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Did you recruit
anyone today?
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

2016-2017
Department of Pacific Areas Convention
and
Grand of Pacific Areas Scratch
11-15 June 2017, Subic Bay, Philippines
Reservation deadline 01 June 2017
http://vfwdeptpacific.org/CONVENTION/

The VFW Department of Pacific Areas and Grand of Pacific Areas
Council of Administration will be held at the Subic Grand Harbour Hotel
located at # 249 Waterfront Road, SBFZ.

Hope to see you there!
WELCOME VFW POST 12163 PERTH
WESTERN AUSTRAILIA

From Robert Moses, Commander, Department of Pacific Areas, “I
would like to announce that we will have a new Post in Mount
Hawthorn, Perth Western Australia by the time this is posted. The
Post No. 12163 will be installed on 7 May 2017 and will have more to
follow on the new Post at our convention in June.”
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Department Officer’s Comments
From the Commander:
Comrades,
Congratulations to the All-State awardees for the 2016/2017 convention. The winners are:
Districts 5 and 7
Posts – 9612, 8180, 10033, 9951, 10217, 10249, 12146, 3457, 124, 2485, 11447 and
10223.
All other that did not make the April 30 deadline, you still have until 30 June to make it and be
recognized at the 2017/2018 COA.
Also congratulations to our Teacher of the Year winners as well as to our EMT, Fire Fighter, and Law Enforcement
winners:
Elementary Teacher – Post 9612
Middle School Teacher – Post 2917
High School Teacher – Post 8180
Thanks to all the committee chairmen, district and post comrades for your efforts and hard work.
We are just a month away from our Department Convention. JVC Verville has done a great job putting this year
convention together with a lot of family activities planned. We currently have 87 members registered to attend. We still
have rooms at the convention hotel, but reservation will probably have closed by the time you read this. If you still wish to
attend, please contact JVC Verville and I’m sure he will be able to accommodate you. It would be great to get 100
members attending the convention.
Membership took a great turn during the last month and your efforts are greatly appreciated, hopefully over the next 6
weeks it will continue to get better. Our Department is short 152 members for 100% at this moment and when you read
this will probably be less. We currently have six posts less than 10 members short of 100% and another three posts 20
members short of 100%. Please let get out there over the coming weeks and let’s make the Department 100%. Keep life
membership coming that’s the way to get your Post and District 100% yearly.
The Convention Book is in need of your advertisements ASAP. Please send your Convention Book ad to PDC Bob Zaher
(bobzaher@gmail.com) immediately as the deadline is fast approaching. Please support our Department and make this
years book another great one.
Lastly I would like to announce that we will have a new Post in Mount Hawthorn, Perth Western Australia by the time this
is posted. The Post No. 12163 will be installed on 7 May 2017 and will have more to follow on the new Post at our
convention in June.
In closing Memorial Day is approaching, please take time to honor those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice and those
who are in harm’s way today. Thank those who have served and those serving in uniform today. I want to extend my
thanks and appreciation to my team for all the support and efforts they have put forth this year, and to all the comrades of
this Department for all that you do for Veterans, active duty members, families, and widows.
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
Robert “Mo” Moses
Commander
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

“CLEAR THE WAY” “LEADING,
MENTORING and CARING”
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From the Senior Vice Commander:
Greetings Comrades,
Congratulations to our All State Districts and Posts that will be recognized in June at the
Department Convention. Best of luck in making All American.
If you did not complete all requirements for All State by 30 April, you have until 30 June, and
those Posts and Districts will be recognized at the C of A in December. Again, my thanks for
all the work that goes into being selected as an All State Post.
rd

We have moved into 3 place Nationally in Membership as of 30 April with 98.57%, and still
need 166 new or renewing members. Continue to check those annual members whose
membership has lapsed, or have renewal dates between now and 30 June. We will need these renewals to make 100%.
Membership is more than a means of keeping score, and our National numbers are key to our ability to influence the
Congress and Executive Branch. This lobbying power is essential to protect our benefits, advocate for needed change
and ensure a strong National defense.
Districts and Posts leading the way in Membership as of 30 April:
Districts over 100%:
District 5

104.18%

District 7

100.46

132.63%
107.11%
106.22%
102.25%
101.42%
100.72%
100.21%

Post 124
Post 10249
Post 9612
Post 11575
Post 10223
Post 8180
Post 12147

116.03%
106.56%
105.24%
101.86%
101.08%
100.39
100%

Posts over 100%:
Post 12146
Post 9951
Post 3457
Post 10033
Post 10217
Post 2485
Post 11447

Our Top Recruiters in DPA continue to post impressive numbers and carry the load for the Department as of 31 March:
Gasper Delise
Cliff Wilsey
Leon Ellison
Larry Lyons
Chris Winstead

Post 9985
Post 2485
Post 10216
Post 12147
Post 10223

125
46
39
33
27

A total of 120 Comrades have now recruited 1 or more new members. Simply stated, we all need to do more to support
the recruiting effort.
Thanks to the members who have informed me of their desire to serve the Department next year.
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
John Gilbert
Senior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Did you recruit anyone today? They cannot
say, Yes, unless you ask!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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MARKETING SUPPORT SYSTEM
VFW DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS
Over the past ten months we have published marketing articles that have provided recommendations on how to increase
visibility to Posts and broaden marketing opportunities for both demographic areas. This month we would like to relook at
some of the recommendations.
o The Marketing section of the DPA website has all previous articles (including those that weren’t included in the
Typhoon during the months it wasn’t published) as well as examples of a Post Fact Sheet, new member documents
(certificate, Welcome Aboard letter), DPA Mkt Support System Overview, letter to Senior Enlisted Advisors and other
marketing / recruiting documents.
o The National VFW website provides a wide range of marketing and recruiting assistance to all VFW members. This
includes training (videos, webinars, guides, tips) and ready-made documents / brochures. This information can be
obtained by logging on to the National VFW website and under the Member Resources header click the link VFW Training
& Support. The two best areas in this section for marketing and recruiting are Veterans & Military Support and
Membership, Recruiting & Retention. The Veterans & Military Support area provides very good information that target
current active duty members.
o Does your Post have a documented recruiting / marketing plan? If not, our National VFW has put together a
brochure, titled Membership Campaigning at the Post Level Brochure, to help. The brochure has been posted in the
Marketing section of the DPA website under the column Ntl VFW Documents & Post Fact Sheet.
o As stated in the 2016 – 2017 VFW National Membership Program, the membership mission is to “Recruit, retain, and
mentor a stable membership base, including all generations of veterans, which is well-deserved in institutional knowledge
and actively involved at all levels of the organization.”
o Promoting to younger eligible active duty members is a must to ensure long term survival of the National VFW,
Departments and local Posts. Especially for the DPA it is also extremely difficult as the large majority of active duty
members only remain in the Pacific theater for a two to three-year tour and then return to the United States. These
individuals may not see the near term benefits of becoming a member. With that said, looking at the big picture it is the
duty of all DPA Posts to bring on new members even if they will change Posts at a later date.
o Send introductory letters to the Senior Enlisted Advisors of the Pacific Fleet units homeported in the Pacific
requesting the VFW be advertised to their personnel.
o Keep your social media sites up to date. Set up a Post Twitter account and liberally use hashtags (e.g.
#VFWPostPride, #UnmetNeeds, #Veterans, #MyVeteran, #VFWpost(insert Post number)). Link your different social
media sites to increase traffic.
o Develop a Post Fact Sheet along the lines of the National VFW Fact Sheet. Using the National VFW Fact Sheet as a
guideline, you can develop a Fact Sheet for your Post as an outstanding summary of what services you provide in support
of veterans and the community.
o One of the most powerful marketing tools is word of mouth. This includes partnering with outside organizations (e.g.
RAO, FRA, VVA, RSL).
o Another example of an outside organization is the Maritime Injury Center (MaritimeInjuryCenter.com). A member of
this organization contacted Commander Moses. The representative commented that he came across the DPA website
and asked that the DPA include the Maritime Injury Center as a resource, supporting both maritime workers and our
armed forces. The Center can be of assistance to veterans that are eligible as well as advertise the VFW and the
assistance we can provide through our Service Officers.
PLEASE PROVIDE YOUR INPUT, COMMENTS OR QUESTIONS TO:
Jon Crist at crstjon05@yahoo.com.ph OR John Gilbert at johngphil@gmail.com
Quote of the Month: “Marketing is too important to be left to the marketing department.” – David Packard
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Junior Vice Commander:
Comrades,
The year is coming to a close and this will be the last Typhoon before the convention in June
2017. The Community Service Reporting is completed and CSR Reports have been submitted
to the VFW National Headquarters. This year we had 8,920 CSRs submitted by the DPA Posts.
I want to thank all of you who took the time to document the work your post has done this year.
It is important that we let our National Organization and our local communities know how hard
we work in providing support to our programs.
The VFW members in the DPA continue to do tremendous work for their communities. I
encourage each of you to take the time to send in a short synopsis and a photo of your efforts
to our Typhoon Editor so that others in the department can enjoy seeing the work you have been accomplishing. Many of
our communities have local newspapers that would be happy to publish and share the community work you do. I know
that most of our comrades excel in performing the community service work - BUT HATE to take the time to document this
work! Some tell me "We don't care about taking the credit!" We are a "TEAM" and it is important that we show all of the
work the VFW does throughout the year. This effort helps build community relationships and also helps in recruiting
members so that we can continue to grow. The CSR database was cleared on 1 May 2017 and reset so that next year's
reporting can be captured. The Final DPA Community Service Report for 30 April 2017 is included in this article.

