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This Month in History

07-08 Oct 1985 - Palestinian terrorists seized the Italian passenger
ship Achille Lauro carrying about 440 persons, threatening to blow it up
if Israel did not free 50 Palestinian prisoners, and murdered Leon
Klinghoffer, an elderly wheelchair-bound American. After two days of
negotiations, the hijackers agreed to abandon the liner in exchange for
safe conduct to Tunisia. While aboard an Egyptian commercial airliner
they were intercepted by F-14 Tomcats from the USS Saratoga and
directed to land at Naval Air Station Sigonella Sicily.
Editor’s Note:
Your very own Editor, Joe Mortimer, was a
crewmember on board the USS Saratoga during this incident.
07 Oct 2001 - Operation Enduring Freedom began.

12 Oct 1492 - After a 33-day voyage, Christopher Columbus made his
first landfall in the New World in the Bahamas. He named the first land
sighted as El Salvador, claiming it in the name of the Spanish Crown.

Department of Pacific Areas Council of Administration
and

Grand of Pacific Areas Council of Administration Scratch
02-04 December 2016, Angeles City, Philippines

13 Oct 1775 - The United States Navy was born after the Second
Continental Congress authorized the acquisition of a fleet of ships.
(Continued on Page 2)

RESERVATION DEADLINE 30 NOVEMBER 2016
http://vfwdeptpacific.org/index.php/registration
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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This Month in History
(Continued from Page 1)

17-25 Oct 1944 - The Battle of Leyte Gulf, the largest naval battle in
history, took place off the Philippine Islands, during World War II in the
Pacific. The battle involved 216 U.S. warships and 64 Japanese ships
and resulted in the destruction of the Japanese Navy including the
Japanese Battleship Musashi, one of the largest ever built.

13 Oct 1792 - The cornerstone of the White House was laid by George
Washington. The building, located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, is
three stories tall with over 100 rooms, and was designed by James
Hoban. In November of 1800, President John Adams and his family
moved in. The building was first known as the "Presidential Palace,"
but acquired the name "White House" about 10 years after its
completion.
It was burned by British troops in 1814, then
reconstructed, refurbished and reoccupied in 1817.

14 Oct 1964 - Civil Rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr., became the
youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. He donated the $54,000
in prize money to the Civil Rights movement.

16 Oct 1859 - Fanatical abolitionist John Brown seized the Federal
Arsenal at Harpers Ferry with about 20 followers. Three days later,
Brown was captured and the insurrection was put down by U.S.
Marines under the command of Colonel Robert E. Lee. Brown was
convicted by the Commonwealth of Virginia of treason, murder, and
inciting slaves to rebellion, and was hanged on December 2, 1859.

17 Oct 1777 - During the American Revolutionary War, British General
John Burgoyne and his entire army of 5,700 men surrendered to
American General Horatio Gates after the Battle of Saratoga, the first
big American victory.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

21 Oct 1879 - Thomas Edison successfully tested an electric
incandescent lamp with a carbonized filament at his laboratory in
Menlo Park, New Jersey, keeping it lit for over 13 hours.

24 Oct 1945 - The United Nations was founded.

24-28 Oct 1962 - The Cuban Missile Crisis ended with the
announcement by Soviet Russia's leader Nikita Khrushchev that his
government was halting construction of missile bases in Cuba and
would remove the offensive missiles. President Kennedy immediately
accepted the offer then lifted the U.S. naval blockade of Cuba.
25 Oct 1983 - The Invasion of Grenada Operation Urgent Fury began.

31 Oct 1941 - Mount Rushmore National Memorial was completed
after 14 years of work. The memorial contains 60-foot-tall sculptures
of the heads of Presidents George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt.
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Department Officer’s Comments
From the Commander:
Comrades,
I hope all our Post in the Department took part in hosting a “Day to Change Direction”, VFW
Mental Wellness Campaign on Saturday, October 8th. The campaign’s goal is to raise
awareness, foster community engagement, improve research, and provide intervention for
veterans, service members, and their loved ones who may be suffering from invisible injuries or
emotional stress. If your Post hosted an event for “Day to Change Direction”, thanks and
please Post and send your pictures to National and for those that did not, there is still time to
take part in the campaign. Getting out into the community and participating in various
campaigns to show how the VFW cares will only help recruiting get easier and better.
Congratulations to Michael Verville on being elected as the Departments Junior Vice
Commander for the remaining of the 2016-2017 term. Thanks to all the other comrades who submitted their names for
the election and please consider running again for our regular schedule election in June.
Congratulations to Posts 124 and 12146 for being the first two Posts to make 100 percent for the Department. Thanks
comrades and just goes to show that Life Membership is the way to recruit our new members and convert those annuals
to Life Members. We are currently 57 members behind our pace of last year. We have 3 Posts over 95%, 10 Posts over
90% and 3 Districts over 90%. Let’s try to pick the pace up with some recruiting over the next several months with several
National holidays coming up. Don’t forget we have a “Pot of Gold” contest for comrades who recruit 5 or more new
members before the C of A.
As we begin the second quarter of the term, we have only to the end of this month before all VOD / PP / Teacher
nominations will be due. November 1st is the submission deadline for those programs. Please be reminded if your Post
does not have a nomination for any of the three, they most make a donation to a Post or the National Program to receive
credit for All State / All American. This is also the time you should also be looking for Eagle Scout nominations as well as
EMT, Firefighter, and Law Enforcement candidates. Please do not wait until the end of the year to get most of your All
State / All American requirements done, as most can and should be taken care of by the C of A, except for audits, CSR
and membership.
The Department website now has the C of A registration page posted. As of this time we only have 32 comrades signed
up to attend. Commanders, please encourage your members to attend and register early, so we can have a very
successful C of A. I hope to see many more than 32 comrades there. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at our
Council of Administration in December at the Oasis Hotel in Angeles City.
Thank you to the members in District 2. I had a great time meeting with Post 9555 and 9612. Congratulations on your
Posts fundraisers at the Yokota Friendship Festival and the Yokota Military Retirees Association golf tournament and the
Embassy Friendship Festival later this month.

“CLEAR THE WAY”
“LEADING, MENTORING and CARING”
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
Robert “Mo” Moses
Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Senior Vice Commander:
Comrades,
VFW National Headquarters has updated the Life Members in MEMSTATS. Based the most
recent update, if we maintain our focus and momentum, we will have another outstanding
membership year. As of 30 September, we have two Posts over 100%; Post 124, Baguio City,
Philippines at 106.87%, and Post 12146, Banchang, Thailand at 104.21%. Districts 4, 5, and 7
are over 90% and 13 Posts are between 90 and 100%. Our Department is currently ranked
second nationally. My congratulations to all who are actively supporting the recruiting effort.
During the C of A in December there will be a training session addressing recruiting and
marketing topics. Please forward any specific issues or areas of concern you would like
addressed in this forum to John Gilbert at svcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or Jon Crist at crstjon05@yahoo.com.ph . This will
enable us to make the best use of the limited time available.
Particularly in areas without a permanent active duty US military presence, it is our life members who will sustain our
Posts into the future. Encourage all new and annual members to become life members. The installment life program, and
the Department life membership incentives, makes this an attractive option, which also has long term benefits for the
Post. Encourage life members to consider the Legacy Life Member program.
A recurring theme in communications from VFW National Commander in Chief Brian Duffy is raising the visibility of the
VFW. The Marketing article elsewhere in this issue of the Typhoon addresses several tools to assist in addressing this
issue. A brief discussion of how to use Hashtags, and the linking of Facebook and Twitter postings, can take your Post
activities to a much wider audience. The follow-on benefit of this wider visibility is reaching new potential members.
Our Top Five DPA Recruiters continue to post great numbers:
Gasper Delise
Cliff Wilsey
Larry Lyons
Leon Ellison
Ron Davis

Post 9985
Post 2485
Post 12147
Post 10216
Post 10216

31
20
16
15
9

A Department total of 12,000 members is achievable in the coming year, and we can reach this milestone. It is
noteworthy that with a small and widely dispersed eligible population, spread over a huge geographic area, we are
currently the 34th largest VFW Department.
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
John Gilbert
Senior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

MARKETING SUPPORT SYSTEM
VFW DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS
This month we will expand on the two topics, social media and word of mouth, discussed in September’s Typhoon article.
First, last month the social media topic of hashtags was discussed. Setting up a Post Twitter account will allow your Post
to take full advantage of hashtags. In reality, hashtags were created on Twitter.
Twitter is a major player in social media. It is where literally millions and millions of users start their day. Twitter can be a
very strong marketing tool as you can “Tweet” messages other users will find informative. Users can choose to follow
other users and their messages will show up on their home pages to read. It’s like being delivered a newspaper whose
headlines you’ll always find interesting. Users can see news as it’s happening and can learn more about topics that are
important to them. It is an exceptional tool to market your Post to a large part of the Generation X and Millennial veterans.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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When using Twitter you send out Tweets. Tweets are short 140-character messages where you can inform people of
upcoming Post events, accomplishments as well as discovering the latest news related to veterans. The Tweets can
include photos, videos and links to your Post website. You can also link your Post Twitter account to your Post’s
Facebook page and vice versa. The method to do this is outlined in the file “Linking Twitter and Facebook” that has been
posted in the Marketing section of the DPA website.
To expand on the Twitter and hashtag link, you use hashtags to categorize Tweets by keywords. Specifically:
• People use the hashtag symbol (#) before a relevant keyword or phrase (e.g. #VFWPost2485, #VFWPostPride and
others as listed in September’s article) in their Tweet to categorize those Tweets and help them show more easily in a
Twitter search.
• Clicking on a hashtagged word in any message shows you other Tweets that include that hashtag.
• Hashtags can be included anywhere in a Tweet.
Setting up a Twitter account is as easy as setting up an email account. Go to www.twitter.com and you will be prompted
to sign up. If you go to the bottom of the Twitter homepage there is a “Help” link where you will find topics such as “What
is a hashtag” (i.e. Using hashtags on Twitter), Twitter basics and more.
Secondly, last month the marketing tool of word of mouth was discussed. It mentioned about marketing your Post
whenever you meet fellow veterans whether it be at a Post sponsored event, at the movie theater, etc. To expand on this
there is a group of fellow veterans that Post members have already meet. The group is made up of FAMILIES and
FRIENDS. Posts should not limit marketing themselves to those that only live in their local area. Angeles City Post 2485
has a large number of Life members who do not reside in the Philippines.
The November Typhoon article will cover individual Posts developing a “Post VFW Fact Sheet” like that of VFW national.
Do you already have one? If yes, please provide your fact sheet and input on how well it has worked.
As mentioned before, this Marketing Support System will not succeed without individual Post inputs. You are encouraged
to discuss the above at your Post meetings and provide inputs on these or marketing strategies where your Post has
found success. Inputs provided will be posted on the DPA website.
PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR INPUT, COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS TO:
Jon Crist at crstjon05@yahoo.com.ph OR John Gilbert at johngphil@gmail.com
Quote of the Month: “If Paul Revere had been a modern day citizen, he wouldn't have ridden down Main Street. He
would have tweeted." - @AlecJRoss (e.g. “The #British are coming! …”)

From the Junior Vice Commander:
Comrades,
First, let me say thank you to all the members of the Department of Pacific Areas Council of
Administration for electing me to serve as your new Department of Pacific Areas Junior Vice
Commander for the 2016/2017 year. It is truly an honor I do not take lightly and I promise you
that I will fulfill these duties to the best of my ability.
One of our major programs for the Department is our Community Service Reporting. Through
its hard work and dedication, the DPA has continued to excel as a leader among the
departments of the National Organization over the years. I expect we will continue to do the
same this year and in future years. As I get settled in to my new position, the Junior Vice
Commanders of all seven Districts and our Posts should expect to be hearing from me on a regular basis. If there is
anything you need from me - please do not hesitate to call on me.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Finally, as the Department Awards Chairman - I ask each Post to start now in assembling, writing, and completing your
applications for the various Department Awards. Let's not wait until the last few weeks before the deadlines to get our
input into the District and Department. Each District Commander should publish their timeline on when Post Award
Applications should get to them to meet their judging requirements. ALL POST AWARDS MUST GO THROUGH THE
DISTRICT PRIOR TO COMING TO THE DEPARTMENT. I would hate to see a deserving Post miss out on an award
because they missed their deadlines.
Time to close for now so that I can get this article to the Editor in time for publishing. We are at our best when we work as
a "team" in all things we do. Please commit yourself to help Mo's Team this year! Remember also that you may contact
me any time day or night. My contact information is:
Email:
Telephone:

mverville2005@yahoo.com
+639182491184

2016-2017 POST AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES REPORTS
Post
9723
1054
9555
9612
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12109
12147
727
9957
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12147
1509
2917
3457
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
Total

