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2017-2018
Department of Pacific Areas
Council of Administration
and
Grand of Pacific Areas Scratch
08-10 December 2017
Parklane Hotel in Cebu City, Philippines

Register today!
http://vfwdeptpacific.org/index.php/cofa2017

10 Nov 1775 – The U.S. Marine Corps was established as part of the
U.S. Navy. It became a separate unit on 11 Jul 1789.

Reminder, inputs for the January 2018
edition are due on 05 Jan 2018.
There is no edition published in
December 2017.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

11 Nov 2016 – Veterans Day
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Department Officer’s Comments
From the Commander:
Greetings Comrades,
Whether you are reading this before or after Veterans Day, I would ask you to pause and reflect
on the true significance of this observance. Often in modern societies the service and sacrifice
of military members and veterans goes unnoticed and unappreciated. Sadly this is not a recent
phenomenon. Below two lines from the final verse of a Rudyard Kipling Poem “Tommy”, and it
is sadly as true today as when written. (Tommy was the generic term for a common British
th
soldier in the 19 century.)
For it's Tommy this, an' Tommy that, an' ``Chuck him out, the brute!''
But it's ``Saviour of 'is country,'' when the guns begin to shoot;
Look forward to seeing many of you at the mid-term C of a in Cebu City 8 - 10 December 2017. Our special guest from
VFW National Headquarters is Past National Commander in Chief Bill Thien, an old friend of the Department of Pacific
Areas. If you are unable to attend, please insure any required reports are submitted prior to the Department Adjutant.
Also, insure that packets being submitted for VOD / PP and TCHR Awards are complete and your District report submitted
to Chairman Merenda, (filling in for Chairman Moninger). The Public Safety Awards are also due and will be judged at the
C of A. Contact Chairman Merenda with any questions.
My travels the past month included being a guest of the Veterans Affairs Council of Taiwan, where I attended the Taiwan
National Day Ceremony and Reception, and was given tours of various Veterans facilities. They do an excellent job of
st
taking care of their Veterans and we could learn from them in some areas. I also attended the 21 Anniversary
Celebration and Monthly Veterans Recognition Ceremony at Post 124 in Baguio City, Philippines. Great event with over
140 members and guests enjoying the Hawaiian themed evening. I was honored to attend.
We are now over 90% in membership and retain our position as third among the 52 VFW Departments. Three Posts are
now over 100%, but recruiting active duty personnel remains a major challenge and of the 4 Districts with large active duty
populations, none is over 95% in membership. Simply stated, we must do a better job of reaching out to this population.
Additionally, we have over 1,000 members who have not renewed their membership for this year, and we’ll need a high
renewal rate make to 100%, and reach our Department goal of 12,000 members.
As always, thank you for all you do on a daily basis to make the Department of Pacific Areas a high performing
organization. This being the last issue of the Typhoon before the Holidays, I would wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy and productive New Year.

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
John Gilbert
Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

Did you recruit anyone today? They
cannot say, Yes, unless you ask!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Senior Vice Commander:
Comrades,
rd