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS
FINAL COMMUNITY SERVICE REPORT -- 30 APRIL 2017
Post
9723
1054
9555
9612
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12147
727
9957
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
1509
2917
3457
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
Total

Dist
1
2

3

4

5

6

7

May
22
14
29
25
7
6
4
21
7
12
8
3
26
21
18
11
1
3
7
120
100
9
12
120
10
2
9
618

Jun
14
19
29
51
5
10
2
24
4
13
6
2
26
36
12
23
1
21
15
21
113
6
26
156
19
6
14
660

Jul
11
14
30
61
8
9
10
38
6
1
0
0
25
18
19
21
1
18
28
3
102
6
19
166
14
2
16
630

Aug
14
16
33
51
3
7
3
14
5
5
7
4
22
78
19
12
3
122
37
5
218
13
23
160
11
4
10
889

Sep
13
30
22
52
2
4
4
18
5
5
6
1
25
74
20
13
1
67
31
1
270
12
22
159
17
8
3
882

Oct
15
32
21
20
1
7
2
19
6
2
5
2
29
33
17
13
1
40
33
5
486
20
27
167
8
8
2
1019

Nov
17
22
29
18
6
8
2
21
5
6
0
4
32
11
18
12
1
26
9
4
202
21
26
162
13
7
7
682

Dec
17
22
14
30
2
6
1
19
5
6
6
0
23
37
14
15
1
73
33
1
126
10
18
156
12
12
11
659

Jan
13
12
31
17
2
7
1
28
3
2
0
0
16
22
17
11
1
45
27
6
330
6
16
158
16
4
6
791

Feb
13
18
22
26
3
0
1
20
6
3
0
1
30
27
14
7
1
27
2
3
355
19
13
155
19
4
2
789

Mar
15
3
44
11
2
0
8
10
4
1
0
1
15
26
22
12
1
28
1
3
338
5
15
171
7
3
6
746

Apr
15
8
34
14
3
0
10
12
2
3
0
2
0
27
8
16
2
18
1
3
172
17
12
157
13
6
7
555

Total
179
210
338
376
44
64
48
244
58
59
38
20
269
410
198
166
15
488
224
175
2812
144
229
1887
159
66
93
8920

By the time you read this month's Typhoon - we will have already passed the deadline of 15 May 2017 for submission of
the DPA Award Nominations for each of the Post/District Awards. Again, I want to thank all the Posts and Districts for
submitting their awards nominations. The results will be announced at the DPA Convention.
That's all for now! I look forward to seeing all of you in Subic from 11 -15 June 2017. You may contact me any time day
or night if you need my help. My contact information is as follows:
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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(1) Email - mverville2005@yahoo.com,
(2) Telephone - +639182491184.
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Junior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Quartermaster:
Comrades,
This month I’d like to talk about something that is vital to the financial health of every Post and
a concept that comes up at every VFW National QM conference I have attended – fiduciary
duty. “Fiduciary” comes from Latin and means “trust”, a person who has the power and
obligation to act for another under circumstances which require total trust, good faith, and
honesty.
There are roughly five elected positions at every level of the VFW organization for which
fiduciary duty is expected – The Commander, Quartermaster, and the three Trustees. Fellow
members put their trust in these persons to care for and oversee the unit’s assets. A
breakdown at any level of position trusted with this duty can lead to dire financial consequences for the unit.
For the Quartermaster, fiduciary duty is obvious. He/she is the person directly responsible for the Post’s finances and
other assets. But no less important are the Trustees, for it is their sworn duty to complete monthly and quarterly audits of
the Quartermaster’s book, including bank statements and investments. Too many Posts, mine included, have been guilty
of “pencil-whipping” the monthly and quarterly audits.
A proper audit must include examining the Quartermaster’s prepared report with the adjusted bank statements to see if
they agree. By “adjusted” bank statement I mean a statement which takes into account deposits not credited or checks
not yet debited. The totals on both the audit report and the adjusted bank statement should agree. If they don’t, the
Trustees need to find out why.
Most Posts use a calendar year, January through December, as their fiscal year. This being January, 2017, it is an
excellent time to institute an auditing process that is easy for everyone to follow. Get a two-sided folder (I like the kind
with clasps that require a two-hole punch); label one side “Audit Reports” and the other side “Bank Statements”. When it
comes time for the monthly or quarterly audit, this folder is all the Trustees should need to complete their audit. Unless, of
course, there are anomilies. Every Post should be using the standard audit report forms, monthly and quarterly,
generated by the Quartermaster Deluxe Program or available on the Department website under “Forms”.
Finally, the Post Commander signs every Quarterly Audit signifying that he is satisfied that the books have been properly
audited and that the money totaled on the Quartermaster’s audit equals the amount in the Post’s checking account or
investment account. This is the final step of fiduciary responsibility.
If you follow these guidelines, the Post will be able to use its hard earned assets for the betterment of your Post and the
VFW – as intended.
Yours in comradeship,
Pete Callaghan
Quartermaster
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
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2016-2017 POST AND DISTRICT AUDITS / POPPIES / QM BONDS
AUDITS SUBMITTED

JUNE ‘16

SEP ‘16

DEC ‘16

MAR ‘17

9723
District I
1054
9555
9612
District II
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12147
District III
727
9957
District IV
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
District V
1509
2917
3457
District VI
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
District VII

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

BUDDY POPPIES
ORDERED ‘16-‘17
$58.00/500
X
$174.00/1500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$232.00/2000
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500
$174.00/1500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$116.00/1000
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
$58.00/500
X

QM BOND
ORDERED 2016-‘17
$100.00/$40.000. Pd. *
$10.50/$3,000
Pd.*
$100.00/$40,000 Pd.*
$87.50/$25,000.
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd.*
$17.50/$5,000.
Pd.
$70.00/$20,000
Pd.*
$28.00/$8,000
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd.*
$87.50/$25,000
Pd.*
$65.00/$26,000
Pd.
$21.00/$6,000
Pd.*
$14.50/$4,000
$100.00/$40,000
$10.50/$3,000.
$150.00/$60,000.
$17.50/$5,000.
$42.00/$12,000.
$52.50/$15,000
$14.00/$4,000
$52.50/$15,000.
$35.00/$10,000
$52.50/$15,000.
$70.00/$28,000
$75.00/$30,000.
$70.00/$28,000.
$10.50.$3,000.
$70.00/$28,000.
$325.00/$130,000.
$35.00/ $10,000.
$30.00/$9,000
$10.50/$3,000
$10.50/$3,000.