Dist
1
2

3

4

5

6

7

May
22
14
29
21
7
6
4
21
0
0
12
8
3
26
21
18
11
1
3
12
120
95
8
12
120
10
2
8
606

Jun
14
19
29
42
5
10
2
24
0
0
13
6
2
26
36
12
23
1
21
13
21
108
5
26
156
19
5
13
638

Yours in Comradeship,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Junior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Jul
11
14
30
25
8
9
10
38
6
0
1
0
0
25
18
19
21
1
18
1
2
95
5
19
166
14
1
15
557

Aug
14
16
33
29
3
7
3
14
1
0
5
7
4
22
78
19
12
3
120
5
4
213
4
23
160
11
3
8
813

Sep
13
28
20
18
0
4
4
18
0
0
0
6
1
0
74
20
13
1
66
0
0
265
0
22
159
16
7
1
755

Oct
3
5
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
11
0
0
78
0
7
37
0
0
0
145

Nov
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0

Dec
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Jan
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
3

Feb
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Mar
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Apr
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Total
77
96
142
135
23
36
23
115
7
0
31
27
10
99
227
88
83
7
239
31
147
857
22
109
798
70
18
46
3517

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
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From the Junior Past Department Commander:
Comrades,
First I would like to express my Congratulations and thanks to each of the 5 Comrades and
thanks to all of you who recently stepped up and announced your candidacy for the recent
vacancy of the DPA JVC. Comrades all 5 of you have proven great leadership and character
within the VFW and would make great leaders within our organization and to the four who were
not selected it is now time to your campaign for the JVC position during the 2017-2018 term.
The DPA needs your leadership and expertise however as you know we can only elect one
JVC each year so please take the time and effort to visit and or communicate your intentions,
credentials, qualifications, and future VFW goals to as many Districts / Posts as possible. The
incoming CofA will be held in December and this would be the greatest opportunity of all to
address the Council and Comrades of the Pacific your intentions as well as your bio and previous VFW services and
positions.
To all the Department I would like to express sincere thanks and appreciation for all your dedication and efforts set forth
last year which enabled myself and spouse to receive an all expense trip to Aruba paid for by the VFW. However as a lot
of you all know due to my current health problems and issues I along with the wife was unable to attend this golden
opportunity of comradeship and relaxation but it was through your leadership that I was one of the first Commanders
selected for this trip.
Thanks to the many Post’s and Districts who recently hosted and or celebrated our POW/MIA recognition Day. I was able
to view a lot of great articles and photos of your events making me very proud. This is a reminder to all the need to take
the time and submit photos and articles to the monthly TYPHOON for all the DPA to see what all going on in and around
the pacific as well as expose our DPA Nation Wide to let all VFW Comrades know “No One Does More For Veterans
Than The Pacific we are the Tip Of The Sword!”
To all the Comrades I would like to finish this article with a challenge to all: If you are in a leadership position within the
VFW either elected or appointed I issue the challenge of each of you to become a Legacy Lifetime Member as well as
recruit at least one member prior to the CofA.
LEADING AND CLEARING THE WAY! By LEADING MENTORING CARING!
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Homer Kemper
Junior Past Department Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Chief of Staff:
Comrades,
Our Department Mid-Term Council of Administration is only two months away and the
Department registration website is up and running so it’s time to plan on attending. Post 2485Angeles City, Philippines is hosting this year’s Mid-Term and they have laid out an excellent
schedule. Department Commander Moses is looking forward to meet some of the Post
Commanders and members that did not attend the Department convention. The venue is
Oasis Hotel, Angeles City which is only a five minutes ride from VFW Post 2485. Hope to see
you in Angeles City 2-4 December 2016.
Cheers,
Yours in comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chief of Staff
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
Page 7

Volume XX - Number 4

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

October 2016

From the Adjutant:
Comrades,
Well a lot has happened since the last issue of the Typhoon. Due to military and work
circumstances beyond his control, our fine JVC vacated his position. In accordance with the
VFW Manual of Procedures, the Council of Administration conducted an election to fill the
vacated JVC position. In a highly competitive race, Mike Verville of District 7 was elected and
assumes the position of Department of Pacific Junior Vice Commander, immediately.
Commander-in-Chief Duffy, in response to questions reference alcoholic beverages in the post
meeting advises Post Commanders that it is held to be objectionable and contrary to accepted
rules of order and proper decorum implicit in the ritual of the Veterans of Foreign Wars to permit
alcoholic beverages in the Post meeting room during the Post meeting. Accordingly, the presence, dispensation, and/or
consumption of alcoholic beverages in VFW meeting rooms during VFW meetings is unacceptable and is prohibited. Any
such practice known to exist shall be terminated.
Members are reminded that under the subscription dues plan, an annual members dues expire on their anniversary date.
Annual members are encouraged to renew their dues prior to their anniversary date to avoid a lapse in continuous
membership. Officers and committee members, whose membership is not in good standing by reason to pay current
dues by their anniversary date, shall forfeit eligibility to hold any office the remainder of the administrative year.
In addition, every effort should be made to renew the membership of continuous members and sign up new and recover
former members at all times during the year.
I thank the many Posts who had not submitted their Post General Orders for providing theirs to me, as required.
However, in District 3, only one Post (8180) has submitted their General Orders to the Adjutant. Please forward a copy of
your other Post GOs as soon as possible. Send to: adjdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
Let’s have another banner year in our VFW leading Department of Pacific Areas.
All the best and warmest regards,
Bear
Adjutant
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Quartermaster:
Comrades,
Last month’s article was about how to get your Post a $1,000.00 grant to help your community.
This month I’d like to mention the VFW’s Website Solution Program. The same company
which designed and maintains the VFW’s National website, www.vfw.org, has offered to do the
same thing for Post’s and Departments which would want to give a fresh look to their existing
site, or develop one if they don’t have a website.
The annual cost for this service is $360.00, but VFW National is offering to pay for the first year
through a grant using Operation Uplink funds. For complete information on this program, a
look at some sample websites for VFW Posts, and links to apply for the grant, go here:
https://www.vfw.org/WebSolution/
The website offers many interface options for Post officers and members, and it is consistent with the VFW’s mission,
themes, and message marketing. If you are happy with the site your Post is using now, fine. If not, this is a quick and
relatively inexpensive option to get your Post noticed on the World Wide Web.
The Department of Pacific Areas’ webmaster, Shawn Watson, is happy with our current website and no one can argue
that it hasn’t worked well to suit our needs. So we are not planning any changes to our Department website. But our
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Posts have a mish-mash of some good and some not so good websites. The website for my Post – 3457 – is more than
15 years old and woefully out of date. So our members have decided to give this new look a try. I’ll let you know when
it’s up and running so you can see if it might work for you.
On a final note, congratulations to our new Department JVC, super recruiter from last year, and Chairman of our
Department Convention next June, Mike Verville from Post 11447 in Subic. Good luck as you move through the Chairs of
our great Department.

2016-2017 POST AND DISTRICT AUDITS / POPPIES / QUARTERMASTER BONDS
AUDITS
SUBMITTED
9723
District I
1054
9555
9612
District II
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12109
12147
District III
727
9957
District IV
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
District V
1509
2917
3457
District VI
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
District VII

JUNE ‘16

SEP ‘16

DEC ‘16

MAR ‘17

/

/

/

X
X
X
X
X
X

/
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Yours in comradeship,
Pete Callaghan
Quartermaster
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

BUDDY POPPIES
ORDERED ‘16-‘17
$58.00/500
X
$174.00/1500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$232.00/2000
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
/
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500

X

$58.00/500
$116.00/1000
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X

QM BOND
ORDERED 2016-‘17
$100.00/$40.000. Pd. *
$10.50/$3,000
Pd.*
$100.00/$40,000 Pd.*
$87.50/$25,000.
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd.*
$17.50/$5,000.
Pd.
$70.00/$20,000
Pd.*
$28.00/$8,000
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd.*
$87.50/$25,000
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000
Pd.
/
$21.00/$6,000
Pd.*
$14.50/$4,000

Pd.*

$10.50/$3,000.
Pd.*
$150.00/$60,000. Pd.*
$17.50/$5,000.
Pd.*
$27.50/$8,000.
Pd.*
$52.50/$15,000
Pd.*
$52.50/$15,000.
$35.00/$10,000
$52.50/$15,000.
$70.00/$28,000
$75.00/$30,000.
$70.00/$28,000.
$10.50.$3,000.
$70.00/$28,000.
$325.00/$130,000.
$35.00/ $10,000.
$30.00/$9,000
$10.50/$3,000
$10.50/$3,000.

Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
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From the Judge Advocate:
Comrades,
In this month's Typhoon article I will discuss policy and procedures for submitting amendments
or a revision to Post, District and Department By-Laws. With that said, the following information
is rendered for your convenience and review.

101 AMENDMENTS FOR BY-LAWS
The instructions from National indicate that if you want to propose a change to By-Laws it must
be submitted as such, not as a resolution. This means no “Whereas” or “Be It Resolved”
clauses are to be used when proposing an amendment. The by-law proposed amendments must be definite and
specific as to the material to be deleted or added, containing the exact wording of the proposed change. Also, if a Post,
District or Department adopts a proposed amendment(s) or revision it shall be submitted as an attachment to a cover
letter, which may outline the rational for the proposed change(s). If a Post or District adopts an amendment or revision to
their by-laws the document shall be sent direct to Department for review in compliance with Department By-Laws and
then forwarded to National for final review and approval.
In the examples below you will see that in documenting an amendment it is important to show clarification of; 1) who the
amendment was proposed by, 2) referenced article and section that the amendment applies to, 3) amend detail of
implantation and 4) exact wording of the proposed change. The following are some examples of what National desires
when forwarding proposed amendments for Post, District, Department, or National By-Laws:


Example: Amending entire section wording.

Proposed by Post 007 (who)
ARTICLE XIV – APPROVAL, AMENDMENTS and CONFLICT (reference)
Section 1402 – Amendments.
Amend Section 1402, Post 007 By-Laws, by deleting wording after the section title and substituting in its place the
following; (amend detail)
These By-Laws may be amended by the Post with a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the members present at a stated
meeting thereof provided each member has been notified at least twenty (20) days in advance and, upon request
provided a copy of the proposed amendments. All amendments shall be forwarded through channels and
reviewed by the Department Commander and the Commander-in-Chief before becoming effective. (exact
wording)


Example: Amending section words.

Proposed by Department of Pacific Areas
ARTICLE II - POSTS
Section 220 – Vacancies and Removal of Elective Officers or Committee Members.
Amend Section 220, National Manual of Procedure, by deleting the word "majority" in the first sentence of paragraph four,
and inserting, in lieu thereof, the following;
two–thirds (2/3)


Example: Amending by deleting and adding sentence(s).