The DPA currently stands in 3 place at VFW National with 90.45% as of 2 November 2017.
We have three posts (Post 124 – Baguio City & Post 12146 – Bang Chang & Post 11447 Subic) over 100%. There are 15 Posts and 5 Districts with more than 90%. You can see your
current numbers by doing a Post Query! We are currently 1,107 members from reaching 100%
and 1,399 members from reaching our goal this year of 12,000 members for the Department.
That will require each Post and District to push their recruiting efforts NOW! I’m confident this
goal can be met! Let’s work as a Team!
Please take the time to review the current 2017-2018 Membership Program which is posted on
the DPA Website. There are several changes for this year. The objective of the changes is to provide more financial
assistance to Posts to use for their recruiting efforts. Increasing our Life Membership and our Legacy Life Membership
numbers will help to stabilize the Departments Membership and assist in reducing the burden of chasing annual members
who rotate out of our area of responsibility each year.
Finally, continue working your All-State and All-American “Checklists”. Once you have achieved a requirement and
verified it with the appropriate Committee Chairman – send it to me! Don’t wait until the end of the year!
I look forward to seeing all of you in Cebu at the Mid-Term Council of Administration Meeting from 8-10 December 2017.
The Department Leadership has been coming out to visit your area. Do not hesitate to schedule recruiting events when
we visit your post or district.
The Department of Pacific Areas continues to be among the leaders of the VFW National Organization. Let’s work as a
Team and get the job done! Please contact me any time at mverville2005@gmail.com or +639182491184!
Yours in comradeship and service,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Junior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Junior Vice Commander:
Comrades,
All of the Posts should now have received their entries for Voice of Democracy and Patriots
Pen. Be very strict on your judging, and please ensure your entry has followed all of the rules of
the contest. Also, please make sure your entry, with all of the Post paperwork is complete, with
signatures.
The Community Service Reports, for the most part, have been better this month. There are still
delinquent in submitting their October entries. You must make three entries a month to qualify
for All-State. You can help me in my monthly reports by getting them in at the earliest
opportunity. But, better late than never.
When making your entries, please make it clear to me that this is not just a duplicate entry. If two events, of the same day
occur, put in something in the narrative that makes it clear it is not a duplicate. That said, if the same activity involves
multiple locations on the same day, please make one entry, totaling the hours and miles. Trying to differentiate between
multiple, I.E. 20 or more entries, on the same day doing the same thing is very time consuming. You can really help me
by consolidating your entries. In the end, it is the hours and number of volunteers that matter the most. Be realistic, and
don’t just try to beat the system.
I need for each commander to have his Buddy Poppy Chairman send me a report covering July1st-Nov30th, so I may
utilize the numbers for my report during C of A.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Lastly, I am looking forward to my visit to Korea for Veteran’s Day at Camp Humphries. This will be my first visit as your
JVC, and it should be a great experience.
Thanks again to you all, and let’s all help make this a great year for the Department of Pacific Areas.

Community Service Report as of October 30, 2017
Post
9723
1054
9555
9612
8180
9985
10033
10223
12147
9957
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
12163
1509
2917
3457
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
Total

Dist
1
2

3

4

5

6

7

May
13
37
21
35
31
7
1
9
7
6
35
27
12
12
1
17
23
0
11
106
23
13
126
23
7
4
603

Jun
14
40
21
30
13
6
10
7
4
1
16
22
9
11
1
8
26
0
14
106
19
11
124
8
8
9
529

jvcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
Yours in Comradeship,
Rick Farris
Junior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

Jul
10
32
27
41
17
7
10
12
4
1
27
23
25
9
14
15
22
0
3
167
14
15
94
11
5
6
605

Aug
14
52
27
26
23
5
8
7
4
5
25
31
13
7
5
10
24
0
9
233
20
19
170
8
4
7
749

Sep
13
71
21
28
42
6
1
11
21
0
21
32
20
3
0
21
7
2
4
374
28
17
219
10
8
3
980

Oct
17
72
6
14
33
4
1
11
6
1
1
1
2
5
0
5
10
13
4
353
3
15
263
12
3
0
855

Nov
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Dec
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Jan
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Feb
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Mar
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Apr
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Total
81
304
123
174
159
35
31
57
46
14
125
136
81
47
21
76
112
15
45
1339
107
90
996
72
35
29
4321

Cell: +81-80-3548-1859

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Junior Past Commander:
Comrades,

Happy Veteran’s Day!
If you are looking for your Post or District to achieve All-American status, read the requirements
carefully and make sure that all Program requirements are fulfilled. It is the responsibility of the
Post or District to notify the various Chairmen of donations or other requirements needed. Do
not wait until May to verify that you have fulfilled the requirements for achieving that status.
Our membership is looking good but could and should be a lot better, please continue to march
ahead with recruiting and let’s try to get the ball rolling where there are military bases. As our
commander has started we must do a better job at reaching out to our active duty members.
The C of A will be around three out when you read this and hoping that we will have a lot of you attending. As of 4
November, we have 47 comrades registered to attend. Hopefully we will get more. I look forward to seeing you all there.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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If you need any help or have any suggestions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
pdcmoses@vfwdeptpacific.org.