Pd.*
Pd.
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*
Pd.*

From the Judge Advocate:
Comrades,

POST RELIEF FUND
In this issue I’ll discuss the Post Relief Fund and its purposes, as there have been questions
concerning usage of the fund in the past few months that need clarification. To start with the
Fund is established by Posts that normally acquire money from selling Buddy Poppies and
other moneys that may be solicited or donated for veterans’ purposes. The funds purposes
and; procedures are outline in the National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure, Section 219 with
title “Relief Fund”.
The Fund usage that is given in Section 219 - relates to fairly specific guidance. However, sometimes comrades may
read into what is presented to meet their needs, as different situations occur. With that said, the following are some areas
that have been questioned in the past and currently about the usage and expenditures the fund. You will find below a
listing of usage:
Payment of Dues ~ The post may remit dues of sick, needy or disabled members from the fund. This Should not be
construed to mean that you can use the funds for early bird or free membership programs, as It has to be used only for
members that are sick, needy and disabled.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Youth Activities ~ Funds may be used for youth activity programs if they are considered to forester true Patriotism through
educational programs, such as VOD Patriots Pen contests.
Fund Support ~ Any necessary expenses to support the fund, such as purchasing Buddy Poppies May 1, 2017 utilize the
fund.
Clark Veterans Cemetery ~ If a Post desires to donate moneys to support the cemetery for perpetuating The memories of
the deceased veterans buried at Clark Veterans Cemetery or any other cemetery where veterans are buried, they may
use the fund.
MAP ~ The Post may consider using the program under Section 219, paragraphs (a) and (c) if the event is for hospitalized
Veterans and their families.
VFW National Disaster Relief Fund ~The VFW National Disaster Relief Fund, which is a matching fund program that may
be used by the Department when; 1) a “natural disaster” occurs within a Department’s geographical area where a disaster
has been declared by the government of a foreign country and 2) specific funds are requested and matched by donations
from Department units and members. If this event should occur the fund may be used for relief of Department veterans
and their families in order to request additional matching funds a from National.
Disaster Relief Outside Department ~ The fund may be used for disaster relief if moneys are utilized for aid, assistance,
relief, comfort of the needy or disabled veterans or members of the armed forces and their dependents, and the widows
and orphans of deceased veterans. Fund for hurricanes, typhoons, earthquakes, etc., outside the Department area can be
use as long as the funds are earmarked for those in need of relief as mentioned above. An example of disaster relief
usage outside the Department area was when the Commander-in-Chief asked Posts to use the Fund to donate at least $1
per member for relief in the case of Hurricane Katrina for needy veterans. Also, National requested donations for the Haiti
earthquake disaster to assist veterans and their families affected by the quake.
The information given above on usage of the fund has been confirmed with National Administrative Operations staff and
they clearly indicated that Posts should adhere to Section 219, then apply some common sense with rational to ensure
that the fund is utilize for what it is intended.
This concludes my article comrades, so if there are any further questions on the Relief Fund purposes or other matters
concerning by-laws and procedures feel free to contact me at advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or bill.wichman@msa.hinet.net.
Please remember comradeship and service to Veterans. “God, bless you comrades, God bless America.”
THE JUDGE’S SAYING:

Democracy: "The state of affairs in which you
consent to having your pocket picked,
and elect the best man to do."
Yours in comradeship,
Bill Wichman
Judge Advocate
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Chaplain:
First and Foremost! Thank You for your Dedication to our Great
Country and our Great Department.
Comrades,
For the first time this year, and with great joy, I am NOT reporting the
loss of any Comrades. If you have any names that need to be
recognized at the DPA Convention, send me an email or get a hold of
me when we arrive in Subic.
It has been my honor and pleasure to be the Chaplain for the past year.
I hope to continue supporting the Greatest Department and I would like
to thank all the support I received from all our Comrades across the Pacific. You are all truly the best of the best.
Comrades I Salute you, God Bless and see you in Subic

Again, please make sure your Post Chaplains get the names of anyone who passes so we make sure they are
recognized. If you are unable to attend your Posts meetings to inform your Chaplain email me directly at either
chapdpa@vfwdeptpacific.orgor my warren.maxson@yahoo.com . Also On Facebook Chaplains of the Dept. of the
Pacific VFW.
Send me the Following:
• FULL NAME and NICK NAME (if they have one). Some Comrades are known more by their Nicknames.
• Post Number / Pup Tent
• Army / Navy / Air Force / Marines / Coast Guard
Chaplains continue to send your Taps reports. And again, Thank You for your Service, God Bless you and yours.
“Rest Easy, we’ll take it from Here”
Yours in Comradeship,
Warren “MAX” Maxson
Chaplain
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
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From the Inspector:
Hiya, Comrades,
As we are nearing our Department, below is the up-to-date progress report of our Post/District
Inspections as of 5 May 2017. We only have one Post not inspected and in the Department
and I will work to have that completed prior to the Convention. I can be reached at:
inspdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org anytime for questions.
I would like to thank our Department Commander Moses for the privilege of appointing me to
serve as the Department Inspector this term and best wishes to SVC John Gilbert as he
prepares to move up a step!! Looking forward to seeing many of you Comrades at the
Department Convention next month. As we approach Memorial Day, I am sure we will
remember our Comrades who lost their lives in battle.
In closing, may your god bless you, your families, and the good ole USA!!! See you next month!!
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
Kevin E. Mitchell
Inspector
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Department Committee Reports
From the Americanism Chairman:

Comrades,

WOMEN’S ARMY CORPS FOUNDED
The Beginning
The Honorable Edith Nourse Rogers, Congresswoman from Massachusetts, introduced the
first bill to establish a women's auxiliary in May 1941. On 14 May 1942, Congress approved
the creation of a Women's Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC). Two days later, Mrs. Oveta Culp
Hobby was appointed the first Director of the WAAC.
Five training centers were opened within a year. The first at Fort Des Moines, Iowa, the
second at Daytona Beach, Florida, the third at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, the fourth at Fort
Devens, Massachusetts, and the fifth at Camp Ruston, Louisiana. As an auxiliary of the Army,
the WAAC had no military status, therefore Mrs. Rogers introduced another bill in 1943 to
enlist and appoint women in the Army of the United States. President Franklin D. Roosevelt
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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signed the bill on 1 July 1943 and 90 days later the WAAC was discontinued and in its place was the Women's Army
Corps (WAC). Colonel Hobby continued as Director of the WAC.