Proposed by Department of Pacific Areas
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ARTICLE V – OFFICERS ELECTED AND APPOINTED
Section 503 – Proof of Eligibility.
Amend Section 503, Department By-Laws, by deleting the second sentence of the section, and inserting in lieu thereof,
the following;
The Adjutant shall ensure that proof of eligibility is on file with the Adjutant General of the Department
Commander, Department Senior Vice Commander, Department Junior Vice Commander, Department Adjutant
and Department Quartermaster.
The above examples of proposed amendments for submission are definite and specific to deletions and exact wording
and are considered correct procedure for documentation. Also, if many amendments are required a unit may consider
submitting a proposed revision to the by-laws. The proposed amendments are then written into the whole document
and highlighted as a proposed revision to the by-laws with cover letter for review by Department, and then forwarded to
National for final approval.
Notice: Please note If a unit’s current by-laws in the last section state; “Whenever these By-Laws or subsequent
amendments may be found to be in conflict with the present or any future National and/or Department By-Laws the latter
shall prevail and be binding upon this unit as though written herein”. This statement may cover a unit’s needs until such a
time that a revision may be necessary to incorporate changes that occur over a period of time in National and/or
Department By-Laws.
Who's the Originator
An originator of proposed amendments to by-laws may be a Post, District, Department officer or the Department
Convention for Department and National By-Laws. In the case of Post By-Laws an officer or any member may submit
proposals for adoption by the Post and forwarding as required. In the Districts the officers, a Post or the District
Convention may submit proposals to District By-laws and if adopted at a Convention shall be forwarded for review and
approval. In all instances where the originator is going to forward proposed amendments to by-laws a cover letter with an
attachment containing the proposals shall be submitted through proper channels. Just remember that any proposed
changes to by-laws being forwarded not in proper form, unclear as to meaning, or concerning matters clearly not within
the scope and purpose of the VFW cannot be considered by Department or National.
This concludes my article with the above information provide to clarify how to draw up proposed amendment or a revision
to by-laws. If you have any questions on what was presented please feel free to contact me at:
advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or bill.wichman@msa.hinet.net
God bless you comrades and God bless America.
THE JUDGE’S LAW PROVERB:

Yours in comradeship,
Bill Wichman
Judge Advocate
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
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They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
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From the Chaplain:
Comrades,
First and Foremost I Thank You for your Dedication to our Great
Country and our Great Department.
Comrades it was my honor this month to visit The Clark Cemetary. I
realize many of you have visited the cemetary many times, and not
always just to visit, but as for me it was my first visit. Doc showed me
around and showed what the plans for the upgrades are and I will
continue to visit to see the changes as they move forward. But mostly to
pay homage to our Comrades. I started a tradition for myself that I
learned from Arlington Cemetary of leaving a coin at the graves to let
our Comrades know I visited and that they will not be forgotten.
Also this month Osan AB honored me by asking me to do the invocation for the beginning of the Annual POW/MIA 24
hour run. The run consists of units taking turns running the POW/MIA flag around the base non stop with the final crew
delivering it to the closing ceremony and dedication of new stones to the base moument.
Comrades it saddens me again this month to notify all of you of our Comrades who have fallen. Howard Norton, Ronald
Ratliff, Ponciano Villareal, Victoriano Pedeglorio from the Philippines, David Lipman Howard Cilley Sr., John Ogden from
Thailand, Karl Lindlau from Guam, and Richard Baney from Japan. Please keep their families in your prayers.

Again please make sure your Post Chaplains get the names of anyone who passes so we make sure they are recognized.
If you are unable to attend your Posts meetings to inform your Chaplain email me directly at either
chapdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or my warren.maxson@yahoo.com .
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 12

Volume XX - Number 4

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

October 2016

Send me the Following:
FULL NAME and NICK NAME (if they have one). Some Comrades are known more by their Nicknames.
Post Number/Pup Tent
Army/Navy/Air Force/Marines/Coast Guard
Chaplains continue to send your Taps reports.
Again Thank You for your Service.
Yours in Comradeship,
Warren “MAX” Maxson
Chaplain
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Surgeon:
Comrades,

Tips to Prevent Heart Disease and Stroke
Take responsibility for your health
Cardiovascular disease is the major cause of death in America, accounting for 34 percent of
deaths, many suddenly and almost all of them premature. This is down from 40 percent just
four decades ago, mainly due to treatment of common risk factors. If you have diabetes, your
risk increases dramatically. The best prevention against heart disease and stroke is to
understand the risks and treatment options. The greatest risk is ignorance or misinformation. The first step is to take
responsibility for your health.
Know your risks
The most influential risk factor for cardiovascular disease is age – the older you are, the greater your risk. The second is
your genetic make-up. Although everyone is excited by the scientific progress in genomics research, conclusive gene
tests are still in their infancy. We have long known that if your parents, grandparents, or other relatives were afflicted with
or died of heart disease, diabetes or stroke, your risk is much greater.
Don’t smoke or expose yourself to second-hand smoke
The evidence is overwhelming that cigarette smoking and second-hand exposure to smoke increases the risks of heart
disease, lung disease, peripheral vascular disease and stroke.
Maintain a healthy blood pressure
High blood pressure, called hypertension, is known as “the silent killer” as it goes without symptoms in most individuals.
High blood pressure causes wear and tear of the delicate inner lining of your blood vessels. The higher your blood
pressure (BP) the greater your risk. The risk begins to increase from a pressure of 115/70 mmHg and doubles for each
10 mmHg increase in systolic (the larger number) and 5 mmHg increase in the diastolic (the smaller number). Heredity
and increasing age raise the risks. Measuring blood pressures at home reflects more accurately your risk than having the
blood pressure taken at a physician’s office. It is worth the investment to get a cuffmeter.
It is best not to rely only on the readings at your doctor’s office as some individuals suffer from “white coat” hypertension –
their BP is up only when they are at the doctor’s office. Others have “masked” hypertension – higher when not in the
doctor’s office. Prognosis is best related to home BP. But for home blood pressure readings, you should not use finger or
wrist units – only regular upper arm units.
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Limit your calories
Fad diets do not work. If any of them did, we all would be on THAT one, wouldn’t we? The obesity rate in Americans is
alarming, contributing to a near epidemic of diabetes, which is a cardiovascular disease. If you have diabetes, your risk is
the same as someone who already had a heart attack. Obesity is caused by consuming more calories than your body
burns. Abdominal obesity is the major risk. Portion sizes and the amount of sugars in the American diet have
dramatically increased over the past few decades. At the same time, the daily amount of exercise has been decreasing.
It is good advice to “drink slim” (water, tea, coffee). Use portion control before you start eating and push away from the
table before you are “full.”
Make exercise a daily habit
The lack of exercise is contributing to the obesity epidemic in Americans. Studies indicate that walking two miles a day is
optimal for overall health, and those two miles of walking do not have to be done all at once. Exercise does more than
burn calories; it also activates genes that are beneficial to health in other ways. Plus, exercise is one of the best
treatments for depression and anxiety. However, exercise alone cannot control or reduce your weight – you must also
modify your diet.
Reduce stress
Stress contributes to cardiovascular disease and, if severe, can cause a heart attack or sudden death. There are plenty
of options that help reduce stress, such as regular exercise, adequate sleep, striving for a good marriage, laughing,
volunteering or attending religious services. Watching TV generally does not relieve, but can aggravate stress. Also, try
to avoid situations and people who make you anxious or angry.
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael Napsey
Surgeon
Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Certified National Recruiter:
Top of the Morning to you all,
In the “Pot of Gold” Recruiting drive as of 2 October we have 154 New Members, 13
Reinstated Members and 70 New Life Members for a total of 237 recruits. That means right
now there is 237 dollars in the “Pot of Gold”. Remember the recruiter gets one chit in the pot
for the drawing for every 5 recruits recruited by an individual. The drawing will be at the CofA in
Angeles City during my report. So far the following recruiters have earned the chits listed
below: We have increased the amount in the “Pot of Gold” by $69.00 this past month and
have added 3 new “Pot of Gold” Recruiters. I anticipate that the “Pot of Gold” will be around
$400.00 by the time of the CofA. Which I am sure will come in handy around Christmas time
this year! Remember you do not have to be present to win so… start recruiting, the more you
recruit the more money will be in the “Pot of Gold”.

“Pot of Gold Recruiters”
As of 3 October 2016
Name of Recruiter & Post
Mike Lutman, Post 1054
William Russel, Post 9612
Cynthia Schmitz, Post 10216
Leon Ellison, Post 10216
Joe Perkins Jr., Post 10216
Larry Lyons, Post 12147

# of Chits
1
1
1
3
1
3

Clifton Wilsey, Post 2485

4

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Name of Recruiter & Post
Robert Moses, Post 9555
Gasper Delise, Post 9985
Dan Delaney, Post 10216
Ron Davis, Post 10216
Chris Winstead, Post 10223
Michael A. O’Kelley, Post 3457
This spot reserved for YOUR name next
month!

# of Chits
1
8
1
1
1
1
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Comrades right now we have 57 recruiters doing all the recruiting out there. Last year we ended up with 140 recruiters in
the Pacific needless to say we are a bit short right now. Unfortunately we also have several Post’s out there that have not
yet started recruiting for the year yet. Let’s just say there a bit slow getting out of the starter blocks. Last year we were
ahead of the pack leading National almost the whole year. We still have time to get back up to speed and get back up
there but, WE need YOUR help. Remember Membership is the backbone of OUR organization!
If you need help on recruiting materials please email me at PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org
Below are the MEMSTATS as Posted as of 2 October, Happy Recruiting……… They can’t say yes unless YOU ask them!

Pacific Areas as of Sunday, October 02, 2016
Post

Dst

Life

New

Reinst

Cont

Total

Prior Year

Percent

Div

City

9723

1
1

693
693

0
0

0
0

11
11

704
704

802
802

87.78%
87.78%

1

OKINAWA, JAPAN

1054
9555
9612

725
331
409
1465
628

5
2
2
9
0

1
0
0
1
2

3
4
10
17
6

734
337
421
1492
636

798
370
496
1664
760

91.97%
91.08%
84.87%
89.66%
83.68%

1
2
2

YOKOSUKA CITY, JAPAN
YOKOTA AFB, JAPAN
CAMP ZAMA, JAPAN

8180

2
2
2
2
3

1

9985

3

187

41

0

15

243

427

56.90%

2

10033
10216
10223
12147

3
3
3
3
3
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
7
7
7
7
7
7
99
99

503
941
226
102
2587
68
292
360
370
241
121
231
96
80
90
1229
330
178
214
722
140
1563
223
421
54
2401
478
478
9935

5
41
6
12
105
0
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
2
4
8
3
2
4
9
0
9
3
0
0
12
11
11
154

1
2
0
1
6
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
1
2
0
2
4
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
13

5
25
6
4
61
1
4
5
12
5
2
9
4
8
5
45
2
2
5
9
0
17
2
3
7
29
10
10
187

514
1009
238
119
2759
69
296
365
382
246
124
242
100
90
99
1283
337
182
225
744
140
1589
228
424
61
2442
500
500
10289

533
1178
277
150
3325
73
324
397
421
253
140
259
107
112
95
1387
387
212
241
840
131
1659
242
467
99
2598
610
610
11623

96.43%
85.65%
85.92%
79.33%
82.97%
94.52%
91.35%
91.93%
90.73%
97.23%
88.57%
93.43%
93.45%
80.35%
104.21%
92.50%
87.08%
85.84%
93.36%
88.57%
106.87%
95.78%
94.21%
90.79%
61.61%
93.99%
81.96%
81.96%
88.52%

2
1
3
5

SEOUL, KOREA
TONGDUCHON-UP,
KOREA
TAEGU, KOREA
SONGTAN-SI, KOREA
CAMP HUMPHREYS, KORE
SEONGNAM, KOREA

8
3

TAICHUNG, TAIWAN
TAIPEI, TAIWAN

2
3
6
3
7
6
7

PATTAYA CITY, THAILA
BANGKOK, THAILAND
KORAT AF BASE, THAIL
UDORN, THAILAND
PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA
CHIANG MAI, THAILAND
BAN CHANG, RAYONG TH

2
4
4

YIGO, GUAM
AGAT
SAIPAN, CNMI

6
1
4
2
7

BAGUIO CITY,PHILIPPI
ANGELES CITY, PHILIP
BAUANG,LA UNION PHIL
SUBIC BAY, PHILIPPIN
CEBU, PHILIPPINES

2

PACIFIC AREAS

727
9957
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
1509
2917
3457
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
15055

Yours Always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Certified National Recruiter
Department of Pacific Areas

