Posts should adhere to Section 219 for the purposes of the fund at all times.
With this in mind, there may be a few areas that comrades will have enquiries about usage of the funds. So, if you have

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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any questions concerning the fund please review Section 219 and apply common sense with rational in order to ensure
that the fund is utilized for what it is intended.
Comrades, if you have any question about the above presentation please feel free to contact me at
advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or bill.wichman@msa.hinet.net. God bless you comrades, God Bless America".
THE JUDGE'S SAYING ON LAW:

Yours in comradeship,
Bill Wichman
Judge Advocate
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Chaplain:
Comrades,
First and Foremost Thank You for your Dedication to our Great Country
and our Great Department.
th

It was my honor to attend the Battle for Osan, Task Force Smith 66
Anniversary. This marked the first battle of the Korean War, and was
fought by brave men who gave their lives to hold the peninsula until
support could be sent to Korea. In attendance this year were 3 TFS
survivors who spent the war as POW’s in North Korea. Mr. Raymond
Bernard Mellin, Mr. Jack Perry Goodwin, and Mr. George Carlton
Pleasant, along with their families they came to pay respects. First visit
back since they had been captured those many years ago. Like our Comrades from WW2 their numbers are growing
smaller, so if you get a chance to sit down and talk, please do so. Like you and I know it is sometimes easier to tell a
story to a Comrade who can understand.

Comrades, it is my duty to take Roll Call, sadly the following Comrades are Still Out on Patrol, Don Pulsifer, Japan,
Joseph Condry, Thailand, and Edmond Verille, Philippines. All passed in the last few weeks please keep their families in
your prayers. Again please make sure your Post Chaplains get the names of anyone who passes so we make sure they
are recognized. If you are unable to attend your Posts meetings to inform your Chaplain email me directly at either
chapdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or my warren.maxson@yahoo.com
Send me the Following:
• FULL NAME and NICK NAME (if they have one). Some Comrades are known more by their Nicknames.
• Post Number / Pup Tent
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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• Army / Navy / Air Force / Marines / Coast Guard
Chaplains continue to send your Taps reports.
Again Thank You for your Service.
Yours in Comradeship,
Warren “MAX” Maxson
Chaplain
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Surgeon:
Comrades,

Understanding Cholesterol
Cholesterol is a type of fat (lipid) that’s carried in the blood. Your body makes cholesterol in the
liver. You also get it from certain foods. The body needs some cholesterol to stay healthy. But
high cholesterol increases buildup in plaque (a fatty substance) in the blood vessels. This
lessens or blocks blood flow in these vessels. This raised your risk of her heart attack, stroke,
and other health problems.
Types of Lipids: There are three key lipids in the blood:
• LDL (low-density lipoprotein) cholesterol. This is called “bad” because it can cause plaque buildup in the blood
vessels.
• HDL (high-density lipoprotein) cholesterol. This is called “good” because it helps remove LDL cholesterol from the
bloodstream.
• Triglycerides. These are a special form of fat your body uses to store energy. Like cholesterol, they can cause
plaque buildup in the blood vessels.
Healthy Cholesterol Levels:
• Total Cholesterol: Lower than 200
• HDL Cholesterol: 40 or higher for men, 50 or higher for women
• LDL Cholesterol: Lower than 100
• Triglycerides: Lower than 150
• Types of Cholesterol Medications
Types of Cholesterol Medications:
• Statins (HMG-CoA reductase inhibitors): Statins are thought to be the best at lowering cholesterol. They do this by
keeping the body from making cholesterol. Benefits: Statins lower LDL cholesterol. They also slightly raise HDL
cholesterol and lower triglycerides.
• Selective cholesterol absorption inhibitors: These prevent the body from taking cholesterol from food. They may be
prescribed for use alone or with statin. Benefits: These medications lower LDL cholesterol. They also slightly raise HDL
cholesterol and lower triglycerides.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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• Resins (also called bile acid sequestrants or bile acid-binding drugs): Resins work by binding to bile (a substance that
helps that body digest food).Normally, most bile is absorbed by the body during digestion. But when bile is bound to
resin, it is excreted from the body. So, the body must make more bile. To do this, the body takes cholesterol from the
bloodstream. Benefits: Resins lower LDL cholesterol.
• Fibrates (fibric acid derivatives). These reduce the amount of triglycerides the body makes. They also help to clear
these lipids from the blood. Benefits: Fibrates lower triglycerides. They also raise HDL cholesterol.
• Niacin (nicotinic acid): Niacin (vitaminB3) affects how the liver makes blood fats. (Note: Non-prescription niacin
should not be used to treat cholesterol problems). Benefits: Niacin raises HDL cholesterol. It also lowers triglycerides
and LDL cholesterol.
• Omega-3 fatty acids: These reduce the amount of triglycerides the body makes. They also help to clear these lipids
from the blood. Omega-3 fatty acids are found in many foods. These include salmon and other oily fish, and walnuts.
Benefits. Omega-3s lower triglycerides. (Note: They may increase LDL cholesterol in some patients.)
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael Napsey
Surgeon
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Certified National Recruiter:
Greeting Comrades,
Just got back from the National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina. We had a good
turnout of comrades attending many at their own expense. If I can add right I believe it was 19
people from the Pacific Areas. As far as recruiting awards go at the Convention our new DPA
JVC, Casey “E” Roberts received his All American Post Commander Hat at the Convention all
others are being mailed out from National.
As you can see below MEMSTAT currently are showing only Annual Members I have included
what I can see on my recruiters report on Life Memberships that have been processed those
are the ones in yellow. Next month Typhoon we should be all caught up.
Hopefully you all have made your schedules out for recruiting drives, this years All State and All American are basically
the same I encourage you to look at these so you will know what to aim for this year.
Remember I am only an email away if you need any recruiting material. The request form is on our DPA WEB Site. Let
me help you with what you need. Please use the following email PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org I am here to make you
successful this year. Speaking of that we are throwing a bit of “Gold Dust” into recruiting this year, we have “Pot of Gold”
recruiting program to make it rewarding for the recruiters to get their Post up to speed quicker. See the flyer at the end of
my article and post it at canteen if you have one and send out to all your comrades’ in your Post via your email system.
One lucky recruiter have a chance to win big bucks from QM Pete. In the “Pot of Gold” will be one dollar for every new
and reinstated Annual or Life Member. For every 5 members recruited you will get one chit in the drawing for the “Pot of
Gold”. This will take place at the CofA and you do not have to be there to win!
The following recruiters have recruited 5 or more members and have earned one chit each in the Post of Gold drawing!
Name
Cliff Wilsey
Leon Ellison
William Russel