Overseas in World War II
Six months before women received military status, the first WAAC contingent arrived in Algeria, North Africa. In July 1943,
the first WAAC Separate Battalion arrived in England led by Lt. Col. Mary A. Hallaren. Three WAC's joined Vice Admiral
Lord Louis Mountbatten's Southeast Asia Command in New Delhi, India, in October 1943. A WAC platoon arrived in
Caserta, Italy in November and a month later another arrived in Cairo, Egypt. January 1944 marked the arrival of the first
WAC's in the Pacific at New Caledonia. In May a large group arrived in Sydney, Australia.

The End of the War
After Victory in Europe (VE) Day in May 1945 and the surrender of the Japanese in August, the remaining WAC training
centers at Fort Oglethorpe and Fort Des Moines closed and no further WAC training was conducted. In February 1946,
the War Department began a program aimed at retaining women still in service and re-enlisting those who had served
during World War II. The Chief of Staff General Dwight D. Eisenhower, announced that he would ask Congress to make
the Women's Army Corps a part of the Regular Army and the Organized Reserve Corps. By the end of May 1946, WAC
strength had dropped from a wartime high of more than 99,000 to about 21,500 and by the end of May 1948, WAC
strength totaled approximately 6,500 women on active duty.

Regular Army Status
On 12 June 1948 President Harry S. Truman signed into law the Women's Armed Services Integration Act that permitted
women in the Regular Army and the Organized Reserve Corps. A new training Center at Camp Lee, Virginia was opened
in July 1948.
Yours in Comradeship,
Ronald J. Davis
Americanism Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Clark Veterans Cemetery Chairman:
Comrades,
Our Burial Assistance Program, wills and testaments portion, has hit a legal snag and is
suspended pending a ruling from American Citizens Services, U.S. Embassy, Manila. We are
working to resolve the issue with our burial assistance lawyer to prevent an increase in indigent
veterans as wills can be contested and sent to probate court. We continue to work with families
to provide proper and timely burial for veterans.
All veterans are encouraged to have a clean and readable copy of their DD214 on file both at
home and with their veteran’s organization. Not finding a deceased veteran’s DD214 causes
delays in burial and other benefits. We are working a source for retrieving DD214s, as needed, for burial purposes.
Significant Activities (3):
04 Apr - VFW Post 2485 provided military honors for Karl Bullock, GYSGT, USMC at Clark Veterans Cemetery.
10 Apr - VFW Post 2485 provided military honors for Richard Madole, P03, USN, at Clark Veterans Cemetery.
19 Apr - VFW Post 2485 provided interment burial services and military honors for Emmit White, Sgt, USA at
Clark Veterans Cemetery.
As of 30 April 2017, Grave Digger life membership stands at 1379. No new Grave Diggers entered during the month of
April.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Grave Digger Memberships will continue to be offered as a legacy commemorative program with donations used for
indigent Veteran burials, upgrade of burial equipment, and to help defray the expenses of our annual Veterans Day
Ceremony.
Information is available on the VFW Post 2485 website: http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery_report.doc
“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
Yours in comradeship,
Norman G. Smith
Clark Cemetery Chairman (2016-2017)
Department of Pacific Areas

From the Convention Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
DPA Convention Chairman Report - May 2017
The Department of Pacific Areas (DPA) Convention will be held from 11-15 June 2017 at Subic
Grand Harbour Hotel (SGHH) (Headquarters Hotel) on the Subic Bay Freeport Zone (SBFZ) in
Olongapo City, Zambales.
By the time you read this I hope that we will have the Headquarters Hotel sold out! No need to
worry because we do have a backup hotel available if we need it. When you register - Please
let me know your wishes about the 2 luncheons, the 2 banquets, the shirt info (P500) and the
tours. I need commitments for the tours before I can negotiate a final price. Just as a note: The
room prices show $56 on the Online Registration since the automated formulas were programmed in dollars, however,
the rooms will have a flat rate price of P2,800 per night. The Convention Committee will turn back rooms by 21 May 2017
if all rooms are not sold.
As of 3 May 2017 - we had 65 rooms reserved and 4 rooms left in the Headquarters Hotel. The backup hotel is one block
away to handle any overflow that we may encounter. All VFW members and families are encouraged to register as early
as possible since rooms will be assigned by the DPA Convention Chairman on a first-come first-served basis. I
encourage you to check out the DPA Webpage and make your reservations. Tours are being arranged for the members
and guests. We are looking at a potential afternoon Boat Tour of Grande Island on Sunday the 11th of June; a Ladies
Shopping Trip on Monday the 12th of June; and an Ocean Adventure Tour on Tuesday the 13th of June. All meal prices
have been finalized and are posted on the DPA Website. All sixty-nine rooms in the hotel are blocked. You must make
your reservations through the Convention Chairman since they will not be available through any of the Travel
Sites such as Agoda or Travelocity. If you wish to order a shirt you must provide your size (preferably Philippine Sizes
from Size 34 through 66). If you give me a U.S. size - We will attempt to have the proper size in stock, however, there is
not always a direct correlation between the two sizing systems. Finally, private transportation will be arranged from the
airports on a pay-as-you-go basis. At the going Dollar to Peso exchange rate that is approximately Peso 3,500 ($70) from
Clark to Subic and Peso 4,500 ($90) - Peso 5,500 ($110) from Manila to Subic for an 8 passenger van (one-way).
If you have any questions or need a registration form/convention schedule - you may direct your questions to me any time
day or night. My contact information is:
(1) Email - mverville2005@yahoo.com or convention@vfwdeptpacific.org,
(2) Telephone - +639182491184.
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Convention Committee Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DPA CONVENTION REGISTRATION INFORMATION SHEET
Name:

______________________________________________________________________

Post:

_________ VFW Position: _______________________________________________

Pup Tent:

_________ MOC Position: _______________________________________________

Email:

______________________________________________________________________

Badge Name:

________________________________________________________________

DPA Funded:

____Yes / ____No

Room Type:
____ Two-Bed Double Beds or
Cost of Room Per Night: P2,800 ($56) (All Rooms)

____ Three-Bed Double Beds

Number of nights: ____
Arrival Date: ______________________

Departure Date: ______________________

VIP Luncheon tickets: $15 each

____

All American Luncheon tickets: $15 each

____

DPA Banquet tickets: $20 each

____

GMOC Banquet tickets: $20 each

____

Cootie Off-Site Social: TBD
DPA Past Commander's Dinner: POC is PDCs Bob Zaher/Jerry Kraus
Supreme Commander's Reception: POC is PSC Marty Ellingwood
Hospitality Room Donation:
Polo Shirts: P500 - Size:

$__________
______

Tours:
- Grande Island Boat Ride (Sunday):
- Ladies Shopping Trip (Monday):
- Ocean Adventure Tour (Tuesday):
Yours in Comradeship, your Convention Committee Chairman, Michael R. (Mike) Verville, Mobile
Number: 0918-249-1184. Land Line: 011-63-47-251-3203. Personal Email:
mverville2005@yahoo.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Convention Book Chairman:

Convention Book 2017
Comrades,
The cut-off date for this year’s convention book is 31 May 2017.
Please submit your District, Post and Pup Tent ads as soon as possible.
Here are the price list:

1 Page Color
$200.00
1/2 Page Color
$100.00
1 Page Black and White $100.00
Business Cards
$10.00
Booster Ads
$2.00
Rebates of 50% per ad start once your Post, District, or Pup Tent gets $500.00 worth of ads. Rebates of 50 cents per
booster ad begin after 35 names.
Besides the ads, captioned photographs of Post and District commanders in action with their unit members always enliven
and add spice to the convention book. Send in your best and we will do our best to include them in the book, though we
cannot promise to publish all photos submitted. Also, if you need any help designing your Post, District or Pup Tent ads,
the convention book staff can assist you in this regard. You can contact me at <bobzaher@gmail.com>
Cheers,
Yours in Comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chairman, Convention Book Committee
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Legislative Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
I’ve been honored to serve as your legislative chairman for the last year, and I thank
Commander Moses for the opportunity. Incoming Commander Gilbert has offered me the
position again, and I was glad to accept. I look forward to another great year in the Pacific, and
I look forward to seeing those attending the convention at Subic next month. With that in mind,
here are some of the current legislative highlights concerning vets:
1. VA Launches New Wait Time Transparency Site: The Department of Veterans Affairs rolled
out a new website this week that will enable veterans to track which VA facility has the shortest
appointment wait times, as well as to compare the quality of care between different VA facilities
and private-sector providers. Veterans who reside in urban areas will benefit more from the new online comparison tool
than veterans in rural areas simply because they have more VA facilities from which to choose, provided they are willing
to travel the extra distance. VA also responded to questions regarding data accuracy, since everything listed is compiled
from information received from the field, and no veteran nor the department wants a repeat of the secret waiting lists
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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debacle from three years ago. VA gave assurances that there is only one tracking system now, which is constantly
measured. The new VA site is expected to be improved over the coming weeks.
2. Thousands Pre-Enroll for VA National Cemetery Interment: Since first announced last December, more than 10,000
eligible veterans have taken advantage of a new VA benefit that allows them to pre-enroll for interment in a VA national
cemetery, which means less paperwork that survivors will have to complete following their loved one’s death. Interested
veterans can submit VA Form 40-10007, Application for Pre-Need Determination of Eligibility for Burial in a VA National
Cemetery, and supporting documentation, such as a DD Form 214, if readily available, to the VA National Cemetery
Scheduling Office by toll-free fax at 1-855-840-8299; email to Eligibility.PreNeed@va.gov; or by regular mail to the
National Cemetery Scheduling Office, PO Box 510543, St. Louis, MO 63151. Learn more about eligibility determinations.
3. Pentagon VSO/MSO Roundtable: On Wednesday, April 19th, the VFW participated in the first quarterly veteran and
military service organization roundtable hosted by Secretary of Defense (SecDef) James Mattis. He was joined by Deputy
Secretary Robert Work, Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Tony Kurta, Vice Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Paul Selva, as well as senior officials from the Resources and Acquisition and Public
Affairs directorates. In addition to hearing about the potential impact of a year-long continuing resolution on force
readiness and modernization and the SecDef’s priorities, the VFW had the opportunity to personally present the key
concerns of our membership to Secretary Mattis.
4. President Signs VFW-Supported Bill: On Wednesday, April 26, VFW Adjutant General Robert E. Wallace was at the
White House to join President Trump as he signed a VFW-supported bill to expand and improve the Choice Program into
law. S. 544 will authorize VA to continue the Choice Program for an additional eight months. It would also improve the
Choice Program by ensuring veterans are not billed for Choice Program care and streamlining medical record sharing to
expedite the Choice Program scheduling process –– two issues the VFW had identified and asked Congress to fix. Learn
more about the VFW's concerns (/advocacy/va-health-care-watch) about the Choice Program and other VA community
care programs.
Comrades, this concludes my report on legislative matters concerning veterans. If you have any questions you may
contact me at corter79@hotmail.com.
Yours in Comradeship,
Jonathan Brazee
Legislative Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Legacy Life Membership Chairman:
Comrades,

Post Commanders Take Notice
Post Commanders, have you had a Post member that served your Post above and beyond and
might have made his final roll call and is now serving on the supreme staff? It would be a fitting
tribute to have your Post purchase a Legacy membership in memoriam in his name. It’s a very
good way to show respect for a deserving comrade. Your Post will receive a remittance check
every year in his name. Please honor the comrades that have helped move your Post forward!
Yours in Comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chairman, Legacy Life Membership
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Will you leave a legacy?
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Life Membership Chairman:

Greetings Comrades,
DPA now at 10184 Life Members, an increase of 151 Life Members over last year and growing strong. This represents
88.79% of total Membership. GO LIFE!
Recruitment of N/R Life Members stands at 222, which remains somewhat behind last year’s effort.
The Department will once again provide paid life memberships to posts meeting the following criteria:
Posts over 1,000 Members
1 Life Membership for each
15 N/R Life Member recruited

Posts with 500 - 999 Members
1 Life Membership for each
10 N/R Life Member or Multiple

Posts under 500 Members
1 Life Membership for each
5 N/R Life Member or Multiple

The following Posts have earned DPA paid Life Memberships or stipends of $400 to be used in promoting the Life
Membership Program:
Post #
124
1054
2485
3457
9555
9612
10216
11447
12146
12147

Total Earned
3
1
1
1
1
6
2
3
2
2

Yours in Comradeship,
Cliff Wilsey
Life Membership Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

(one $400 stipend paid)
(one $400 stipend paid)
(one paid Life Membership)
(one $400 stipend paid)
(six $400 stipends paid)
(one $400 stipend paid)
(two $400 stipends paid)
(two $400 stipends paid)
(two $400 stipends paid)
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From the National Home for Children Chairman:

Comrades,
May is upon us, I am getting ready to pack my bags to make my first visit to the VFW National
Home for Children. I will be joining with DPA JVC Mike Verville in attending the 2017
Department Junior Vice Orientation there in Eaton Rapids, Michigan. I hope to bring back more
great information on what goes on at the NH. I am also hoping to get some pictures of grounds and some of the homes.
There are a few District and Post that have not given their annual Donation. I would like to point out that DPA requires a
$50.00 donation, but we have a few that are giving more. District 2 has given $500.00, they do this by passing the hat at
the Good of the Order during the meetings, also Post 2485 has made a donation of $265.41. This is great keep up the
good job.
If you’re Post is tight on funds here a few ideas for some Fundraising;
Cut for the Kids
Does someone have a ponytail they are willing to part with? How much money is that hair worth? Set a goal and collect
donations with a guarantee from the long-haired member that they will get a haircut when the goal is reached.
Swear Box
Clean up the language of your comrades and sisters while making a difference for the National Home. Put a “swear box”
on your bar, or have it available during meetings. When someone utters a cuss word, it will cost them!
If you are having problems with the National Home’s web site you can always let me know.
Concert with Live Band
Post 1054 Yokosuka, Japan. Does an annual Concert with a Local Live Band this is done with a Local Bar and everyone
rd
is invited. They put out a Basket and ask for donations. This was the 3 year and again it was attended by our DPA
JVC. Mike gave a short speech on what the NH did and what Post 1054 was doing to raise funds for them.
I am here to assist you if you are having problems. Just send me an email. nhcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org.

Mental Health Awareness Month: What You Can Do To Help.
May 2, 2017 ( Taken from NH Blog Site )

May is Mental Health Awareness Month. As you may know, mental health is still very much stigmatized in our country,
and within the military community, this stigma remains strong. Every day, 22 veterans decide to end their lives.
This year the VFW has joined forces with The Campaign to Change Direction to change the culture of mental health in
America so that all of those in need receive the care and support they deserve.
Do you know the five signs that may mean someone is in emotional pain and might need help?
Children in military families also experience high rates of mental health, trauma, and related problems.
“These are our nation’s “littlest heroes,” says National
Home Director, Patrice Green. “Through the eyes of a
child, the effects of war on a family can be devastating.
The emotional wounds, the financial stress, and the
hopelessness of a fractured family are confusing and
scary, and they can affect a child for a lifetime.”
In a recent study published in the Journal of
Adolescent Health, about 30% of the military children
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 17

Volume XX - Number 10

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

May 2017

studied reported feeling sad or hopeless almost every day for two weeks during the past 12 months.
One way that you can help a struggling veteran family is by encouraging them to call the National Home 800.313.4200 or
having them visit http://www.vfwnationalhome.org/help – they may be able to participate in our program and get the
assistance that they need.
To learn more about the five signs and how you can identify and help someone who may be in need, visit:
http://www.changedirection.org/#five-signs.