N/R
LM
0
0

Prior
Annual
73

2
1
5
8
1

67
30
93

8.96%
20.00%
15.05%

139

7.91%

1

234

5.56%

4
12
0
10
28
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
1
3
0
0
5
5
6
13
1
2
0
22
4
4
70

47
248
48
66

23.40%
16.53%
16.67%
15.15%

4
13

25.00%
30.77%

44
25
19
25
14
31
26

31.82%
32.00%
21.05%
36.00%
21.43%
19.35%
23.08%

54
30
32

7.41%
13.33%
15.63%

1
88
9
38
48

0.00%
23.86%
22.22%
7.89%
16.67%

Retention
17.81%
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Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
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From the Inspector:
Hello fellow DPA Comrades,
As the saying goes, "time is flying by fast" and before we know most of us will be meeting at the
C of A in December. How about that??? With that said, there is movement with our
Inspections although there is still work to be done.
Comrades as of 3 October, District I Okinawa is complete with both District and Post Inspected,
District II Japan's District and 2 out of 3 Posts are inspected, District III Korea has 4 Posts
completed and need 2 others plus their District, District IV Taiwan is incomplete, District V
Thailand is incomplete, District VI Guam is incomplete, and District VII Philippines has one Post
Inspection complete.
We are a little behind with our Inspections based on last year's figures, but we are the Pacific Areas and we will get it
done! If any of our Posts or Districts are having any problems please let your District Commander and me know ASAP at
inspdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org. We are here to assist at anytime!!!! Within the next one or two Typhoons, I will be
publishing a spreadsheet monthly to let the Department know where we are. It is to be used as a management tool, not to
point fingers!
On a personal side, I would ask the Department and Cooties to add my name to your Comrades / Cooties in Distress rolls.
I have coronary artery heart disease and will have a Angiogram on Tuesday, 11 October. Doctors have discovered that I
have two blocked and one thinning artery and will be giving me stents, if needed. So I am grateful that I went to the
hospital ASAP once I felt chest pains and I am going to probably the top Heart Hospital in the world, so that is also a good
thing!!! However, I have been informed that I will feel many times better after the procedure and I may have to slow it
down a little, but still can party (a little) like it's 1999...HA!!!
In closing, to our Districts lets work on completing our Inspections. This is an annual requirement IAW our Manual of
Procedures. Again, I am here to assist in any way possible. Please contact me the soonest and let me know the dates of
your Inspections. Wishing everyone a nice, safe, and pleasant Columbus Day holiday and all the best!!! May your god
bless you, yours, and the good ole USA!!! .
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
Kevin E. Mitchell
Inspector
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Have you recruited anyone today? They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
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Department Committee Reports
From the Americanism Chairman:

Comrades,

AFGHANISTAN WAR BEGAN
In 2001, U.S. President George W. Bush demanded that the Taliban hand over Osama bin Laden and expel al-Qaeda; bin
Laden had already been wanted by the United Nations since 1999. The Taliban declined to extradite him unless given
what they deemed convincing evidence of his involvement in the 9/11 attacks and declined demands to extradite other
terrorism suspects apart from bin Laden. The request was dismissed by the U.S. as a delaying tactic, and on 7 October
2001 it launched Operation Enduring Freedom with the United Kingdom. The two were later joined by other forces,
including the Northern Alliance. In December 2001, the United Nations Security Council established the International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF), to assist the Afghan interim authorities with securing Kabul. At the Bonn Conference in
December 2001, Hamid Karzai was selected to head the Afghan Interim Administration, which after a 2002 loya jirga in
Kabul became the Afghan Transitional Administration. In the popular elections of 2004, Karzai was elected president of
the country, now named the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

GRENADA CAMPAIGN BEGAN
The Invasion of Grenada was a 1983 United States–led invasion of the Caribbean island nation of Grenada, with a
population of about 91,000 located 160 kilometres (99 mi) north of Venezuela, that resulted in a U.S. victory within a
matter of weeks. Codenamed Operation Urgent Fury, it was triggered by the house arrest on 12 October 1983 and
murder of the leader (19 October 1983) of the coup which had brought a revolutionary government to power for the
preceding four years. The invasion resulted in the appointment of an interim government, followed by democratic
elections in 1984.
Yours in Comradeship,
Ronald J. Davis
Americanism Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Clark Veterans Cemetery Chairman:
Comrades,

VFW POST 2485 ANGELES CITY, PHILIPPINES
CLARK VETERANS CEMETERY SEPTEMBER 2016
Processing of Burial requests through ABMC and CDC takes 3-4 business days. Phase one of
construction (perimeter and support buildings) is well under way at the cemetery. The cemetery
grounds are also undergoing reconstruction.
Significant Activities (3):
01 Sep - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Lawrence Jones, MSgt, USAF.
09 Sep - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for William Hennigan, TSgt, USAF.
21 Sep - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Kenneth Marksbury, SMSgt, USAF.
From 1 January to 30 September 2016, 43 Veterans have been buried at Clark Veterans Cemetery. As of 30 September
2016, Grave Digger life membership stands at 1350.
Grave Digger Memberships will continue to be offered as a legacy commemorative program with donations used for
indigent Veteran burials, upgrade of burial equipment, and to help defray the expenses of our annual Veterans Day
Ceremony.
Thank each of you who have made possible a dignified burial service at no expense to the government for our fallen
veteran comrades and their surviving family.
Information is available on the Post 2485 website http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery_report.doc and Clark Veteran's
Cemetery Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ClarkVeteransCemetery.
“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
Yours in comradeship,
Norman G. Smith
Clark Cemetery Chairman (2016-2017)
Department of Pacific Areas

From the Employment Chairman:
Hello Comrades,
I apologies for not submitting a monthly report for our Department Typhoon issues, however I
have been meeting with three different HRO Chief's and we have some new information to
pass on to you.
VRA is still the only tool that is available for overseas veterans, however to use it is left up to
the local military facility HRO directors.
Here are some new ideas that have helped veterans here in Japan:
Volunteering in a work area that you want to pursue, attend job fairs, check on Contractor
employment that is usually advertised in the local newspaper and facility advertisement.
You can also check online at USA JOBS and checking for jobs in your local area. For those near an Army Post can also
visit there Army Community Services office and they can also help you with local positions available at their Post.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Finally please use this site for help; https//biginterview.com/blog/2014/01/how-to-find-job-veteran.html
Please feel free to contact me and let me know what you are having problems with in your areas at
bmaone_01@yahoo.com.
Yours in Comradeship,
S. E. “Butch” Malone
Employment Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

From the Legislative Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
The general election is getting closer. Both the presidential and downstream races will have a
vital impact on our country. The local races, from Congress to state offices, could even have
more practical ramifications than the presidential for the VFW in our mission as vets helping
other vets. As always, I urge you to let your voice be heard. Let all of your local, state, and
federal representatives know your views, but most of all, vote!
Most of our Department of the Pacific comrades do not live in their districts, so for us to vote,
we need to cast absentee ballots, and that requires a bit of work and planning. There have
been more than a few elections where the outcomes have been determined by those ballots,
so there is no excuse for any of us to do our civic duty.
There is still time to register for some states, but time is running out. If you have not yet registers and want to see if there
is still time in your home state or to get your Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot, please to https://www.fvap.gov/citizenvoter/overview
And yes, as always, not to sound like a broken record, but once again, I highly recommend that each member sign up for
the VFW Action Corps Weekly. This weekly e-mail highlights VFW legislative issues of interest and is a good way to
remain up-to-date on items that could affect veterans. To sign up, simply go to vfw.org, click on “VFW in D.D.,” then go
the National Legislative Service” link where you will find the current newsletter as well as being able to sign up for the
newsletters to be e-mailed to you.
Here are some of the current legislative highlights concerning vets:
1. VA Awards $300 Million More in Grants to End Veteran Homelessness: On August 30, VA awarded another $300
million in grants to the Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) program to assist extremely low-income veteran
families who are in need of permanent housing. SSVF funding supports outreach, case management and other
assistance to prevent veteran homelessness or to re-house veterans who do become homeless. For more information,
click here: http://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=2812 To better understand SSVF, please visit:
http://www.va.gov/homeless/ssvf/index.asp
2. Study Finds Potential Biomarkers for Gulf War Illness: Researchers with the Department of Veterans Affairs in
Minneapolis performed a study on 85 Gulf War veterans that resulted in the development of a tentative panel of blood
biomarkers that could possibly verify a diagnosis of Gulf War Illness with 90 percent accuracy. The study will go on to a
larger population of participants for validation of the methods used. For more information, click here:
http://www.research.va.gov/currents/0716-1.cfm
3. VA, DOD and NCI Create Targeted Screening Program: On Tuesday, September 20, VA, DOD and the National
Cancer Institute (NCI) announced a partnership to tailor care for lung cancer patients based on the genes and proteins
associated with their tumors. The Applied Proteogenomics Organizational Learning and Outcomes consortium, or
APOLLO, is part of the wider national Cancer Moonshot initiative. This partnership will leverage the expertise and
resources of the largest health care delivery and research systems in the country to significantly improve the efficacy of
cancer treatments. The program has the potential of saving the lives of the 8,000 veterans diagnosed with lung cancer
each year in the VA health care system alone. To learn more about the APOLLO, visit: https://medium.com/cancermoonshot
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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4. VFW Salutes Full VA Funding. On September 29, our national commander saluted the continuing resolution that
kept the VA funded. Congress averted an imminent government shutdown on 28 September by passing a continuing
resolution to temporarily fund the federal government for 10 weeks in fiscal year 2017, which begins Saturday. Congress
also approved full-year funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs, which was a significant victory for the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States.
“Stop-gap budget measures harm veterans” said VFW National Commander Brian Duffy, “which is why we are glad that
Congress agreed and acted on full-year appropriations for the VA, which will allow it to properly plan and execute its
numerous programs to better serve wounded, ill and injured veterans, as well as their families and survivors.” To read
the entire article, click here: https://www.vfw.org/News-and-Events/Articles/2016-Articles/VFW-Salutes-Full-Funding-forVA/
Comrades, this concludes my report on legislative matters concerning veterans. If you have any questions you may
contact me at corter79@hotmail.com.
Yours in Comradeship,
Jonathan Brazee
Legislative Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Legacy Life Membership Chairman:
Comrades,
Legacy? WHAT IS IT? It is a way of converting your life membership into a membership that
will be more powerful in helping current and future veterans. It also can provide you a personal
lasting legacy within the VFW.
HOW DOES IT WORK? An annual endowment in your name will be made to your Post,
Department and the VFW National organization.
HOW MUCH IS THE ENDOWMENT? Depends on which legacy type you choose. A bronze
membership brings in $6 annually for both the Post and Department. Silver increases to $12 and gold provides $18. If
you so choose, the annual endowments will continue in your name forever, even after you die, at no extra cost.
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? Bronze is $400, Silver $800 and Gold $1200. You may pay by installment. There are no
additional fees. The endowments will help the future financial security of your Post as the number of memberships grow.
The DPA Legacy Life Membership is approaching 204 Legacy Life members.
ARE THERE OTHER BENEFITS? There are various commodity and recognition benefits which Post Legacy officer can
explain.
BOTTOM LINE? The VFW Legacy Life Membership Program is an excellent vehicle for helping assure the continuing
vitality of our organization at the grass roots level. Please consider becoming a Legacy member. It will be good for you
and for all of us.
Yours in Comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chairman, Legacy Life Membership
Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Life Membership Chairman:

Greetings Comrades,
The Department currently has recruited 70 new or reinstated Life Members which puts us somewhat behind last year’s
record pace. Total Life Membership is currently at 9935 which puts us 98 Lifers behind last year record total of 10033.
GO LIFE!
The Department will once again provide paid Life Memberships to posts meeting the following criteria:
Posts over 1,000 Members
1 Life Membership for each
15 N/R Life Member recruited

Posts with 500 - 999 Members
1 Life Membership for each
10 N/R Life Member or Multiple

Posts under 500 Members
1 Life Membership for each
5 N/R Life Member or Multiple

The following Posts have earned DPA paid Life Memberships:
Post #
9612
12147
3457
124

Earned # DPA Paid Life Memberships
1
2
1
1

These Posts need to scan me a copy of the member application or request $400 stipend to be used for their Life
Membership Program.
The Department Quartermaster says he has the funds for this Program. Let’s help him spend it.
Yours in Comradeship,
Cliff Wilsey
Life Membership Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the National Home for Children Chairman:

Every child deserves a happy family
Comrades,
We are starting our fourth month into the 2016-2017 year. The DPA has lowered the
recommended Donation cost so more of our District and Post can contribute to the VFW
National Home. Minimum Donation is now $50.00 for this year. This is a required check off for making All State and then
on to All American. As I always say if your Donation was made under a member’s name they must put in the Post
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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number remarks or addition info blocks, otherwise it will be listed under the members name and will not count for your
Post. Make sure to send me a copy of any donations so I can check on it and check it off.