Post
2485
10216
9612

QTY
7
6
5

Name
Larry Lyons
Gasper Delise
Robert Moses

Post
12147
9985
9555

QTY
6
6
5

Remember as our one of our Past Department Commanders and New MOC Supreme Commander, Jim Malott would say:
“They can’t say yes unless you ask them.”
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Pacific Areas as of Tuesday, August 02, 2016
Post
9723
1054
9555
9612
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12109
12147
727
9957
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
1509
2917
3457
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
15055

Dst Life
1
0
1
0
2
0
2
1
2
5
2
6
3
0
3
0
3
0
3
6
3
0
3
0
3
6
3
12
4
0
4
0
4
0
5
0
5
0
5
0
5
0
5
0
5
0
5
1
5
1
6
0
6
0
6
3
6
3
7
6
7
3
7
0
7
0
7
0
7
9
99
0
99
0
32

New
0
0
0
2
1
3
0
6
1
14
0
0
6
27
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
4
5
0
0
3
3
0
4
0
0
0
4
3
3
45

Reinst
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3

Cont
1
1
0
1
5
6
1
5
1
4
1
1
0
13
0
0
0
0
2
0
2
3
1
3
11
0
0
3
3
0
8
0
0
2
10
5
5
49

Total
1
1
0
4
11
15
1
11
2
25
1
1
12
53
0
0
0
0
2
1
2
3
2
8
18
1
0
9
7
6
15
0
0
2
14
8
8
129

Prior Year Div
802
1
802
798
1
371
2
497
2
1666
760
1
427
2
534
2
1178
1
277
3
35
10
150
5
3361
73
8
325
3
398
425
2
258
3
143
5
260
3
107
7
112
6
95
7
1400
387
2
212
4
242
4
844
137
6
1676
1
252
3
468
2
99
7
2641
575
2
575
11675

City
OKINAWA, JAPAN

N/R LM Prior Annual
0
74
0
YOKOSUKA CITY
0
58
YOKOTA
1
60
CAMP ZAMA
5
61
6
SEOUL
0
29
TONGDUCHON
0
182
DAEGU
0
56
SONGTAN
6
237
CAMP HUMPHREYS
0
73
WAEGWAN
0
34
SEONGNAM
6
59
12
TAICHUNG
0
5
TAIPEI
0
16
0
PATTAYA CITY
0
72
BANGKOK
0
24
KORAT AF BASE
0
27
UDORN, THAILAND
0
28
PHNOM PENH
0
10
CHIANG MAI
0
41
BAN CHANG
1
50
1
YIGO, GUAM
0
50
AGAT
0
36
SAIPAN, CNMI
3
36
3
BAGUIO CITY
6
0
ANGELES CITY
3
100
LA UNION
0
24
SUBIC BAY
0
29
CEBU
0
47
0
PACIFIC AREAS
0
0
32

Highlighted Yellow are Life Members I see in my reports.
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From the Inspector:
Hello Comrades,
I am hoping everyone had a nice and safe 4th of July holiday!!! Just a note to the Department
before I make my way to Charlotte and the 117th National Convention. I would like to reminder
our District Commanders to contact me to provide the names of their Deputy Inspectors and as
soon as you can the dates of your scheduled inspections.
Again for your information, there are no changes to the Inspection Forms from last year. Our
goal is to have the Department be 100% by the C of A in December. Inspection Forms can be
obtained on-line. Go to the DPA Forms Portal at
http://www.vfwdeptpacific.org/index.php/dpaforms. Right click on Post and/or District
Inspection Form, download and complete, scan the Forms with signatures, and e-mail them to
me Immediately after completion at inspdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org.
District/Post Commanders, and Deputy Inspectors, please contact me for any questions concerning the Inspection
Program. Again, my email address is: inspdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org.
In closing, although we are in the second month of the new Term, I hope all Districts and Posts are getting ready to hit
your strides so we have another successful year!!! I look forward to seeing our Department Comrades who are also
making the long journey to Charlotte. My congratulations to outgoing National CINC Biedrzycki for a great year and I am
very excited to have the opportunity to see National SVC Brian Duffy (who joined us at our Convention) get installed as
the new CINC!!! Please take care of yourselves and all the best to each of you!! Remember...go USA!!!
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
Kevin E. Mitchell
Inspector
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the National Councilmember:
Comrades,
First I would like to say thank you for allowing me to serve as your National Council Member. It
is a great honor. Later this month, I will be going to Kansas City to attend the Council meeting.
Chief Duffy has assigned me to the budget and finance committee. I’m looking forward to
working with the Quartermaster General and the rest of the committee members.
As you know the National Convention was last month. The Pacific had a record turnout for
attendance. Commander in Chief Brian Duffy was installed and is the first Gulf War vet to
serve in this role. Also, the new Quartermaster General is a Gulf War vet and the first female
to hold the office. Bob Wallace will be doing double duty this year. He has the Adjutant
General position and will continue as the Director of the Washington DC office.
During the next four years, if any of you have any issues or concerns that you would like me to take to National, do not
hesitate to let me know. Send me an email describing the issue, the more detail the better. Remember I am your voice at
National!
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Shawn Watson
National Council Member for
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say yes unless you ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Department Committee Reports
From the Americanism Chairman:

Comrades,

Victory over Japan Day V-J DAY

Victory over Japan Day (also known as Victory in the Pacific Day, V-J Day, or V-P Day) is the day on which Japan
surrendered in World War II, in effect ending the war. The term has been applied to both of the days on which the initial
announcement of Japan's surrender was made – to the afternoon of August 15, 1945, in Japan, and, because of time
zone differences, to August 14, 1945 (when it was announced in the United States and the rest of the Americas and
Eastern Pacific Islands) – as well as to September 2, 1945, when the signing of the surrender document occurred,
officially ending World War II.
August 15 is the official V-J Day for the UK, while the official U.S. commemoration is September 2. The name, V-J Day,
had been selected by the Allies after they named V-E Day for the victory in Europe.
On September 2, 1945, a formal surrender ceremony was performed in Tokyo Bay, Japan, aboard the battleship USS
Missouri. In Japan, August 15 usually is known as the "memorial day for the end of the war" (終戦記念日 Shūsenkinenbi?); the official name for the day, however, is "the day for mourning of war dead and praying for peace"
(戦没者を追悼し平和を祈念する日 Senbotsusha o tsuitōshi heiwa o kinensuru hi?). This official name was adopted in
1982 by an ordinance issued by the Japanese government.
Yours in Comradeship,
Ronald J. Davis
Americanism Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Recruiting is the key to our future.
Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say yes unless you ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Clark Veterans Cemetery Chairman:
Comrades,

VFW POST 2485 ANGELES CITY, PHILIPPINES
CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY JULY 2016
Processing of Burial requests through ABMC and CDC takes 3-4 business days. Phase one of
construction (perimeter and support buildings) is well under way at the cemetery.
Significant Activities (6):
05 Jul 2016 - VFW
06 Jul 2016 - VFW
07 Jul 2016 - VFW
15 Jul 2016 - VFW
25 Jul 2016 - VFW
28 Jul 2016 - VFW

Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Bayani Muerong, SN, USN.
Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for James Young, MSgt, USAF.
Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for James Page, MSgt, USMC.
Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for James Hebron, Sgt, USMC.
Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Aldora Larkins, MSgt, USAF.
Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Herbert Heinen, MSgt, USAF.

As of 31 Jul 2016, Grave Digger life membership stands at 1349. No new Gravediggers added in the month of July 2016.
We plan, in the near future when sufficient storage space is available, to replace our tent and chairs and to purchase a
sound system to be used during burials and Veteran’s Day Ceremonies.
Grave Digger Memberships will continue to be offered as a legacy commemorative program, with donations used for
indigent Veteran burials, upgrade of burial equipment, and to help defray the expenses of our annual Veterans Day
Ceremony.
Thank each of you who have made possible a dignified burial service to our fallen veteran comrades and their surviving
family.
Information is available on the Post 2485 website http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery_report.doc and Clark Veteran's
Cemetery Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ClarkVeteransCemetery.
“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
Yours in comradeship,
Norman G. Smith
Clark Cemetery Chairman (2016-2017)
Department of Pacific Areas

From the Legislative Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
This election cycle has been, well, unique is as good a word as any. But while the focus has
been on the presidential race, the downstream races are just as important. The local races,
from Congress to state offices, could even have more practical ramifications for the VFW in our
mission asvets helping other vets. As always, I urge you to let your voice be heard. Let all of
your local, state, and federal representatives know your views, but most of all, vote!
Most of our Department of the Pacific comrades do not live in their districts, so for us to vote,
we need to cast absentee ballots, and that requires a bit of work and planning. There have
been more than a few elections where the outcomes have been determined by those ballots,
so there is no excuse for any of us to do our civic duty. There is still time to register, but the clock is ticking. To find out
how to register in your home state or to get your Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot, please to https://www.fvap.gov/citizenvoter/overview.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Not to sound like a broken record, but once again, I highly recommend that each member sign up for the VFW Action
Corps Weekly. This weekly e-mail highlights VFW legislative issues of interest and is a good way to remain up-to-date on
items that could affect veterans. To sign up, simply go to vfw.org, click on “VFW in D.D.,” then go the National Legislative
Service” link where you will find the current newsletter as well as being able to sign up for the newsletters to be e-mailed
to you.
Here are some of the current legislative highlights concerning vets:
1. Presidential Candidates Address VFW Convention: Both presidential candidates made time to address the 117th
VFW National Convention in Charlotte, N.C. Former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton spoke Monday and Donald Trump
spoke Tuesday, to a packed house of VFW and Auxiliary delegates. The VFW does not endorse any candidates for any
office, but their appearance does continue a longstanding VFW tradition to provide an opportunity for those seeking the
nation’s highest office to address the nation’s largest and oldest major war veterans’ organization.
2. President Signs COLA Act of 2016: President Obama signed into law the Veterans’ Compensation COLA Act of
2016 on July 22. The act, H.R. 5588, proposed by Congressman Ralph Abraham (R-LA), provides veterans with an
increased rate of disability benefits. The new law will go into effect Dec. 1, 2016. The Department of Veterans Affairs will
also be required to increase additional compensation for dependents, clothing allowance for certain disabled veterans,
and dependency and indemnity compensation for surviving spouses and children.
3. VA Expands Health Care Eligibility for Camp Lejeune Veterans: On Monday, VA issued a final rule to expand VA
health care eligibility for veterans affected by contaminated drinking water at Camp Lejeune. Starting this week, veterans
who served at least 30 days at Camp Lejeune from August 1, 1953 through December 31, 1987, are eligible to receive
no-cost health care for 15 medical conditions that have been linked to the contaminated water. Previously, only veterans
who served at Camp Lejeune from January 1, 1957 were covered. Veterans who have been diagnosed with any of the 15
medical conditions may receive reimbursement for the cost of treatment if the care was provided on or after December 16,
2014, when the law expanding eligibility was signed. However, veterans must submit a request for reimbursement no
later than July 18, 2018. For more information on benefits and services for Camp Lejeune veterans, visit:
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/camp-lejeune.
4. VFW Life Member Receives Medal of Honor: President Obama presented the Medal of Honor on Monday, 18 July,
to Army Lt. Col. Charles Kettles in a ceremony at the White House. Lt. Col. Kettles is credited with saving some 44 lives
on May 15, 1967, while serving as a UH-1 Huey helicopter commander. Kettles, of Ypsilanti, Mich., is a Life Member of
the VFW. Early that morning, his platoon had dropped about 80 soldiers into a river valley, but the troops were ambushed
and surrounded. Kettles and his fellow pilots made several trips back and forth, bringing in reinforcements and
evacuating the wounded, but by afternoon, it was clear that the situation was hopeless. Only 44 troops remained, facing
what Kettles estimated was a battalion-sized force. During the emergency extraction, Kettles learned eight men had been
left behind. He immediately turned around and headed back to the landing zone. “The bottom line is those soldiers went
home to their families,” said Kettles. “Their names aren't carved in stone on a wall in D.C. No medal can compare with
that.” Read more at: https://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/2016/07/18/president-obama-awards-medal-honor-lt-col-charleskettles.
5. House Committee Holds TBI Hearing: On Wednesday, the House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Disability
Assistance and Memorial Affairs held a hearing on inadequate examinations for Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) claims. In
2008, VA issued a directive stating that any veteran who files a disability claim for TBI, and who hadn’t been previously
diagnosed with TBI, must have the initial examination performed by either a psychiatrist, physiatrist, neurologist or
neurosurgeon. A later report found that 24,000 veterans’ initial exams did not meet the directive’s guidelines. On May 16,
2016, VA sent letters to all affected veterans, giving them one year to contact VA for reexamination. Hearing participants
discussed what caused the failures and whether or not the single letter is sufficient notification to these veterans. To
watch the full hearing, click here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qyes33Dpch4. The hearing starts at the 28:47
mark.
6. The VFW issued a statement concerning Donald Trump on Monday, 1 August, regarding his comments about Ghazala
Khan, the mother of a fallen Muslim Army Captain. “Election year or not, the VFW will not tolerate anyone berating a Gold
Star family member for exercising his or her right of speech or expression,” said VFW leader Brian Duffy in a statement.
“There are certain sacrosanct subjects that no amount of wordsmithing can repair once crossed,” Duffy said in the
statement. “Giving one’s life to nation is the greatest sacrifice, followed closely by all Gold Star families, who have a right
to make their voices heard.”
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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(As posted above, the VFW does not endorse any candidate for political office.)
Comrades, this concludes my report on legislative matters concerning veterans. If you have any questions you may
contact me at corter79@hotmail.com.
Yours in Comradeship,
Jonathan Brazee
Legislative Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Legacy Life Membership Chairman:

Comrades,
Legacy? WHAT IS IT? It is a way of converting your life membership into a membership that will be more powerful in
helping current and future veterans. It also can provide you a personal lasting legacy within the VFW.
HOW DOES IT WORK? An annual endowment in your name will be made to your Post, Department and the VFW
National organization.
HOW MUCH IS THE ENDOWMENT? Depends on which legacy type you choose. A bronze membership brings in $6
annually for both the Post and Department. Silver increases to $12 and gold provides $18. If you so choose, the annual
endowments will continue in your name forever, even after you die, at no extra cost.
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? Bronze is $400, Silver $800 and Gold $1200. You may pay by installment. There are no
additional fees. The endowments will help the future financial security of your Post as the number of memberships grow.
The DPA Legacy Life Membership is approaching 204 Legacy Life members.
ARE THERE OTHER BENEFITS? There are various commodity and recognition benefits which Post Legacy officer can
explain.
BOTTOM LINE? The VFW Legacy Life Membership Program is an excellent vehicle for helping assure the continuing
vitality of our organization at the grass roots level. Please consider becoming a Legacy member. It will be good for you
and for all of us.
Yours in Comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chairman, Legacy Life Membership
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Life Membership Chairman:

Greetings Comrades,
The Department will once again provide paid life memberships to Posts meeting the following criteria:
Posts over 1,000 Members
1 Life Membership for each
15 N/R Life Member recruited

Posts with 500 - 999 Members
1 Life Membership for each
10 N/R Life Member or Multiple

Posts under 500 Members
1 Life Membership for each
5 N/R Life Member or Multiple

Scan applications to me at: clffwilsey@gmail.com The Department Quartermaster says that he has the funds for this
program. Let’s help him spend it.
Yours in Comradeship,
Cliff Wilsey
Life Membership Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Mid-Term Council of Administration
Chairman:
Comrades Greetings!
The Department of Pacific Areas Mid-Term Council of Administration will be held 2-4 December
2016 at the Oasis Hotel, Angeles City, Philippines. On behalf of District Commander H. D.
Keller and host VFW Post 2485 Commander Norme Smith they look forward to welcoming you.
The Department website will have the registration and schedule up and running later this
month.
Cheers!
Yours in Comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chairman, Mid-Term Council of Administration
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the National Home for Children Chairman:

Every child deserves a happy family
Comrades,
Just returning from the 117th National Convention. Was great learning experience. If you ever
get the chance I would recommend attending one. Was able to talk two of National Home
representatives, I learned that a National Home sponsorship might be opening up and I will be bringing this up to
Department JVC to see if the DPA could possibly support a home if it in fact does come open. I think this is a very
excellent way for us to get the Pacific Areas more recognition.
Donation’s
At this time I would like to address a small issue that I see our District’s and Post are having when they submit their
Donations to the National Home.
To make online donations go to www.vfwnationalhome.org Click on Donate Now
Choose Donation Amount: $25.00, $50.00, $100.00, Other (Amount for All State has changed from $100.00 to $50.00
this year.)
Designation: (Where you want your Donation use for) Where Needed Most, Activity Fund, Amy Ross Endowment Fund,
Education Fund, Helpline Fund, Maintenance Fund, Scholarship Fund, Technology Fund, Transportation Fund,
Recreation Area Improvement Fund and Museum Fund.
Recurring Gift: Check this block if you wish to make this a monthly Donation.
Tribute Gift: Checking this box will open another drop down were you can add the person name that you are honoring.
Billing Address: Here is the BIG one. If you are making this gift on behalf of an organization like your District or Post
CHECK this block. In the Organization name block please put your District or Post number If would help if you put it in as
DPA, POST (######).
Continue on with putting your Billing address in. I always leave a comment like Donation on Behalf of Post (######).
Payment details: Finish this and click on Donate.
They should send you a notice to the Email address that you put in the Billing Address area. This is the email that you
should forward to the DPA National Home Chairman so your District or Post can get check off. It is also used it to double
check the monthly listing received from the National Home.
Donation by Mailing in a Check: If this is done on a personal check, please insure that you have written in the memo
area that it is on behalf of DPA & your Post number. You should also include a small note in the envelope with your email
address so they can send you a receipt.
Please use this USPS address: VFW National Home, 3573 South Waverly Road, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
The Kids Celebrate 4H Success at The Eaton County Fair!
Months of hard work, persistence, and practice culminated in the 2016 Eaton County Fair on the week of July 11th for the
4H members of the VFW National Home for Children. The weather was hot but breezy as the kids guided their hogs
past the judge, careful to never step in between her and their pig. This year we had 13 kids showing hogs. For
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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showmanship, there was a 4th place, two 5th place and a 6th place winner. For the individual judging, the pigs took a 1st,
three 2nd, two 3rd, two 4th, and a 5th place.
The following day it was even hotter as five girls from the National
Home showed their seven rabbits. The amount of kids participating
in the rabbit showing is huge (they are divided by age with at least 20
kids in each group.) The girls placed 2nd, 4th, 5th, and 10th, and
there was an honorable mention in the rabbit showmanship. During
the individual judging, three of the rabbits were given best of breed.
With their non-livestock projects, the kids have also done a great job!
Two of our paintings were held back for consideration of top ten. 4H
is such a powerful tool to teach kids responsibility and patience. The
kids have had fun spending time with their friends, seeing their 4-H
friends and making new ones, sharing their knowledge with their
family and making memories.
National Home Donation Report
Here is the latest listing of our District’s and Post’s that have made their annual donation to the VFW National Home for
the Children. This report is as of 03 August 2016 as received in from the NH and Post Quartermasters.
District / POST