National Home Donation Report
This report is updated as of 28 April 2017 as received in from the NH and the Post Quartermasters.
District / Post

Reported

District 1
No
9723
Yes
District 2
Yes
1054
Yes
9555
Yes
9612
Yes
District 3
Yes
8180
Yes
9985
Yes
10033
Yes
10216
Yes
10223
Yes
12109
No
12147
Yes
Pacific House Fund Post 12147
District 4
No
727
No
9957
No
Total
Not Confirmed
Grand Total

District / Post
Donated
$50.00
$500.00
$100.00
$50.00
$100.00
$50.00
$150.00
$50.00
$50.00
$100.00
$50.00
$50.00
$6,000.00

$7,300.00

District / Post

Reported

District 5
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
District 6
1509
2917
3457
District 7
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
Total

Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

District / Post
Donated
$100.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$100.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$265.41
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$1,115.41

$8,415.41

Make sure to send me a copy of any donations so I can check on it and check it off.
Email them to: nhcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
The VFW National Home for Children serves as a living memorial to America’s Veterans by helping our nation’s
veteran and military families during difficult times.
Yours in Comradeship,
Randell E. Himes
National Home for Children Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Pacific House Chairman:
Comrades and Coots of the Pacific,
At the VFW National Convention this past July our National Home Chairmen Randall Himes
and I did some more research on the Pacific sponsoring a House at the National Home. We
found out that at the Home there are 2 Duplex’s and that one or two of the individual homes
would be available for sponsorship. So we investigated more and found out that it only cost
$4,000.00 a year for a sponsorship of half of a duplex. I said where do we sign up! They told
us we were number one on the list for a half of a duplex. Well after months of perseverance we
were notified last night that the Air National Guard House sponsored by Florida was available. I
immediately called the National Home.
After coordinating with Sue Alverson at the Home. We agreed that I would sign responsibility and sponsorship of the
home effective 1 January 2017. This would give us time to raise the first $4,000.00 for this. Since it was in the donation
contract of the person donating the construction of this house that it would always be call the Air National Guard House.
However, in our mines it will be the “Pacific House.” Just remember on the plaque on the house it will say the Air National
Guard House sponsored by the VFW & MOC of the Pacific. In order to raise continuous moneys to pay for the
Maintenance and Utility Bills of this House $4,000.00 per year. We have derived the following program and of course we
would always be opened to any and all donations.
Membership into the Pacific House will cost $45.00. With this donation the members would receive a Certificate and a
Pacific House Pin along with a tab attached with the year. As seen on the next page.
Additional Year Pacific House Membership would cost $20.00 and the member would receive a new tab for the new
year along with the rings so you could clip it on your pin. Again as seen on the next page.
“Bronze Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $100.00. The member or
organization would receive a framed Bronze Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 1 consecutive
year tab. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
“Silver Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $200.00. The member or
organization would receive a framed Silver Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 2 consecutive
year tabs. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
“Gold Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $300.00 or more. The member or
organization would receive a framed Gold Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 3 consecutive
year tabs. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
Comrades and Coots we say a prayer to the widows and orphans at the National Home each Meeting/Scratch we have.
This is our turn to help our own out. Will it solve all of our Veterans Families problems? No, But it will help one family at a
time! I thank you in advance for your consideration to help our own.
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Pacific House Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Application for Membership into the Pacific House at the National Home

Name or Organization: _____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Check desired:

________ Membership into the Pacific House ($45.00)
________ Continuous Year Tab ($20.00)
________ Bronze Plank Ownership ($100.00)
________ Silver Plank Ownership ($200.00)
________ Gold Plank Ownership ($300.00)

Email form to:

PDCLyons@vfwdeptpacific.org

Make Check out to:

VFW Post 12147 (In the remarks section please print “Pacific House Donation”.)

Mail Check to:

Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Thanks for your unending support!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Safety Chairman:
Comrades,

TRAVEL SAFETY TIPS
BEFORE YOU GO
Inform others of your itinerary
Know the local laws and customs
Register your travel with the Department of State
Check health and immunization information with Center for Disease Control and World Health Organization
Establish a point of contact for your family
Keep all medications in their original container
Make copies of your passport and other important documents

DESTINATIONS
Company point of contact
Security point of contact
Department of State contact
Passport information or replacement contact
In addition, make sure you have contacts for your:
Financial institution
Insurance company
Family members
Know where to seek assistance should an emergency occur.

TRAVEL SAFETY TIPS
Always remain alert, maintain a cautious attitude
Walk toward traffic in the middle of the sidewalk
Don’t wear clothing that immediately identifies you as an American
Whenever possible, travel in groups
Avoid public transportation (i.e., buses)
Choose your own taxi
Avoid isolated roads, danger areas, civil disturbances, and crowds
Be alert to anyone appearing to be following you
Have a working knowledge of the local language

MAINTAIN A LOW PROFILE
Attempt to blend in with your surroundings
Conceal material wealth
Exchange your money into the local currency
Drive an inconspicuous vehicle
Use unmarked parking spaces and vary where you park
Avoid publicity
Only share information about your personal life and security efforts to trusted friends and security personnel
Avoid establishing routines

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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HOTEL SAFETY TIPS
Only patronize reputable hotels
Note escape routes
Secure your door and keep windows locked
When away from your room, keep the television or radio on
In high threat areas, avoid riding in elevators
Avoid hotel paging
Be aware that some countries require you to leave your passport with hotel reception over night so it may be checked by
local authorities
DO NOT stay in hotel rooms that are located on the first floor or easily accessible from the outside
DO NOT accept deliveries unless previously arranged
DO NOT leave your room key at the front desk; keep it with you
DO NOT use the hotel phone to discuss travel plans

TERRORIST TACTICS
Terrorist tactics include, but are not limited to:
Bombing
Kidnapping
Hostage-taking
Hijacking
Assassinations
Arson
Robbery
Extortion
Biological and chemical attacks
Even with the best preparations, things can go wrong.

http://travel.state.gov/
Yours in Comradeship,
Rhett O. Webber
Safety Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
63-45-458-0159 or 63 921-374-7857
rhett_webber@yahoo.com

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Above all think
about safety!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 22