Remember
Few know better the sacrifices and suffering of a
Veteran family than the families of those who are
captured in war or go missing in action. On the third
Friday in September each year, these brave men and
women are recognized. The POW/MIA flag, featuring
a lone figure on a field of white, fenced in by barbed
wire and surveilled from a guard tower, is flown across
the country, prominently displayed beneath the
American Flag, driving home the message that is
printed along the bottom of the flag, “You are not
forgotten”. This is only one of six days a year that this
flag is allowed to be flown.
However these veterans are recognized and
remembered year round at the permanent POW/MIA
display located in the chapel of our guest lodge here at
the VFW National Home for Children.
There is a placard on the table explaining that this small table symbolizes a setting for one and the fact that members of
the military, our comrades, are missing from our midst.
The table represents the frailty of one prisoner alone against his oppressors. The white table cloth, the purity of their
intentions to respond to their country’s call to arms. The single red rose reminds us of the families and loved ones who
keep the faith, waiting for their return, and the red ribbon is reminiscent of the red ribbon worn on the lapel and breasts of
thousands who bear witness to their unyielding determination to demand proper accounting of our missing. The candle
symbolizes the upward reach of their un-conquerable spirits. The lemon reminds us of their bitter fate, and the salt
symbolizes their family’s tears as they wait. The glass on the table is inverted, because they cannot toast with us tonight
and the chair is empty because they are not here. “Remember” the placard says, “Remember. Remember”. Until the
day they come home.

Illinois / Indiana Days!
The VFW Departments of Illinois and Indiana enjoyed a beautiful weekend full of warm autumn sunshine and crisp cool
breezes as they toured our campus.
Saturday morning members from Illinois, along with a small group from Pennsylvania, arrived at the National Home for
tours of their homes and of our facilities. Illinois was especially keen to see the beautiful new playground equipment that
they fund-raised for in front of the duplexes. Our visitors enjoyed the beautiful fall day walking around our campus and
learning about the National Home and our program.
Sunday morning was a little cooler as we welcomed members from Indiana and took them on guided tours of the
museum, nursery, guest lodge, and pond as well as the Indiana house. Some of our visitors had been here before,
but many were experiencing the National Home and our beautiful grounds for the first time.
We love having visitors here at the VFW National Home for Children.
Check the National Home Blog site for more information and pictures: http://www.vfwnationalhome.org/blog

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 23

Volume XX - Number 4

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

October 2016

National Home Donation Report
Here is the latest listing of our District’s and Post’s that have made their annual donation to the VFW National Home
for the Children. And have sent this report is as of 30 September 2016 as received in from the NH and Post
Quartermasters.
District /
POST

Reported

District 1
9723
District 2
1054
9555
9612
District 3
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12109
12147
District 4
727
9957

No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
Yes
No
No
No

Total
Not
Confirmed

District /
POST
Donated

$100.00
$100.00
$50.00
$100.00
$50.00
$50.00

$50.00

$500.00
Grand
Total

District /
POST
District 5
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
District 6
1509
2917
3457
District 7
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
Total

Reported
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes

District /
POST
Donated
$100.00

$50.00

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$300.00

$800.00

Please report any and all donations that you make to the National Home to me so they can be recorded and tracked.
Email them to nhcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
The VFW National Home for Children serves as a living memorial to America’s Veterans by helping our nation’s
veteran and military families during difficult times.
Yours in Comradeship,
Randell E. Himes
National Home for Children Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Pacific House Chairman:
Comrades and Coots of the Pacific,
At the VFW National Convention this past July our National Home Chairmen Randall Himes
and I did some more research on the Pacific sponsoring a House at the National Home. We
found out that at the Home there are 2 Duplex’s and that one or two of the individual homes
would be available for sponsorship. So we investigated more and found out that it only cost
$4,000.00 a year for a sponsorship of half of a duplex. I said where do we sign up! They told
us we were number one on the list for a half of a duplex. Well after months of perseverance we
were notified last night that the Air National Guard House sponsored by Florida was available. I
immediately called the National Home.
After coordinating with Sue Alverson at the Home. We agreed that I would sign responsibility and sponsorship of the
home effective 1 January 2017. This would give us time to raise the first $4,000.00 for this. Since it was in the donation
contract of the person donating the construction of this house that it would always be call the Air National Guard House.
However, in our mines it will be the “Pacific House.” Just remember on the plaque on the house it will say the Air National
Guard House sponsored by the VFW & MOC of the Pacific. In order to raise continuous moneys to pay for the
Maintenance and Utility Bills of this House $4,000.00 per year. We have derived the following program and of course we
would always be opened to any and all donations.
Membership into the Pacific House will cost $45.00. With this donation the members would receive a Certificate and a
Pacific House Pin along with a tab attached with the year. As seen on the next page.
Additional Year Pacific House Membership would cost $20.00 and the member would receive a new tab for the new
year along with the rings so you could clip it on your pin. Again as seen on the next page.
“Bronze Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $100.00. The member or
organization would receive a framed Bronze Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 1 consecutive
year tab. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
“Silver Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $200.00. The member or
organization would receive a framed Silver Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 2 consecutive
year tabs. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
“Gold Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $300.00 or more. The member or
organization would receive a framed Gold Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 3 consecutive
year tabs. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
Comrades and Coots we say a prayer to the widows and orphans at the National Home each Meeting/Scratch we have.
This is our turn to help our own out. Will it solve all of our Veterans Families problems? No, But it will help one family at a
time! I thank you in advance for your consideration to help our own.
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Pacific House Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
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Application for Membership into the Pacific House at the National Home

Name or Organization: _____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Check desired:

________ Membership into the Pacific House ($45.00)
________ Continuous Year Tab ($20.00)
________ Bronze Plank Ownership ($100.00)
________ Silver Plank Ownership ($200.00)
________ Gold Plank Ownership ($300.00)

Email form to:

PDCLyons@vfwdeptpacific.org

Make Check out to:

VFW Post 12147 (In the remarks section please print “Pacific House Donation”.)

Mail Check to:

Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Thanks for your unending support!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Safety Chairman:
Comrades,

Safety Tips to Follow Before, During, and
After a Typhoon
Storms aren’t just scary because of their powerful winds and the strong rain they bring; the
chaos of a typhoon is also a prime time for injury, and conditions may make disease more
likely. So first and foremost, your safety and that of your families est and dearest should be
your priority.

Before a Typhoon:
Stock your emergency kit. You should have a flashlight, a multi-purpose tool like a Swiss knife, extra batteries, a first aid
kit with a full complement of bandages and medicine and other medical supplies to last your family up to a week
(especially if someone has a condition which requires daily medication), sanitation and hygiene items (you don’t want to
run out of toilet paper when there’s a chance the water could be shut off), and a laminated card listing family and
emergency contact information, a cell phone (make sure it’s loaded if you’re on a prepaid plan), charger, and extra cash.
Check and top up your food and water supplies. Make sure you have a good supply of non-perishable, easy-to-prepare
food as well as clean water you won’t need to access the tap for. You should also check that you have what’s needed to
prepare the food (e.g., can openers and the like). Also check that you have filled pails with water in your bathroom in
case the water gets turned off in your area, but also be careful to leave these covered so as not to provide a breeding
ground for mosquitoes.
Cover up your windows and draw your blinds or curtains. If you live in an area directly in the path of the storm, board up
your windows or cover them with cardboard. You should also draw your blinds and curtains, as if these break and blow
inward, debris will hopefully get caught by the blinds and curtains rather than flying into your home.
Check your house’s drainage system for debris. If your home’s drainage system is efficient, this will lessen your chances
of leaks and flooding due to backed-up drains and the like.
Elevate your valuables and electronics. Anything you don’t want to risk immersing in water should be moved to a higher
level, preferably an upper floor if you have one. Just make sure not to stack things too high or to stack heavy items above
shoulder level, as these could fall over and injure someone.
Load a radio with batteries. You’ll want to be able to monitor the situation from the safety of your home, so make sure you
have means to do so that isn’t reliant on roof-mounted satellites or cables that could be damaged by the storm.
Charge up your power banks and emergency lights. Chances are high that you’ll lose power at some point if the storm
hits your area hard. In fact, even if it doesn’t, you may still experience some power outage. So make sure you have
rechargeable lights you can leave around the house, and that these are charged before the storm hits, and make sure you
have the ability to charge up your mobile phones if they run out of juice.
Identify an alternate safe area. Should you need to evacuate, already have a plan as to where to go. Or if you are caught
out in a storm, your family should know where you’re most likely to spend the night. This is likely to be a friend’s or
relative’s house, so make sure you ask them in advance if it’s all right to stay with them should the typhoon necessitate it.

During a Typhoon:
Stay inside as much as possible. It’s likely that home is the safest place to be; certainly going outdoors in rough weather
is a bad idea, not just because you could be lashed by wind, rain, and debris and floodwaters may have risen, but also
because visibility is poor. This results in a higher risk of road accidents and other mishaps.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 27

Volume XX - Number 4

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

October 2016

Keep everyone in your household calm. Panic will make mistakes more likely, and this can lead to injuries or worse.
What’s more, if you have family pets, they will most likely take your cue from you; if your family is calm, it’s likely your pet
will be too—although make sure your pet is safe and indoors with you rather than outside at the mercy of the elements.
Monitor local radio. Someone should be on the alert for evacuation warnings and other developments like impassable
roads and the like. Radio stations are the most reliable source of news during a thunderstorm, provided your radio is
battery-operated.
Be smart about food and water consumption. Consume perishables first as you never know when the electricity might
conk out. If the water is turned off in your area, you might want to save the water in those precious pails you filled up in
the bathroom for quickly washing faces, arms, and legs or for a simple sponge bath instead of using these up bathing.
Only use your mobile phone for important things. The power could go out at any time during a storm, and this may not be
restored for days. So it’s a good idea to conserve your mobile phone’s batteries, especially if you have a smartphone that
rarely lasts a day without charging. Turn off non-essential functions like WiFi, bluetooth, and cellular data, and avoid
playing games, no matter how boring getting cooped up in the house might be.
If it starts to flood, turn off the main power. You don’t want live outlets that could be waterlogged and charge any flood
waters that might invade your home, so make sure all adults in the household know how to turn off the main power if need
be. If there’s an option to turn off power on the ground level, while maintaining power on upper levels, all the better.
If you must wade through flood waters, wash with clean water as soon as possible. This is fairly self-explanatory as flood
waters are visibly filthy, but we’ll add one more tip: if you have any open wounds or acquire them while walking in floods,
make sure you disinfect and treat these right away.
Be wary of live wires or water-logged outlets. These could charge the floodwaters in the area, so if you see that your
ground floor is flooded above outlet level and you weren’t able to turn off the power to your home, do not venture into the
water, even if this is below knee level.
Immediately tend to any injuries. We’ve already mentioned the importance of doing this should you walk through
floodwater, but this is also important if anyone gets cuts or bruises from falling items or flying debris. And if anyone gets
hit in the head, watch for symptoms of concussion.
After a Typhoon: Continue to monitor news sites, radio stations, or TV channels. This will help you keep abreast of what
roads are passable, what areas are still at risk, and so on.
Run a check on electricals before using them. Electrocution is a very real risk in the aftermath of a storm, so have an
electrician check the wiring in your home as well as any appliances you might have. Also be sure that any electrical
devices are thoroughly dried out before being used.
Wear protective gear while dealing with debris. You don’t want to risk cutting yourself on rusty nails or pieces of tin from
roofs or anything like that, so make sure you wear thick gloves (garden gloves should come in handy) when clearing your
home of debris. You should also wear sturdy boots.
Check for contamination of your food and water. If the power failed, throw out anything in your fridge that might have
gone bad. Check your water supplies as well, and make sure you throw out anything that’s been exposed to rain water.
Dump water that may have accumulated in containers like pots, cans, etc. You don’t want to have possible breeding
grounds for dengue-bearing mosquitoes around your home, so if there is anything that might hold stagnant water, make
sure you clear it as soon as possible.
Yours in Comradeship,
Rhett O. Webber
Safety Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
63-45-458-0159 or 63 921-374-7857
rhett_webber@yahoo.com
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From the Assistant Department Service Officer:
Comrades,
As we get older sometimes we may succumb to a serious illness where our family can no
longer take care of us. Long term care is expensive and sometimes unaffordable.
Tricare and Foreign medical program (FMP) will pay for Skilled Nursing care. Some hospitals
have a skilled nursing care facilities attached to the hospital.
Inquire to the hospital you use to find out if they have a skilled nursing facility or if not where
one can be found in your area.
Remember never wait until you fall Ill always be thinking ahead.
Yours in Comradeship,
Barry P. Moshinsky
Assistant Department Service Officer
Department of Pacific Areas
barrymoshinsky@gmail.com