Reported

District 1
9723
District 2
1054
9555
9612
District 3
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12109
12147
District 4
727
9957

No
No
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

Total
Not Confirmed

District / POST
Donated

District / POST

Reported

District 5
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
District 6
1509
2917
3457
District 7
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
Total

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

$100.00
$50.00
$100.00

$250.00
Grand Total

District / POST
Donated

$0.00

$250.00

Please report any and all donations that you make to the National Home to me so they can be recorded and tracked.
Email them to nhcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
The VFW National Home for Children serves as a living memorial to America’s Veterans by helping our nation’s
veteran and military families during difficult times.
Yours in Comradeship,
Randell E. Himes
National Home for Children Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Page 20

Volume XX - Number 2

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

August 2016

From the Assistant Department Service Officer:
Comrades,
Disabled veterans are eligible to receive an increase in their benefits next year thanks to a bill
by Congressman Ralph Abraham, M.D., R-Alto, that became law over the weekend.
President Obama signed Dr. Abraham’s HR 5588, the Veterans’ Compensation COLA Act of
2016, on Friday, July 22. The new law directs the Department of Veterans Affairs to increase,
as of Dec. 1, the rates of veterans’ disability compensation, additional compensation for
dependents, the clothing allowance for certain disabled veterans, and dependency and
indemnity compensation for surviving spouses.
The amount of the increase will be equivalent to the increase provided under Title II of the Social Security Act. The
precise amount of the adjustment will not be known until the end of the calendar year.
Yours in Comradeship,
Barry P. Moshinsky
Assistant Department Service Officer
Department of Pacific Areas
barrymoshinsky@gmail.com

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

ADSO

From the POW-MIA Chairman:
Comrades,
It's been 65 years.
Toni Murphy almost gave up hope that her uncle, Army Cpl. George P. Grifford of Grosse
Pointe Farms, would ever come home.
"I wasn't looking for him, but he found me anyway," the 72-year-old New Baltimore woman said
of her uncle – a prisoner of war during the Korean War and whose remains were unaccounted
for until last year. "I'm so grateful he came in my lifetime, at least someone remembers. This is
a living miracle to me."
Murphy will get do what her mother and grandmother did not before they died – bury Grifford's remains in Arlington
National Cemetery in Arlington, Va., six decades after the Chinese claimed Grifford died on Feb. 6, 1951, while being
held prisoner in North Korea.
"It's been a long journey," Murphy said.
The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced that Grifford's remains
were identified and will be returned to his family for burial with full military
honors.
Grifford, 18, enlisted Oct. 20, 1949. He was a member of the 37th Field
Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division. On Nov. 30, 1950, enemy forces near
Kunu-ri, North Korea attacked his unit. He was reported missing in action after
the battle, according to the accounting agency.
In 1953, the Chinese reported Grifford died two years earlier while being held
prisoner in North Korea. A military review board amended his status to
deceased.
The accounting agency said that in 1954, United Nations and communist forces
exchanged the remains of war dead in Operation Glory.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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All of the recovered remains were turned over to the Army’s Central Identification Unit for analysis. The remains unable to
be identified were buried as unknown soldiers at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawaii, known as the
Punchbowl.
Grifford was X-14029.
In 1999, because of advances in technology, the Department of Defense began to re-examine records. It determined the
possibility of identifying of some of the unknown soldiers now existed, according to the accounting agency.
Grifford's remains were exhumed Feb. 25, 2015, for analysis. Accounting agency scientists used circumstantial
evidence, dental analysis and chest radiographs to match his records.
Grifford is one of 17 missing Michiganders who ended up being accounted for from the Korean War. There are 347
others who still are missing, according to the accounting agency's website.
They are among the more than 7,800 Americans unaccounted for from the Korean War and nearly 83,000 unknowns from
all wars, said Air Force Lt. Col. Holly Slaughter, who is in public affairs with the accounting agency. She said many of
the unknowns are "deep water losses" from aircraft crashes and may never be found.
"My heart aches for those who haven't got (their loved ones) back," Murphy said. "Help the armed forces bring bodies
back to the people who love them before there are people who can't remember them."
Luckily for Murphy, she remembers her uncle. She remembers quite a few details about the man who she said was
affected by the Holocaust and "wanted everyone to have the freedoms" he had.
Murphy said Grifford came home twice, once during the summertime when she, her two brothers and mother went with
him on a canoe trip toward Belle Isle. She said that he asked her to move so the canoe wouldn't capsize and she recalled
him telling her "you needn't be scared because I'm here."
Murphy said she also remembered her uncle coming home during cold weather. She said she had to keep a potbelly
stove going and her uncle came in and woke her up as she slept on the couch. He made a pot of coffee – and in a
special moment – talked with her for about 15 minutes before the rest of the family awoke.
"After that," she said, "he never returned."
Murphy said the process to identify him was slow, but she "can't begin to thank all the people involved who brought him
back."
"I feel it's a miracle to get him back," she said.
Yours in Comradeship,
Tom Friend
POW-MIA Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Webmaster:
Comrades,
Hope everyone has settled into their positions for the year. With that, by now everyone should
have access to their DPA email accounts. If not, send me an email and I will assist you with it.
There have been a few changes to the Department website, most of which is comedic.
However, we do have a new link on the left side, this is for marketing. Please check it out as
there will be updates monthly. If you have an elected or appointed position and your picture is
not on the DPA Officers page of the website. That means that I do not have a picture of you.
Please send me a picture of you wearing an official VFW cover.
Council of Administration registration for December should be up and running by the end of the month.
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Shawn Watson
Webmaster
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Typhoon / Around the Pacific Editor:

Comrade Commander and Comrades of the Department of Pacific Areas,
Please send your inputs for the next edition in the submission format on or before midnight 05 September 2016
Philippines time zone. The “Typhoon / Around the Pacific” Newsletter is a non-profit publication of the VFW Department
of Pacific Areas reporting on our programs and activities. This is OUR newsletter and it will only be as good as the
submissions you provide. All Department Officers, Committee Chairs, Districts, and Posts have a piece of this pie. For
the Around the Pacific Section, some Posts and Districts we either never or rarely hear from. Lets issue a challenge for
this next year for each other to have, at a minimum, at least one input submitted from every District to the Around the
Pacific Section. During the mid-term and the annual conventions we hear about the great stuff you are doing, however
only a few show up in the publication. This is a great tool for showing the world what we are doing out here and it can aid
others to remember what folks are doing when it comes to awards. Remember, you are not tooting your own horn. You
are informing everyone about all the great things the VFW does in our community!
Submission Format: A significant amount of time is used in reformatting inputs. Please use the following submission
format:
Format:

Use Arial Font / 10 Pitch / Single Page (two pages if needing to use charts, etc.) Double space
after end punctuations just like you did when you were in the military.

Photos / Graphics:

Use JPG, PNG, or GIF, place in line with text on the Word document, and include a caption or
paragraph of who is in the photo and what they are doing. Do not stretch photos to make them
fit. No PDFs.

Date Inputs Due:

5th of the Month (except for July and December)

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Date Published:

10th of the Month (except for June and December)

Label File as:

“Typhoon Month YYYY Position Name.docx”
“ATP Month YYYY Post Number.docx”

E-Mail Subject Line:

“TYPHOON MONTH YYYY POSITION NAME.docx”
“ATP MONTH YYYY POST NUMBER.docx”

Send to:

typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org

August 2016

DOs / DON’Ts FOR PHOTOS / ARTICLES FOR THE
AROUND THE PACIFIC SECTION
(1) Do submit “money shots” (meaning whenever possible seeing Comrades wearing their highly recognizable official
VFW caps) when interacting with others.
(2) Do keep the Around the Pacific section entries to a maximum of one page per event. Half pages are fine.
(3) Do place photos on a Word document in line with text and include a caption or a short couple of paragraphs of what
is depicted in the photo. (Do not place in front of text, behind text, etc.)
(4) Do check the quality of photos before submitting. Grainy or pixilated photos will no longer be placed.
(5) Do provide only the photos you want to be used. Avoid sending twenty photos and ask me to select one or two I
think are best to publish.
(6) Do not send individual photos and e-mail text. Place in a Word Document with the proper file labeling.
(7) Do not submit any photo(s) with people displaying gang signs will not be published. I have edited these in the past
to block them out or cover them up, however it takes too much time doctoring photos. We should not be advocating gang
affiliations or activity.
(8) Do not take a photo of a newspaper article and send as a JPG, etc., for your input.
(9) NEW ONE: DO NOT BE SHY! Tell the world what you are doing out there in the community.
I have made some progress on the SOP for the position of Department Editor, which and is now about 95% completed.
Once I have the final draft I will send to Past Department Editor Jim Malott, who was editor for several years for his review
and present it to the Department Commander.
If you have any questions, please contact me at: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org
That’s it for now. Thanks for helping me to help you and thank you all for everything you do for our military active duty,
veterans, and their families! See you in Angeles City for the Mid-Term Council of Administration.
Yours in Comradeship,
Joe Mortimer
Editor
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW National Convention Highlights
VFW DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS SHINES
DURING NATIONAL CONVENTION
Provided by VFW Post 1054, Yokosuka, Japan

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Around the Pacific Community Report

District 2 Mainland Japan
VFW POST 1054 PAST POST COMMANDER DONALD
PULSIPHER PASSES
YOKOSUKA, JAPAN – Comrades, it is our sad duty to inform you that Comrade Donald H. Pulsipher is now serving on
the Staff of the Supreme Commander. Donald passed away on 21 July 2016 and was cremated during a private
ceremony on 24 July 2016 with his family and close friends in attendance. Donald Pulsipher was a retired Navy Chief
Petty Officer and Navy Command Career Counselor who served his country honorably. Even after his retirement he
continued to support his fellow Veterans in Japan as a VFW member, serving as Commander of Post 1054 from 1983 to
1984. The Post charter will remain draped in his honor. Fair Winds and Following Seas Comrade.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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MISAWA JAPAN AIRMAN RECEIVES
“PROFESSION OF ARMS AWARD”

MISAWA, JAPAN - On 01 Jul 2016, Mr. David J. Barton, CMSgt, USAF (Ret), Deputy Director, Retiree Activities Office,
presents the 35th Fighter Wing Airman Leadership School "Profession of Arms Award" to SrA Benjamin R. Crane. VFW
Post 1054 sponsors this award 10 times a year and it is presented by the Misawa Military Retirees Association in Misawa,
Japan. Mr. Barton is also a Life Member of the VFW, AFA and AFSA and a member of the Misawa Chiefs Group and
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia Brotherhood. David is also teaming with VFW Post 1054 to present the VOD / PP /
TEACHERS programs to Edgren High School in Misawa this year.