Volume XX - Number 10

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

May 2017

From the Roving Ambassador:
“Roving Ambassadors work under the direction of the Department Commander, VFW
Department of Pacific Areas, as a designated special diplomatic envoy, diplomatic
representative, and good will ambassador to foster relations between the VFW Department of
Pacific Areas in cooperation with the relevant divisions and units that handle relations within the
regions for which they are assigned.”
Comrade Commander and Comrades of the Department of Pacific Areas,
As a Roving Ambassador for the Department of Pacific Areas, I visited with and/or attended
meetings this month to include the following:
VFW Post 1924 Fallbrook District 1 California (5 meetings and events)
VFW Post 1513 Escondido District 1 California (3 meetings and events)
VFW Auxiliary 1513 Escondido District 1 California (2 meetings and events)
VFW Post 7041 Vista District 1 California
Military Order of the Cootie Pup Tent 40 Vista District 1 California (2 scratches and events)
American Legion Post 775 Fallbrook District 22 California
American Legion Post 149 Escondido District 22 California
American Legion Post 365 Vista District 22 California
Forty et Eight Palomar Voiture 1406 Escondido California (2 meetings and events)
AMVETS Post 1775 La Mesa District 1 California
Yours in Comradeship,
Joe Mortimer
Roving Ambassador
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
The Department of Pacific Areas (DPA) Veteran's Assistance Committee (VAC) has now
approved seven $500 grants to needy veterans this year. Within 24 hours we had an approval
from the committee and within 72 hours we had distributed the grant to the needy veterans.
The committee consists of the Committee Chairman and ALL seven of the District Commanders
in the DPA. We proved that the committee's process works well. What we need now is support
from all of the Posts and the Districts in the DPA.
So where do we go from here? I need to encourage the Districts to canvass their areas of
responsibility and locate the needy veterans who may need our help. All it takes is a one page
grant application and bills or receipts to validate the amount of the grant. Remember - the grant can be used by veterans
who have an immediate need such as those who are homeless vets or those that have medical bills, prescriptions, and
basic assistance needs such as grocery bills, etc. A veteran must have served honorably in the U.S. Armed Forces.
Requests must be identified to the VAC Chairman and/or the District Commander as soon as possible. Once the request
is received - the Chairman will initiate action within 24 - 48 hours to convene the committee via one of three methods: (1)
Teleconference, (2) Email or (3) Online Chat Services. When the decision is made to render assistance, the Chairman
will coordinate with the DPA Quartermaster, the District Commander and his/her representative to ensure financial aid is
distributed within 7-10 Business Days. The appropriate District Commander will ensure that he or his representative
provides follow-up documentation (i.e., paid medical bills, grocery receipts, paid prescription bills, etc.) to the Committee
Chairman. It is also requested that the local representative provide photos and other information to assist the committee
in providing updates to the DPA Typhoon Newsletter. Each request for assistance will not exceed $500.00. All
assistance will be provided on a Grant basis.
The committee solicits your input (GOOD OR BAD). Tell us what you think! You have $2,500.00 worth of grant money
available. Let's not let the money go to waste. Use it to Help A Veteran! You still have plenty of time to find 5 need
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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veterans this year. You may contact me any time day or night. My contact information is:
mverville2005@yahoo.com or vacdpa@vfwdeptofpacific.org, (2) Telephone - +639182491184.
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

May 2017
(1) Email -

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Typhoon / Around the Pacific Editor:

Comrade Commander and Comrades of the Department of Pacific Areas,
It has been my pleasure to serve as Department Editor this past year. If accepted, I hope to serve again as Editor ans as
always the Typhoon and Around the Pacific is a team effort on all our parts. Thank you to those who supported all the
great inputs!
Only a few weeks until the Annual Convention and Grand Scratch! We would love to see more inputs for the Around the
Pacific section of our newsletter in future editions. Submit nothing it looks like we are doing nothing. You are doing a lot
of great stuff out there. If you We also have not heard from some of our officers. Part of your duties is to report what you
are doing in your position. If you have a listing on General Order #1, we need to hear from you about what is going on in
your program. Reminder, there is no edition published in June 2017.
Due to challenges experienced with the Department Editor laptop computer and the Department Website from December
2016 to April 2017, I am still working on the back editions. Again, as time permits, I will re-do all of the newsletters we
could not get completed due to the website and computer challenges and get them up on the website through the
Commander and the Webmaster. I have to put them all together again from scratch. My back-up drive was infected as
well and they could not save everything. All should be back in working order. This is going to be a big task putting
together three months of newsletters, and I will be doing this out of my usual newsletter cycle where I have other things
scheduled going on, so please bear with me as I am trying to catch up.
If you have any questions, please contact me at: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org
That’s it for now. Thanks for helping me to help you and thank you all for everything you do for our military active duty,
veterans, and their families!
Yours in Comradeship,
Joe Mortimer
Editor
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Around the Pacific Community Report

District 2 Mainland Japan
MISAWA AIRMEN RECEIVE VFW POST 1054 SPONSORED
“PROFESSION OF ARMS AWARD”

MISAWA, JAPAN - On 05 Apr 2017, Mr. David J. Barton, CMSgt, USAF (Ret), Deputy Director, Retiree Activities Office,
presents the 35th Fighter Wing Airman Leadership School (ALS) "Profession of Arms Award" to SrA Montague (L) of ALS
Class 17-C and SrA Var (R) of ALS Class 17-D. VFW Post 1054 sponsors this award 10 times a year and it is presented
by the Misawa Military Retirees Association in Misawa, Japan.
Mr. Barton is also a Life Member of the VFW, AFA, and AFSA and a member of the Misawa Chiefs Group and Thailand,
Laos, Cambodia Brotherhood. David is also teaming with VFW Post 1054 to present the VOD / PP / TEACHERS
programs to Edgren High School in Misawa this year.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 1054 RAISED $2,500 FOR DURING THIRD ANNUAL
VFW NATIONAL HOME BENEFIT CONCERT

Left: Post Commander Mike Lutman and Post Quartermaster Farris accept a generous donation from Department Junior Vice Commander Mike
Verville. Center: Quartermaster Rick Farris thanks the crowd for coming out and explains the purpose of the National Home while Commander Mike
Lutman’s wife Sayuri Lutman repeats the narrative in Japanese. Right: Commander Mike Lutman accepts a donation from VFW Post 9612 Commander
Butch Malone and newly elected District 2 Commander Randy Himes.

YOKOSUKA, JAPAN - On 22 April 2017, VFW Post 1054 held its Third Annual concert benefitting our VFW National
Home for Children. In attendance was our Department Junior Vice Commander Mike Verville. Shinji and Rebel 47, and
the band Anything Goes provided the entertainment. The event was attended by numerous Post members and guests,
including many Japanese Nationals. $2,500 was raised for the home at this event.
Special thanks also go to VFW Post 9612 for their contributions and attendance. The event was held at Angelos in
Yokosuka, as it has been in years past. Shibuya-san has been very gracious and supportive in allowing us to use his
facility for these charity events. We owe him a debt of gratitude, as well as the bands for their excellent music. Also in
attendance were the Post Commander Michael Lutman and his wife Sayuri, Post JVC Tim Anderson, Quartermaster Rick
Farris and his wife Megumi, as well as Service Officer Michael Castro.

Shinji (center) and the band “Rebel 47” played Outlaw Country Music that ranged from the golden oldies to today’s more modern type.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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The 2 man band “Anything Goes” VFW Lifetime members Gary Beckwith (L) and Mike Pierce (R) entertain the crowd.

Shinji, Rebel 47, and Anything Goes pose together after the concert. In case anyone is wondering, the instrument that Shinji is cradling is called a
Chapman Stick or in Japanese it’s called a Koyabu Board.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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MEMBERS OF VFW POST 9612 OBSERVE BLACK
HISTORY MONTH AT CAMP ZAMA

CAMP ZAMA, JAPAN - Members of VFW Post 9612, with the help of the VFW Auxiliary members and the community,
conducted a very successful Potluck to observe February as the National Black History Month. During the activity,
members of the post brought in food items to share. Invitations were sent throughout the community. Several games and
activities were conducted to educate the attendees on contributions made by African Americans. Winners were awarded
$25 gift cards. A domino and Spades tournament was also held at the post. Two new Life Members were recruited
during this event and the VFW Canteen made over $600. Thank you for all the individuals that made this event possible!