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
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From the POW-MIA Chairman:
Comrades,
After nearly 50 years of waiting, Judi Boyer Bouchard learned the news she already knew in
her heart — her Green Beret brother, who went missing during the Vietnam War in 1968, died
while on a covert military mission.
On March 16, the U.S. Department of Defense and the Army officially delivered the news the
remains of Army Sgt. Alan L. Boyer were identified. He was buried with full military honors
June 22 at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA.
"It's very bittersweet," said Bouchard. "I don't have total closure, but I have come now to
accept I will never know what really happened."

Boyer was 20 when he dropped out of the University of Montana to enlist in the Army. Bouchard said her brother was "the
quintessential big brother," great at anything he tried. He was popular, smart and talented and had a deep commitment
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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to serve his country. Once in the military, he stood out above the other enlistees and was selected for the elite Army
Special Forces team, carrying out top-secret assignments as a Green Beret.
Although many of the details of his final mission remain classified, Bouchard was told her brother was trying to board a
helicopter when enemy fire severed the rope ladder, leaving him and two others behind. A search-and-rescue team never
found any sign of the soldiers, raising hopes they were taken prisoners.
Early on, Bouchard and her parents, Charles and Dorothy Boyer, were told not to speak in public about Alan Boyer for
fear it might endanger his safety if he was alive. As the months turned into years, they patiently waited, wondered and
held on to maybe.
"I have prayed every single day. You wake up and think, 'Will this be the day we will know something?'" she said. "I have
to be honest, I wondered if I would ever know anything in my lifetime."
Even after Charles Boyer died suddenly in 1994, Bouchard and her mother continued their quest for information. They
became active in POW/MIA groups, including traveling to Laos to learn more. In 2006, the remains of George R. Brown,
one of the two other soldiers with Boyer, were discovered in Laos.
"I was happy for his family, of course, and perhaps disappointed that that was the only finding at that site," she said.
"Although that investigation/excavation did not provide my mom and me answers, we still clung to the hope that one day
Alan would be identified as well."
The last piece of the puzzle came on March 7, just one day before what would have been her brother's 70th birthday.
Bouchard learned remains traders in Vietnam had delivered a leg bone fragment to U.S. military officials, who made a
DNA match.
On March 16, military officials who included retired Army Lt. Gen. Michael Linnington, director of the Defense
Department's POW/MIA Accounting Agency, visited her Leesburg home to deliver Boyer's Silver Star and Purple Heart
medals.
Bouchard, who is active in POW/MIA groups, said she would continue her work to bring attention to other veterans who
remain missing.
Currently, there are 1,621 Americans who remain missing after the Vietnam War, the Defense Department's Prisoner of
War Missing Personnel Office said. Overall, 82,751 missing personnel from wars that also include World War II, Korea
and Iraq.
"It's really important to our men and women serving today they know they will not be forgotten," she said. "The fact that
we found at least remains of Alan, that's all I could have asked for."
Yours in Comradeship,
Tom Friend
POW-MIA Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Roving Ambassador:
“Roving Ambassadors work under the direction of the Department Commander, VFW
Department of Pacific Areas, as a designated special diplomatic envoy, diplomatic
representative, and good will ambassador to foster relations between the VFW Department of
Pacific Areas in cooperation with the relevant divisions and units that handle relations within the
regions for which they are assigned.”
Comrade Commander and Comrades of the Department of Pacific Areas,
As a Roving Ambassador for the Department of Pacific Areas, I visited with and attended
meetings this month to include the following:
VFW Post 1924 Fallbrook District 1 California
VFW Post 1513 Escondido District 1 California
VFW Post 3783 Romona District 1 California
VFW Post 7041 Vista District 1 California
Military Order of the Cootie Grand of California
Military Order of the Cootie Pup Tent 40 Vista District 1 California
Military Order of the Cootie Pup Tent 38 Turlock District 6 California
American Legion Post 775 Fallbrook District 22 California
American Legion Post 149 Escondido District 22 California
American Legion Post 365 Vista District 22 California
Forty et Eight Palomar Voiture 1406 Escondido California
AMVETS Post 1775 La Mesa District 1 California

Photo taken at VFW Post 1513 Escondido.
They love the black shirt I make.
Yours in Comradeship,
Joe Mortimer
Roving Ambassador
Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman:
Comrades,

Veterans Helping Veterans
Things have been very quiet since the convention. The Department of Pacific Areas (DPA)
Veteran's Assistance Committee (VAC) is fully staffed up and running. It received its first
approved budget line ($6,000.00) from the DPA Council at the DPA Convention in Chaing Mai,
Thailand in June 2016 to help provide assistance to our needy veterans throughout the DPA
region of responsibility. The committee consists of the Committee Chairman and the ALL of
the District Commanders in the DPA.
Once again I need to encourage the District Commanders in the DPA to canvass their areas of responsibility and locate
the needy veterans who may need our help. As I've said in the past - the VAC was established to help veterans who have
an immediate need such as those who are homeless or those that have medical bills, prescriptions, and basic assistance
needs such as grocery bills, etc. In order to receive assistance a veteran must have served honorably in the U.S. Armed
Forces. All Requests for Assistance must be identified to the VAC Chairman and/or the District Commander as soon as
possible. I would like to once again clarify the process. Once the request is received - the Chairman will initiate action
within 24 - 48 hours to convene the committee via one of three methods:
(1) Teleconference,
(2) Email or
(3) Online Chat Services.
When the decision is made to render assistance, the Chairman will coordinate with the DPA Quartermaster, the District
Commander and his/her representative to ensure financial aid is distributed within 7-10 Business Days. The appropriate
District Commander will ensure that he or his representative provides follow-up documentation (i.e., paid medical bills,
grocery receipts, paid prescription bills, etc.) to the Committee Chairman. It is also requested that the local
representative provide photos and other information to assist the committee in providing updates to the DPA Typhoon
Newsletter. Each request for assistance will not exceed $500.00. All assistance will be provided on a Grant basis.
The DPA established and funded this program to assist Commander-In-Chief Duffy's Project for Helping the Homeless
and assisting all veterans. This program will only work with your support. The committee solicits your input (GOOD OR
BAD). Tell us what you think! Do you want this committee to continue? You have $6,000 worth of grant money available.
Let's not let the money go to waste. I'm sure with your support and assistance we can make this program a success. You
may contact me any time day or night. My contact information is: (1) Email - mverville2005@yahoo.com, (2) Telephone +639182491184.
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
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From the Veterans and Military Support Chairman:
Greeting Comrades of the Pacific,
I just returned from a TDY to Kwajalein out in the middle of the Pacific and was surprised to
learn that there was a VFW Post there belonging to District 6 about 20 years ago. While I was
there I was able to quickly get a Map Request in and conducted a “Burger Burn” for the
Soldiers and Navy Seabees that were also there. I was able to get an After the Fact request
approved because of the short time that I was there. The day prior to the cook off there was a
Navy Frigate arrived and they also joined in on the BBQ. In all there were about 125 active
duty members there. Too much of my surprise there were a husband and wife team from VFW
Post 8180 members stationed there, John and Nikki Maxwell they also helped out. So thanks
for the help you guys it was great seeing you all again. Remember it’s a small world and you
never know who you will run into! We was also able to sign up two new VFW members while I was there!
As a reminder this is how you can make a donation on line to the Veterans and Military Support Programs. It is best to
make your donations to the “Most needed Program” This is a requirement of the All-State selection this year. The
minimum donation is set at $50.00 for Post’s and Districts. However you can always donate more for this is a very
worthwhile cause.
How to make a donation to Veterans & Military Support Programs online
Go to VFW National Home Page – click on Contribute
Next Click on Veterans & Military Support
Click on Contribute
This will pop-up next click on “Click Here” This will make sure your Post or District gets credit)
This will show up next:
Reach out to service members and military families with life-changing support services. The VFW:
• awards scholarships to deserving veterans through the "Sport Clips Help A Hero Scholarship" program.
• hosts morale-boosting farewell and welcome home events.
• administers financial grants for military members facing severe financial crises.
• provides "Free Call Days" for deployed troops.
Click here if you are making this gift on behalf of a Department, District or Post.
Follow the direction and send copy of email confirmation on your donation to me at MAPDPA@VFWDeptPacific.org
In the mail back to you the subject line will be “Thank you for your Generous Donation” this is what you will send to me.
The following chart show which posts and Districts have completed their required blocks for the All-State Selection based
on this year’s requirements in my area.
Districts All State requirement for a minimum donation of $50.00 to the Veterans & Military Support programs.
D1
D2
D3
D4
D5
D6
D7
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Posts All State requirement for a minimum donation of $50.00 to the Veterans & Military Support programs along with
adopting a unit or sponsoring a MAP event.
Post
9723
1054
9555
9612
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12147
727
9957
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
1509
2917
3457
124
2485
9892
11447
12130

V&MS Programs Donation

Adopt a Unit

Conduct a MAP Event

Yes, $100.00

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes, $200.00

Yes

Yes

If your Post or District has made a donation and it was not listed please send me your copy of the email you received back
from National. If I can be of any help on this or any other V&MS Programs please contact me at
MAPDPA@VFWDeptpacific.org
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Veterans and Military Support Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Voice of Democracy / Patriot’s Pen /
Teacher’s Award Chairman:

Commander, District and Post Commanders, Voice of Democracy (VOD), Patriot Pen (PP), Teacher Award’s (TA)
Chairman and Comrades,
Good Information:
Below is a reminder of the procedure to follow when forwarding your Department Voice of Democracy and Patriot's Pen
winner packets to VFW National Headquarters, by January 15, 2017.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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NOTE: The deadline for your completed Department report & summary forms (for Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen)
to be sent to VFW Programs at National HQs is not until January 31, 2017. Please let us know if you need blank
Department report forms e-mailed (in PDF or Word format) by contacting Kris Harmer at kharmer@vfw.org or calling 816968-1117. The District Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen report forms are now located online onwww.vfw.org under
the VFW member log-in. You would click on MY VFW, then VFW Training and Support, then “Citizenship Education,
Youth Scholarships and Activities.” Kris can also e-mail you the district report forms if needed. The official Department
report forms do need to be obtained by contacting Kris in VFW Programs. A deadline date listing is attached.
Your first place Department Voice of Democracy winner packet should include:
1) Official student entry form (Kris at National will NOT contact your winner about the DC trip until after the Department
has officially notified the student that he/she is the first place Department winner. Because extensive preparations are
needed for the February 25-March 1, 2017 Voice of Democracy Washington, DC finals trip, your notification date should
be January 31st or sooner. Please verify the date that your first place Department Voice of Democracy winner will be
notified that they are the first place Department winner by e-mailing this exact date to kharmer@vfw.org. Additionally,
please include this date on the Department chairman section of the entry form. We will send a letter to the Voice of
Democracy winner about their DC trip after this date, and we will also purchase the winner’s round trip air transportation to
Washington, DC.)
2) Typed essay.
3) Audio recording of essay (either an audio CD or USB flash drive...or “stick” is acceptable. Please review for sound
quality and for length of 3-5 minutes, and ensure the student does not identify themselves –either by their name, city,
state, school, national origin, race, etc. when reciting their essay verbally.)
4) Photograph (should be a good quality, head and shoulders photo – this photo can be e-mailed to kharmer@vfw.org
in jpeg form -at least 300 dpi is preferred- or mailed as a hard copy photograph in the packet.)
The first place Department Patriot's Pen winner packet should include:
1) Official student entry form.
2) Typed essay (please count number of words - should be 300 to 400, and ensure the student
does not identify themselves –either by their name, city, state, school, national origin, race, etc. within the text of the
essay.)
3) Photograph (should be a good quality, head and shoulders photo – this photo can be e-mailed to kharmer@vfw.org
in jpeg form -at least 300 dpi is best- or mailed as a hard copy photo in the packet.)
When your Department judgings are completed and the winners are selected, please mail these winners’ packets to VFW
National Headquarters (see below address). The deadline for mailing the winner packets is January 15, 2017 (even if
they have not been notified they are the winner, either personally or at your Department Mid-Winter awards ceremony.)
Please do not delay mailing because they have not been notified, the packet must still be received by Jan 15. We will not
contact the Voice of Democracy or Patriot’s Pen student until after the date you give us on the reverse side of their entry
form.
Both winner packets need to be received in the VFW Programs office at National HQs on or before January 15. This does
not mean postmarked by January 15, they need to be in our hands on or before January 15. If you are missing any
required item in any of these winner packets, or if you have an unavoidable delay that might keep the packets from
arriving on or before the deadline, please call our office at 816-968-1117 to let us know the situation, and we will be glad
to work with you. Please remember that you have until two weeks later (January 31) to get your Department Voice of
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen Department reports mailed in.
Please ensure that the Voice of Democracy winner keeps a copy of his or her audio CD (or USB flash drive) and either an
electronic version or a hard copy of their photograph, in the event the originals get lost in the mail. If possible, keep
copies for yourself as well. Please try to avoid using first class mail; instead use FedEx, UPS or Priority/Express mail
(because you can receive a tracking number.) This January 15 deadline must be met in order to protect your winner(s)
from the potential of being disqualified from the national judging(s).
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Voice of Democracy trip for first place state winner
The February 25-March 1, 2017 Washington, DC finals is a very special trip that the winner has earned on his or her own.
In recent years, we have found an increasing number of winners’ families desiring to come to the Voice of Democracy
finals with their student. Family members or friends are welcome to attend only one event, the Monday night February
27th “Parade of Winners” ceremony that will be held at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City. This is a totally open ceremony
(there is no cost and no tickets are needed.)
Due to the size of our group (54 students total) and other liability issues, we are not able to accommodate any additional
family or friends on our tour bus, on our rental vans, or at any other scheduled event during the four-day trip. If family
members or friends do choose to attend the “Parade of Winners,” they must pay for and arrange their own transportation
and lodging. Only the student winner will be picked up at the airport on February 25 by VFW staff and, with the exception
of during the post-Parade of Winners photo session, the winner cannot visit with any family or friends until we release
them on Wednesday, March 1.
NOTE: Only the first place national Patriot’s Pen winner (which is announced in mid-February 2017) is invited to attend
the VFW Legislative Conference (Parade of Winners) in Washington DC, with one parent (all-expenses paid for both).
Just another quick reminder (for your advance planning) ---please note the dates of upcoming Washington, DC Voice of
Democracy student finals trips:
2017: February 25 – March 1, 2017
2018: March 3 – 7, 2018
2019: March 2 – 6, 2019
Please note that the Washington, DC Legislative Conference dates are slightly different than the students’ trip:
2017: February 26 – March 2, 2017
2018: March 4 – 8, 2018
2019: March 3 – 7, 2019
If you have any questions, please let us know.
“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
Yours in comradeship and service,
Brian Meranda
Voice of Democracy / Patriot’s Pen / Teacher’s Award Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
vodppdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org

From the Webmaster:
Comrades,
The website has been updated for the December Council of Administration. Some have
already signed up. If you run into any problems signing up please let me know.
Anyone that is still having problems getting into their email accounts or have any problems with
the website, please let me know. When sending me an email please give me as much
information about the problem as you can. (I.E. please reset my password for email account
XXXXXX@vfwdeptpacific.org or link on such and such page is not working) This will allow me
to assist you quicker.
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Shawn Watson
Webmaster
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Typhoon / Around the Pacific Editor:

Comrade Commander and Comrades of the Department of Pacific Areas,
Only about two months to the Mid-Term Council of Administration! We would love to see more inputs for the Around the
Pacific section of our newsletter. We also have not heard from some of our officers. If you have a listing on General
Order #1, we need to hear from you about what is going on in your program.

Letter of Intent Guidance / Format
Commander Moses has set forth the following guidance for submitting Letters of Intent:
- Published in the March, April, and May 2017 editions only. (There is no edition published in June 2017.)
- Include a recent photo. Remember, you are “selling yourself” to the membership.
- The Candidate will save their letter as a .jpg file to fit on one newsletter page with margins of one inch above and one
inch below with side margins of 1/2 inch each left and right.
- The Department Editor will not to alter a Candidate's letter other than to make it fit one newsletter page. The font,
pitch, spelling, etc., will be up to the Candidate as they will be "selling themselves” to the membership for the position they
are striving for.

General Newsletter Submission Format
Submission Format: A significant amount of time is used in reformatting inputs. Please use the following submission
format:
Format:

Use Arial Font / 10 Pitch / Single Page (two pages if needing to use charts, etc.) Double space
after end punctuations just like you did when you were in the military.

Photos / Graphics:

Use JPG, PNG, or GIF, place in line with text on the Word document, and include a caption or
paragraph of who is in the photo and what they are doing. Do not stretch photos to make them
fit. No PDFs.

Date Inputs Due:

5th of the Month (except for July and December)

Date Published:

10th of the Month (except for June and December)

Label File as:

“Typhoon Month YYYY Position Name.docx”
“ATP Month YYYY Post Number.docx”

E-Mail Subject Line:

“TYPHOON MONTH YYYY POSITION NAME”
“ATP MONTH YYYY POST NUMBER”

Send to:

typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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I am currently working on an SOP for the position of Department Editor, with Past Department Editor Jim Malott, which is
about 96% completed. This will make transition easy for someone else who may take this position in the future.
For the Around the Pacific Section, some Posts and Districts we either never or rarely hear from. Lets issue a challenge
for this next year for each other to have, at a minimum, at least one input submitted from every District to the Around the
Pacific Section. During the mid-term and the annual conventions we hear about the great stuff you are doing, however
only a few show up in the publication. This is a great tool for showing the world what we are doing out here and it can aid
others to remember what folks are doing when it comes to awards.

DOs / DON’Ts FOR PHOTOS / ARTICLES FOR THE
AROUND THE PACIFIC SECTION
1. Do submit “money shots” (meaning whenever possible seeing Comrades wearing their highly recognizable official
VFW caps) when interacting with others.
2. Do keep the Around the Pacific section entries to a maximum of one page per event. Half pages are fine.
3. Do place photos on a Word document in line with text and include a caption or a short couple of paragraphs of what is
depicted in the photo. (Do not place in front of text, behind text, etc.)
4. Do check the quality of photos before submitting. Grainy or pixilated photos will no longer be placed.
5. Do provide only the photos you want to be used. Avoid sending twenty photos and ask me to select one or two I think
are best to publish.
6. Do not send individual photos and e-mail text. Place in a Word Document with the proper file labeling.
7. Do not submit any photo(s) with people displaying gang signs as they will not be published. I have edited these in the
past to block them out or cover them up, however it takes too much time doctoring photos. We should not be advocating
gang affiliations or activity.
8. Do not take a photo of a newspaper article and send as a JPG for your input.
Please send your inputs in the submission format on or before midnight 05 Nov 2016 Philippines time zone. See you in
Angeles City for the Council of Administration.
If you have any questions, please contact me at: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org
That’s it for now. Thanks for helping me to help you and thank you all for everything you do for our military active duty,
veterans, and their families!
Yours in Comradeship,
Joe Mortimer
Editor
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Around the Pacific Community Report

District 2 Mainland Japan
DISTRICT 2 RAISES FUNDS DURING THE YOKOTA AIR
BASE FRIENDSHIP DAY

YOKOTA, JAPAN - On 18 September 2016, Comrades from VFW Posts 1054, 9555, and 9612 came together during the
Yokota Air Base Friendship Day for comradery and to raise funds for their posts and District 2. Activities included a game
booth, snow cone sales and post merchandise. It was a long 3 days and 2 nights but fun was had by all and plans are to
continue this event for years to come.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 1054 PARTICIPATES WITH COMMANDER
FLEET ACTIVITY YOKOSUKA DURING SUICIDE
AWARENESS MONTH

YOKOSUKA, JAPAN - On 21 September 2016, in support of National Commander Brian Duffy’s challenge to help
change the narrative on mental health in America through the Change Direction campaign, Past Post 1054 Commander
and current Post 1054 Service Officer Michael Castro talked with Sailors and Veterans about the 5 Signs of Emotional
Suffering during the Commander Fleet Activities Yokosuka Annual Suicide Awareness Observation at Benny Decker
Theater.

(Left) Comrade Castro and Post Commander Lutman (seated) watch The Campaign to Change Direction video on Personality Change during the
Commander Fleet Activities Yokosuka Annual Suicide Awareness Observation at Benny Decker Theater. (Right) Comrade Castro talks to Sailors and
Veterans about the 5 Signs of Emotional Suffering during the Commander Fleet Activities Yokosuka Annual Suicide Awareness Observation at Benny
Decker Theater.

Comrade Castro summarized his remarks stating that by showing compassion, caring and displaying a willingness to find
a solution when the person may not have the will or drive to help him or herself, you could be saving a life. He also
related his own personal experience with those who have committed suicide and the feelings that you are often left with
for a lifetime as a result of the traumatic experience.
Post 1054 Commander Mike Lutman presented Chaplain Robert Vance, Commander, USN with the VFW Commander in
Chief pin and thanked him on behalf of CINC Brian Duffy for allowing the VFW to join CFAY in getting the message out to
help all Veterans and family members suffering from emotional distress. WELL DONE COMRADE CASTRO!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 1054 SUPPORTS VETERANS AND
TEACHERS IN THE CLASSROOM AT SULLIVANS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

YOKOSUKA, JAPAN - On 30 September 2016, at Sullivans Elementary School, Mike Applegate, retired Navy Master
Chief Petty Officer and Lifetime VFW member of Post 1054 in Yokosuka, Japan, taught students about the Pledge of
Allegiance as part of his weekly curriculum on Americanism. His lessons are broadcast on the Sullivans School News
Network via a closed-circuit television system and are viewed by more than 1,200 students each Friday. He is assisted by
5th Grader, Alex Jones, who acts as anchor of the “Morning Show” and is also the camera operator for each broadcast.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 41

Volume XX - Number 4

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

October 2016

MISAWA AIRMAN RECEIVES VFW POST 1054
SPONSORED “PROFESSION OF ARMS AWARD”

MISAWA, JAPAN - On 3 October 2016, Mr. David J. Barton, CMSgt, USAF (Ret), Deputy Director, Retiree Activities
Office, presents the 35th Fighter Wing Airman Leadership School "Profession of Arms Award" to SrA Ivi K. Dushane,
Class 16-F. VFW Post 1054 sponsors this award 7 times a year and it is presented by the Misawa Military Retirees
Association in Misawa, Japan.
Mr. Barton is also a Life Member of the VFW, AFA and AFSA and a member of the Misawa Chiefs Group and Thailand,
Laos, Cambodia Brotherhood. David is also teaming with VFW Post 1054 to present the VOD / PP / TEACHERS
programs to Edgren HIgh School in Misawa this year.