VFW POST 9612 COMRADE VISUALLY TEACHES
HISTORY IN POWAY ON INDEPENDENCE DAY

POWAY, CALIFORNIA – On 04 Jul 2016, in Old Poway Park, Poway, California, Comrade Joe Mortimer, a U.S. Civil War
era reenactor as Trooper Private of Company I, 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment 1861-1865, answered questions about life in
the 19th century and the Civil War in general. There were also weapons, uniforms, food, and other displays were shown.
The steam engine rode around the park and train robbers dressed in wild west bandit attire and equipment began their
dirty deeds robbing the kindly innocent folks of Poway, California, on the train. The Sheriff stopped them and Troopers of
the 2nd U.S. Cavalry was there to back him up. We did not have any gold to give the robbers. Just lead.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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District 3 South Korea

th

th

66 Anniversary Battle for Osan Task Force Smith Ceremony July 5 2016.

In attendance this year were 3 brave Soldiers who were capture and spent the next 3 years as POWs in North Korea.
Mr. Raymond B. Mellin, Mr. Jack P. Goodwin, and Mr. George C. Pleasant, along with their families they came to pay
respects. Also in attendance was Retired General Pak of the ROK Army another survivor of the battle, he has attended
every year since it started. Task Force Smith was assigned the duty to hold and fall back slowing the North Korean
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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advance until support could get to the peninsula. The District III Commander, SVC, and JVC, along with the Commander,
SVC, JVC, and members of VFW Post 10216 paid their respects and placed flowers on the altar.

Left Photo: Past Post Commander and Current SVC Post 10216 stopped by the Osan AB Navy Federal Credit Union to
deliver a plaque and to say thank you for all the support they have given the post in the past year. Right Photo: During
the Past National Commanders visit, he had a surprise to meet the First Female Commander of a Post in Korea.
st
SMSgt Cynthia Schmitz the Current First Sgt. 51 Civil Engineers Squadron

District 5 Thailand / Cambodia
VFW POST 12146 PARTICIPATED IN AMERICAN
EMBASSY OUTREACH PROGRAM

BANCHANG, THAILAND - VFW Post 12146 was asked to participate in the American Embassy outreach program during
their visit to Pattaya. Over two hundred local American visited the outreach, Post members were able to answer
questions regarding VA benefits and how to register with the VA, In addition, Post members provided information about
the VFW in general and specifically about joining Banchang VFW Post 12146. Representing the Post was JVC Jack
Farrell, ADJ Mike “Coop” Cooperman, Service Officer Barry Moshinsky, Chaplain, Dave Lipman, Trustee Dave Clark, and
Comrade Don Meurett. This venture with the American Embassy was well received by all concerned and we plan to
continue this during quarterly visits by the American Citizen Services branch of the American Embassy Bangkok.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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District 7 Philippines
FUNERAL OF WWII VETERAN AND VFW POST 9892
LIFE MEMBER PONCIANO NISPEROS VILLARREAL

SAN JUAN, LA UNION, PHILIPPINES - On July 9, 2016 at Forest Lake Memorial Park, San Juan, La Union for the
funeral of WWII veteran, Ponciano Nisperos Villareal, "A" Company 1st Battalion 121st Infantry Regiment, Philippine
Commonwealth Army, USAFIP-NL. Records indicate that he fought in the "Battle of Bacsil Ridge" March 19, 1945. See
our Facebook page: Colonel B. J. Smith VFW Post 9892. Rest in Peace Comrade.
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Pacific Areas General Announcements
MARKETING SUPPORT SYSTEM
VFW DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS
Over six months ago a dedicated member of VFW Post 2485 began researching means by which we might better market
the VFW within our geographic area. This wide-ranging research, from both internal and external sources, has produced
a great deal of useful data, sound ideas, and formats and examples, many of which may be adaptable to the unique
environment of each Post. A key overall objective is raising our visibility in our communities. Quite simply stated, “They
won’t find us and join, if they don’t know we’re here”.
The overall intent is to provide a comprehensive multi-year systems approach, and associated membership materials, to
support the Department-wide recruiting effort by increasing the visibility of services to veterans and our communities
provided by the VFW Department of Pacific Areas and our Districts and Posts. Increasing the visibility of our Posts and
services provided will ultimately result in increased VFW membership and garner greater acceptance within our
communities.
The Department of Pacific Areas is very diverse with two general demographic categories comprising our target audience.
Districts having large active duty and contractor presence have a younger and more easily identified and reached
population. They may be more technologically advanced, but may have time limitations due to conflicting responsibilities.
Membership in other districts may be more likely to be retired or transient. The purpose of researching a Department of
Pacific Areas wide marketing support system was to put together in a single source document recommended marketing
approaches that are proven and can possibly transverse between the demographic categories.
There are three basic assumptions in implementing this new approach that will determine its success or failure. First, not
all recommendations will fit each Post as the Department of Pacific Areas is diverse. Therefore, it is not expected that
Posts will even attempt a percentage of the ideas. Second, we will be requesting that individual Posts test case some of
the ideas. Third, the approach is a dynamic document that will be routinely modified. The dynamic nature of this
document is 100% dependent on feedback received by individual Posts. This feedback will be requested where Posts
have tested some of the ideas as well as Posts that provide unsolicited feedback on ideas they have developed on their
own and found successful.
In summary, our unique challenges dictate a more proactive approach to locating and reaching out to potential members
as well as marketing the VFW as a whole. With this in mind, over the coming months articles and support materials will
be disseminated which will hopefully assist in reaching our membership goals. Additionally, we will be providing some
additional tools to assist in marketing the VFW that hopefully will prove useful. Raising the visibility of the VFW,
identifying and reaching out to potential new members, making better use of technology and other topics, will be
addressed through a series of articles and leadership communications.
The first document we are distributing is located within a new link titled “DPA MARKETING” in the menu section of the
Department of Pacific Areas’s website. The document is the Executive Summary of the Marketing Support System that
was distributed to District Commanders and others during the June Department of Pacific Areas Convention. Please
review and provide feedback on this document or ask any questions you may have.
PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR INPUT, COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS TO:
Jon Crist at crstjon05@yahoo.com.ph
OR
John Gilbert at johngphil@gmail.com

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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MOVING, TRANSFERRING, OR OTHERWISE LEAVING
THE LOCAL AREA OF YOUR POST?
LET YOUR POST KNOW

If moving, be sure to let your Post Quartermaster / Adjutant know and provide your change of address, so you will not
miss any of your VFW Magazine subscriptions and other VFW benefits.