MEMBERS OF VFW POST 9612 PARTICIAPTES IN CAMP
ZAMA’S 2017 CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL

CAMP ZAMA, JAPAN - Comrades of VFW Post 9612 participated in the April 2017 Cherry Blossom Festival with booth
selling coffee, hot cocoa and hot tea. It was a long day; however, a very profitable event for the VFW. The weather was
cool and sales were amazing. VFW members spend the day helping man the booth while listening to the great music and
enjoying the activities of the Fest. At the end of the day, VFW Post 9612, made over $1,500 in profit, and served over 600
cups! VFW also provided hot coffee to our troops that were working the event free of charge. Thank you to all the
members that came together to make this event a success.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 9612 COMRADE VISUALLY TEACHES
HISTORY IN MOORPARK CALIFORNIA

MOORPARK, CALIFORNIA - Comrade Joe Mortimer of VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan, a living historian U.S. Civil
War reenactor as Trooper Private Joseph T. Morgan, Company Clerk of Company I, 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment 18611865, provided a hands on historical lesson. On the hot and arid weekend of 31 March 2017 through 02 April 2017,
Company I, 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment, U.S. Civil War reenacting unit, commanded by Captain Jean “Hal” Roberts,
received intelligence reports from several reliable scouts, of a concentration of rebel forces massing among the hills of
Moorpark, California, setting up a hidden camp of operations. Captain Hal Roberts and the troopers of Company I swung
eagerly into action.

Left: One of the many duties of a Company Clerk, Comrade Joe Mortimer of VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan, as Trooper Private Joseph T.
Morgan, U.S. Army, Company Clerk, Company I, 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment (1861-1865) writing a letter to the family of a fallen trooper, April 1862.
Right: Cavalry clash at the cannons resisting an attack.

It was a great weekend with many guests and students from local schools. Comrade Mortimer provided a hands-on
insight into the administrative side of running a Civil War unit in the field with the various forms, reports, records, and
writing utensils of the time. He also provided students with a description of our American military history, what life was like
in the 19th century, to appreciate what they have today, and the sacrifices made by our modern military today.
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Pacific Areas General Announcements
MOVING, TRANSFERRING, OR OTHERWISE LEAVING
THE LOCAL AREA OF YOUR POST?
LET YOUR POST KNOW

If moving, be sure to let your Post Quartermaster / Adjutant know and provide your change of address, so you will not
miss any of your VFW Magazine subscriptions and other VFW benefits.

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE?
Are you a member in good standing? Look at your membership card. If it is about to expire, renew it today or better yet,
go LIFE MEMBERSHIP and save money over time. It’s never too late to switch to a Life Membership and you never have
to worry about rate increases or remembering to renew! Log onto: http://emem.vfw.org/

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING AND APPLICATION
PROCESSING
Membership is the future of our organization. All comrades should be willing assist with a membership growth and/or help
the post in whatever needs to be done. When you are submitting an application for membership for a perspective new
member, it is important to ensure you have it completed properly so as not to delay the processing. At the next Post
Monthly General Business Meeting, the applications will be reviewed for completeness and voted on before submission to
the VFW National Headquarters. To ensure no delays in processing:
- Ensure you complete the application fully,
- Include proof of eligibility,
- Payment in the form of a check, money order, credit card, or cash for either Life Membership or Annual Membership.
(Checks and money orders will be made out to “VFW Post ________.”)
Temporary membership is then granted to attend VFW Meetings and events with the Post until such time as the newly
recruited Comrade receives their VFW Membership Card from the VFW National Headquarters with full membership
benefits.

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

VFW Life Members can now take the next step in ensuring veterans a better tomorrow by becoming a Legacy Life
Member today. Be remembered for your service as a veteran and VFW member. It’s easy to get started. Choose from
Gold, Silver or Bronze, each with its own prestigious benefits.

Gold $1,200
Silver $800
Bronze $400
Legacy is tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed. Use the installment plan option to make quarterly payments.
For more information logon to:

http://emem.vfw.org/
VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

“It’s not what you paid to be
a member, it’s what you paid
to be eligible.”
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 31

Volume XX - Number 10

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

May 2017

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS CLARK CEMETERY

Clark Cemetery Maintenance Fund donations accepted to support the maintenance of this cemetery, which is completely
dependent on individual and group donations. VFW Post 2485, located in Angeles City, Philippines, is the caretaker of
Clark Cemetery for the VFW Department of Pacific Areas and is in need of your help.

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery.htm
If you make a donation, we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS GRAVE DIGGERS

Become a member and support the Department of Pacific Areas Grave Diggers Program which is open to anyone who
has a desire to support the Clark Cemetery. To use our PDF "fill-able" application form log:

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/grave_diggers.pdf
- Please mail your application and membership fee, as well as any future donations to:
VFW Post 2485
Attn: Grave Diggers
PSC 517, Box RC-V
FPO AP 96517-1000
If you make a donation or become a member of the Grave Diggers,
we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.
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SUPPORT
YOUR

Veterans & Military Support Programs
Adopt- a- Unit Program, “maP” military assistance Program, Unmet neeDs Program,
Operation UPLINK & Sport Clips Help a Hero Scholarship Program

DPA fair share of these pins is
only 60 pins total with
30 Gold, 10 Silver and 20 Bronze Pins
Thus these pins will go fast so ORDER TODAY
to insure that you get one of these
memorable pins and support these
programs at the same time !

QTY
Gold Veterans & Military Support Pin
Silver Veterans & Military Support Pin
Bronze Veterans & Military Support Pin

Make check out to VFW Department of Pacific Areas
and mail check along with order form to:
Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Cost

Sub Total

$20.00
$10.00
$5.00
Grand Total

Name: _____________________________________________
Mailing Address:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Order YOUR 2016/2017 V&MSP Pin and support our Veterans and Active Duty Members
through these programs
Simply fill out the form, write a check for the amount, send it to me and I will mail them to you
PLUS…. I’ll cover the cost of shipping and handling.
Please note these pins will not be available till I pick them up at the National Convention thus you should receive them in
mid-August.
Yours always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Veterans & Military Support Chairman
PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Since mailing will take
some time, email me and I
will reserve your pin/pins
till I get your check !
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Cootie Corner Announcements
MOC PACIFIC AREAS PADDY DADDY PROGRAM
M.O.C. Grand of the Pacific Areas is asking you to help support the Paddy
Daddy Program.
Applications are available online on the VFW Department of Pacific Areas
website. The Paddy Daddy Application for signing up Comrades, Cooties,
Friends, Family, and yes, even your Pets can be signed up!
Please fill out as many applications as you like for a very good cause. The
VFW National Home Special Project is the recipient of the proceeds from our very own program in the Pacific
Areas.
Send the application to me along with a check made out to “Ee CHI GAE Pup Tent #2, in the amount of US$25.00,
and I will promptly prepare your Certificate, Card and Pin and mail them to you. If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to e-mail:
Yours in Comradeship,
L.O.T.C.S.
George Beck
Military Order of the Cootie
Paddy Daddy Chairman

Ee CHI GAE PUP TENT #2
GRAND OF PACIFIC AREAS
“PADDY DADDY”
VFW NATIONAL HOME SPECIAL PROJECTS PROGRAM
LIFE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:

_________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________
_________________________________________
POST #: _______________

George Beck
HHD 719th MI BN BX 331
APO AP 96271-5227
Email: gbeck@vfw10223.org

DEPT / GRAND: _______________________________________

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Pacific Areas Photo of the Edition
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

Pacific Areas Joke of the Edition
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

The Deadliest Job in WWII
My high school assignment was to ask a veteran about World War II. Since my father had served in the
Philippines during the war, I chose him. After a few basic questions, I very gingerly asked, “Did you ever kill
anyone?”
Dad got quiet, started to form a tear in his eye, then, in a soft voice, he said, “Probably. I was the cook.”

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Pacific Areas Letters of Intent
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See you in the next edition!
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