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 1054 AND BOY SCOUT TROOP 35
PARTICIPATE IN COMMANDER FLEET ACTIVITY
YOKOSUKA NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME

YOKOSUKA, JAPAN - On 4 October 2016 – From (L to R) Comrade Kim McCann (also the Boy Scout Zone
Commissioner, Yokosuka, Japan), Post 1054 Commander Mike Lutman and Past Post 1054 Commander and Post
Service Officer Michael Castro answered questions about membership, benefits and educated the community on VFW
Programs during the CFAY National Night Out Against Crime 2016.

(Left) Comrade Kim McCann, Post Commander Mike Lutman, CFAY Commanding Officer Captain Jeffrey J. Kim, Troop 35 Senior Patrol Leader Steven
Sayers and Troop 35 Scoutmaster Greg Sayers pause for a group photo during the CFAY National Night Out Against Crime 2016. (Right) Past Post
Commander Michael Castro and Comrade Mike Applegate observe while Troop 35 Scoutmaster Greg Sayers demonstrate proper knot tying techniques
on the Scout Knot Tying challenge board during the CFAY National Night Out Against Crime 2016.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 9612 COMRADE / COOTIE READS NAMES
OF THOSE WHO DIED AT 911 CEREMONY IN
CALIFORNIA

VALLEY CENTER, CALIFORNIA - On 10 September 2016, Comrade / Cootie Joe Mortimer of VFW Post 9612, Camp
Zama, District 2, Pacific Areas, along with Commander Matt Foster of VFW Post 1513 Escondido, District 1, California,
took part in a name reading ceremony at the Valley Center Fire Protection station. Some of the Fire Protection personnel
flew from here to New York and took part in the recovery effort.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 9612 COMRADE VISUALLY TEACHES
HISTORY IN POWAY CALIFORNIA

POWAY, CALIFORNIA - On 18 Jun 2016, Comrade Joe Mortimer, a U.S. Civil War reenactor as Trooper Private of
Company I, 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment 1861-1865, at the Old Poway Park, Poway, California, showed students and
guests how to write with 19th century style writing instruments such as quill pens and dip pens. There were also Gatling
gun, weapons, uniforms, food, camp life, and other displays shown.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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District 3 South Korea

VFW POST 9985 HELD A HEARTWARMING CEREMONY
TO HONOR ALL THE FALLEN ON SEPTEMBER 11TH
2001.

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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“DOC” (District III SVC and current Big BUG) and Max (DPA
Chaplain and District III JVC) vistied Clark Cemetary and
took Post members to visit Post 2485 AC and Post 11447
Subic Bay. Good to see old friends and make some new
ones.

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Rough Riders MC had a few gifts for the Post this month,
they donated a check to Comander Schmitz for the Pacific
House.They also held a raffle which Past Comander
Delaney and his wife won a 2 day 2 night trip to Jeju Island.

VFW Post 10216 Commander and Post member Cynthia
and Jason Schmitz along with other Post members attended
the 69th Birthday of the United States Air Force held in
Seoul.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW Post 10216 paid honor to the fallen and those still
suffering for the attackes on 9/11. We also brought in some
new members this month, and hope to see more next month.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 49

Volume XX - Number 4

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

October 2016

Members of VFW Post 8180, and MOC Pup Tent 10, local
Boy Scouts, and Lion Cubs visited the local hospital and
gave fruit, candy & snacks to patients and staff.

District III Comander Ron Davis
along with Past 10216 Post
Commanders Ernie Lee and Billy
Quintaro held a recruiting drive
during the Osan AB Job Fair this
month held at the base Enlisted Club.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Osan AB held it’s Annual 24 hour POW/MIA Run and
dedication of name stones to the monument. The Flag was
run around the base for 24 hrs ending with a cermony in
front of the base theater. Post 10216 helps sponsor this
event every year and this year DPA Chaplain “Max” Maxson
did the invocation prior to the run, Post member and even
co-ordinator MSgt Shannon Sutton carried the falg into the
closing ceremony, with 10216 Commander Cynthia Schmitz
as the opening speaker and District III SVC “DOC” Higgins
was the guest speaker. Also in attendance was District III
Commander Ron Davis and member of Post 10223.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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District 5 Thailand / Cambodia
VFW POST 12146 PARTICIPATES FOR 2ND
CONSECUTIVE YEAR IN LOCAL BEACH CLEANUP

BANCHANG, THAILAND - VFW Post 12146 participates for 2nd consecutive year in a local beach cleanup. Community
Service assistant chairman Don Meurett, Legacy gold life member Don Wood, and Community service chairman Mike
Mosley were part of the Post team that assisted the effort.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Pacific Areas General Announcements
MOVING, TRANSFERRING, OR OTHERWISE LEAVING
THE LOCAL AREA OF YOUR POST?
LET YOUR POST KNOW

If moving, be sure to let your Post Quartermaster / Adjutant know and provide your change of address, so you will not
miss any of your VFW Magazine subscriptions and other VFW benefits.

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE?
Are you a member in good standing? Look at your membership card. If it is about to expire, renew it today or better yet,
go LIFE MEMBERSHIP and save money over time. It’s never too late to switch to a Life Membership and you never have
to worry about rate increases or remembering to renew! Log onto:

http://emem.vfw.org/
MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING AND APPLICATION
PROCESSING
Membership is the future of our organization. All comrades should be willing assist with a membership growth and/or help
the post in whatever needs to be done. When you are submitting an application for membership for a perspective new
member, it is important to ensure you have it completed properly so as not to delay the processing. At the next Post
Monthly General Business Meeting, the applications will be reviewed for completeness and voted on before submission to
the VFW National Headquarters. To ensure no delays in processing:
- Ensure you complete the application fully,
- Include proof of eligibility,
- Payment in the form of a check, money order, credit card, or cash for either Life Membership or Annual Membership.
(Checks and money orders will be made out to “VFW Post ________.”)
Temporary membership is then granted to attend VFW Meetings and events with the Post until such time as the newly
recruited Comrade receives their VFW Membership Card from the VFW National Headquarters with full membership
benefits.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

VFW Life Members can now take the next step in ensuring veterans a better tomorrow by becoming a Legacy Life
Member today. Be remembered for your service as a veteran and VFW member. It’s easy to get started. Choose from
Gold, Silver or Bronze, each with its own prestigious benefits.

Gold $1,200
Silver $800
Bronze $400
Legacy is tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed. Use the installment plan option to make quarterly payments.
For more information logon to:

http://emem.vfw.org/
VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

“It’s not what you paid to be
a member, it’s what you paid
to be eligible.”
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS CLARK CEMETERY

Clark Cemetery Maintenance Fund donations accepted to support the maintenance of this cemetery, which is completely
dependent on individual and group donations. VFW Post 2485, located in Angeles City, Philippines, is the caretaker of
Clark Cemetery for the VFW Department of Pacific Areas and is in need of your help.

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery.htm
If you make a donation, we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS GRAVE DIGGERS

Become a member and support the Department of Pacific Areas Grave Diggers Program which is open to anyone who
has a desire to support the Clark Cemetery. To use our PDF "fill-able" application form log:

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/grave_diggers.pdf
- Please mail your application and membership fee, as well as any future donations to:
VFW Post 2485
Attn: Grave Diggers
PSC 517, Box RC-V
FPO AP 96517-1000
If you make a donation or become a member of the Grave Diggers,
we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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SUPPORT
YOUR

Veterans & Military Support Programs
Adopt- a- Unit Program, “maP” military assistance Program, Unmet neeDs Program,
Operation UPLINK & Sport Clips Help a Hero Scholarship Program

DPA fair share of these pins is
only 60 pins total with
30 Gold, 10 Silver and 20 Bronze Pins
Thus these pins will go fast so ORDER TODAY
to insure that you get one of these
memorable pins and support these
programs at the same time !

QTY
Gold Veterans & Military Support Pin
Silver Veterans & Military Support Pin
Bronze Veterans & Military Support Pin

Make check out to VFW Department of Pacific Areas
and mail check along with order form to:
Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Cost

Sub Total

$20.00
$10.00
$5.00
Grand Total

Name: _____________________________________________
Mailing Address:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Order YOUR 2016/2017 V&MSP Pin and support our Veterans and Active Duty Members
through these programs
Simply fill out the form, write a check for the amount, send it to me and I will mail them to you
PLUS…. I’ll cover the cost of shipping and handling.
Please note these pins will not be available till I pick them up at the National Convention thus you should receive them in
mid-August.
Yours always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Veterans & Military Support Chairman
PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Since mailing will take
some time, email me and I
will reserve your pin/pins
till I get your check !
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Cootie Corner Announcements
MOC PACIFIC AREAS PADDY DADDY PROGRAM
M.O.C. Grand of the Pacific Areas is asking you to help support the Paddy
Daddy Program.
Applications are available online on the VFW Department of Pacific Areas
website. The Paddy Daddy Application for signing up Comrades, Cooties,
Friends, Family, and yes, even your Pets can be signed up!
Please fill out as many applications as you like for a very good cause. The
VFW National Home Special Project is the recipient of the proceeds from our very own program in the Pacific
Areas.
Send the application to me along with a check made out to “Ee CHI GAE Pup Tent #2, in the amount of US$25.00,
and I will promptly prepare your Certificate, Card and Pin and mail them to you. If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to e-mail:
Yours in Comradeship,
L.O.T.C.S.
Billy Haney
Military Order of the Cootie
Paddy Daddy Chairman

Ee CHI GAE PUP TENT #2
GRAND OF PACIFIC AREAS
“PADDY DADDY”
VFW NATIONAL HOME SPECIAL PROJECTS PROGRAM
LIFE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:

_________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________
_________________________________________
POST #: _______________

Billy T. Haney
HHC, USAG Unit 15228, Box 333
APO AP 96271-5228
Email: bthaney12@vfw10223.org

DEPT / GRAND: _______________________________________

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Happy Birthday U.S. Navy
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Chief & the Ensign
The Chief was bragging to the Ensign one day. You know, I know everyone there is to know. Just name Someone,
anyone, and I know them. Tired of his boasting, the Ensign called his bluff, Okay, Chief, how about Tom Cruise.
Sure, yes, Tom and I are old friends and I can prove it.
So they fly out to Hollywood and knock on Tom Cruise's door and sure enough, Tom Cruise, shouts, Chief! Great to
see You! You and your friend come right in and join me for lunch!
Although impressed, the Ensign is still skeptical. After they leave Cruise's house, he tells the Chief that he thinks
his knowing Cruise was just lucky. No, no, just name anyone else, the Chief says. President Bush, the Ensign quickly
retorts.
Yep I know him, let's fly out to Washington.
So, off they go. At the White House, Bush spots them on the tour and motions them over, saying, Chief, what a
surprise. I was just on my way to a meeting, but you and that Ensign come on in and let's catch up.
Well, the Ensign is very shaken by now, but still not totally convinced.
After they leave the White House grounds, he expresses his doubts to the Chief, who again implores him to name
anyone else.
The new Pope, the Ensign replies. Sure, I've known the Pope a long time. So, off they fly to Rome. They're
assembled with the masses in Vatican Square when the Chief says, this will never work. I can't catch the Pope's
eye among all these people. Tell you what, I know all the guards, so let me just go upstairs and I'll come out on the
balcony with the Pope. He disappears into the crowd headed toward St. Peter's. Sure enough, half an hour later,
the Chief emerges with the Pope on the balcony.
But by the time he returns, he finds that the Ensign has had a heart attack and is surrounded by paramedics.
Working his way to his side, the Chief asks the Ensign, What Happened to him?
The Ensign looks up and says, I was doing fine until you and the Pope came out on the balcony,… and the tourist next
to me asked, Who's that on the balcony next to the Chief?

See you in the next edition!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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