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE?
Are you a member in good standing? Look at your membership card. If it is about to expire, renew it today or better yet,
go LIFE MEMBERSHIP and save money over time. It’s never too late to switch to a Life Membership and you never have
to worry about rate increases or remembering to renew! Log onto:

http://emem.vfw.org/
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING AND APPLICATION
PROCESSING
Membership is the future of our organization. All comrades should be willing assist with a membership growth and/or help
the post in whatever needs to be done. When you are submitting an application for membership for a perspective new
member, it is important to ensure you have it completed properly so as not to delay the processing. At the next Post
Monthly General Business Meeting, the applications will be reviewed for completeness and voted on before submission to
the VFW National Headquarters. To ensure no delays in processing:
- Ensure you complete the application fully,
- Include proof of eligibility,
- Payment in the form of a check, money order, credit card, or cash for either Life Membership or Annual Membership.
(Checks and money orders will be made out to “VFW Post ________.”)
Temporary membership is then granted to attend VFW Meetings and events with the Post until such time as the newly
recruited Comrade receives their VFW Membership Card from the VFW National Headquarters with full membership
benefits.

Did you ask someone to join today?
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

VFW Life Members can now take the next step in ensuring veterans a better tomorrow by becoming a Legacy Life
Member today. Be remembered for your service as a veteran and VFW member. It’s easy to get started. Choose from
Gold, Silver or Bronze, each with its own prestigious benefits.

Gold $1,200
Silver $800
Bronze $400
Legacy is tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed. Use the installment plan option to make quarterly payments.
For more information logon to:

http://emem.vfw.org/
VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

“It’s not what you paid to be
a member, it’s what you paid
to be eligible.”
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS CLARK CEMETERY

Clark Cemetery Maintenance Fund donations accepted to support the maintenance of this cemetery, which is completely
dependent on individual and group donations. VFW Post 2485, located in Angeles City, Philippines, is the caretaker of
Clark Cemetery for the VFW Department of Pacific Areas and is in need of your help.

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery.htm
If you make a donation, we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS GRAVE DIGGERS

Become a member and support the Department of Pacific Areas Grave Diggers Program which is open to anyone who
has a desire to support the Clark Cemetery. To use our PDF "fill-able" application form log:

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/grave_diggers.pdf
- Please mail your application and membership fee, as well as any future donations to:
VFW Post 2485
Attn: Grave Diggers
PSC 517, Box RC-V
FPO AP 96517-1000
If you make a donation or become a member of the Grave Diggers,
we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.
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SUPPORT
YOUR

Veterans & Military Support Programs
Adopt- a- Unit Program, “maP” military assistance Program, Unmet neeDs Program,
Operation UPLINK & Sport Clips Help a Hero Scholarship Program

DPA fair share of these pins is
only 60 pins total with
30 Gold, 10 Silver and 20 Bronze Pins
Thus these pins will go fast so ORDER TODAY
to insure that you get one of these
memorable pins and support these
programs at the same time !

QTY
Gold Veterans & Military Support Pin
Silver Veterans & Military Support Pin
Bronze Veterans & Military Support Pin

Make check out to VFW Department of Pacific Areas
and mail check along with order form to:
Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Cost

Sub Total

$20.00
$10.00
$5.00
Grand Total

Name: _____________________________________________
Mailing Address:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Order YOUR 2016/2017 V&MSP Pin and support our Veterans and Active Duty Members
through these programs
Simply fill out the form, write a check for the amount, send it to me and I will mail them to you
PLUS…. I’ll cover the cost of shipping and handling.
Please note these pins will not be available till I pick them up at the National Convention thus you should receive them in
mid-August.
Yours always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Veterans & Military Support Chairman
PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Since mailing will take
some time, email me and I
will reserve your pin/pins
till I get your check !
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Cootie Corner Announcements
MOC PACIFIC AREAS PADDY DADDY PROGRAM
M.O.C. Grand of the Pacific Areas is asking you to help support the Paddy
Daddy Program.
Applications are available online on the VFW Department of Pacific Areas
website. The Paddy Daddy Application for signing up Comrades, Cooties,
Friends, Family, and yes, even your Pets can be signed up!
Please fill out as many applications as you like for a very good cause. The
VFW National Home Special Project is the recipient of the proceeds from our very own program in the Pacific
Areas.
Send the application to me along with a check made out to “Ee CHI GAE Pup Tent #2, in the amount of US$25.00,
and I will promptly prepare your Certificate, Card and Pin and mail them to you. If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to e-mail:
Yours in Comradeship,
L.O.T.C.S.
Billy Haney
Military Order of the Cootie
Paddy Daddy Chairman

Ee CHI GAE PUP TENT #2
GRAND OF PACIFIC AREAS
“PADDY DADDY”
VFW NATIONAL HOME SPECIAL PROJECTS PROGRAM
LIFE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:

_________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________
_________________________________________
POST #: _______________

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Billy T. Haney
HHC, USAG Unit 15228, Box 333
APO AP 96271-5228
Email: bthaney12@vfw10223.org

DEPT / GRAND: _______________________________________
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Pacific Areas Photo of the Edition
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

Pacific Areas Joke of the Edition
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan
U.S. COAST GUARD ENLISTMENT OATH
"I, (State your name), swear to sign away 4 years of my life to the UNITED STATES COAST GUARD because I know being in the real military
scares me. However, I swear to defend our position as the fifth branch of the Armed Services, although at one point we were under the
Department of Homeland Security. I understand that at least twice a day, someone will refer to me a member of the Air Force or Navy, and
when I correct them, they will question my military status. I will work on boats the size of kayaks and small yachts during the worst of natures
storms, and receive no thanks or notice form the public. I will fly in helos into the eye of the storm to rescue people dumber then rocks, and
then be heckled by the same people when I bust them for transporting drugs two months later! I will prevent thousands of gallons of pollution,
but be accused of impeding the economy when I won't allow vessels to pour oil into the ocean. I will be the red-headed step child to all of the
other services, although I know I got the better deal. All of my equipment will be discarded Navy property. I will use most of my time in the
Coast Guard to take college classes, and perfect my web surfing abilities, then complain that I work too much. I will perfect avoiding PT at all
costs, and do my best to attend training that will give me a great competitive edge in the career field of my choice, making retention efforts of
the Coast Guard pointless. I will come in contact with so many pollutants during my tenure, I will glow in the dark for the rest of my natural life
and refer to myself as "salty" because of it. I will do my best to work 8 to 3, with a two hour lunch, on normal days, and have my pager and cell
phone surgically attached, SO HELP ME GOD.

See you in the next edition!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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