November 2017
You may email me at:

Thanks for all that you do for Veterans, their widows, and their orphans.
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
Robert “Mo” Moses
Junior Past Department Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past,
Securing Our Future”
“Still Leading, Mentoring and Caring”

From the Adjutant:
Greetings Comrades
Hope one and all have and/or had a successful and memorable Veterans Day. At times it appears we are being
subjected to numerous forms of negativity and we need to take the time to reflect upon the sacrifices of all Veterans.
I wish to remind Post Commanders and Adjutants to please forward to me when you have changes to your General
Orders. They are the primary source document to update the Department MEMO ONE.
As we are near to the Department Mid-Term Council of Administration, please remember to hand carry or email any
reports you may be responsible to provide.
Wish all a Happy Thanksgiving and to stay safe and enjoy the Holiday Season.
All the best and warmest regards,
Gerald (Jerry) Chaplin
Adjutant
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Quartermaster:
Comrades,
The VFW as well as most of its Posts and Districts qualify for non-profit status as 501(c)19
organizations, defined by the IRS tax code as meeting these qualifications:
1. That the post or organization is organized in the United States or any of its possessions,
2. That at least 75% of its members are either past or present members of the US Armed
Forces and that at least 97.5% of all members of the organization are past or present members
of the US Armed Forces, cadets (including only students in college or university ROTC
programs or students at armed services academies) or spouses, widows, widowers, ancestors,
or lineal descendants of those listed here, and
3. That no part on net earnings inure to the benefit of any private individual or shareholder.
Leave it to the IRS to complicate a simple idea. So where does that leave overseas Posts? Those which operate on an
active duty military base or post still qualify, as bases are considered under U.S. jurisdiction. Those that operate in a
foreign country can qualify as falling under the umbrella of the parent organization. In our case, the Department is
incorporated in a U.S. possession, Saipan.
There are a few drawbacks to 501(c)19 status. Many individuals and corporations who contribute to charities are only
comfortable giving to 501(c)3 organizations, the standard non-profit organization which may be exempted from paying
some U.S. federal taxes. Recognizing this, the national VFW in 1996 incorporated The VFW Foundation, the official
501(c)3 of the VFW. This is the charitable arm of the VFW which provides grants to VFW Posts, scholarships to student
veterans, financial assistance to military families, and other charitable initiatives.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Every year, the VFW Foundation makes available $1,000 grants to Posts or Auxiliaries for distribution to a local charity
which meets the guidelines of the grant. To apply, go to this webpage www.vfw.org/community/communityinitiatives/post-grants
This is a great way to let everyone in your community know that the VFW is actively helping where you live a better place
for everyone. It also lets other qualifying veterans in your community that the VFW is not just another bar. So find a
worthy cause and apply for a grant.

2017-2018 POST AND DISTRICT AUDITS / POPPIES / QM BONDS
AUDITS
SUBMITTED
9723
District I
1054
9555
9612
District II
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12147
District III
727
9957
District IV
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
12163
District V
1509
2917
3457
District VI
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
District VII
*F = Bond
application form
received.

JUNE ‘17

SEP ‘17

DEC ‘17

MAR ‘18

X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X
Post10216

X
X
merged

with

Post 8180

X
Post 727
X

merged

with

Post 9957

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X

X
X

X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X

Yours in comradeship,
Pete Callaghan
Quartermaster
Department of Pacific Areas

X
X
X

BUDDY POPPIES
ORDERED ‘17-‘18
$58/500
X
$174/1,500
$58/500
$58/500
X
$348/3,000
$58/500
$58/500
$116/1,000
$174/1500
$58/500
X
missing
$58/500
X
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
X
$58/500
$232/2,000
$58/500
X
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
X

QM BOND
ORDERED 2017-‘18
$65.00/$26,000
Pd./F
$10.50/$3,000
Pd.F
$100.00/$40,000 Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd./F
$17.50/$5,000.
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10.000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd.
$75.00/$30,000 Pd./F
$35/$10,000
Pd./F
$125.00/$50,000. Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000. Pd./F
$42.00/$12,000. Pd./F
$52.50/$15,000
Pd./F
$10.50/$3,000
Pd./F
$52.50/$15,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$52.50/$15,000 unpaid/F
$52.50/$15,000
Pd./F
$70.00/$28,000
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000. Pd./F
$10.50/$3,000
Pd./F
$48.00/$13,000. Pd./F
$400.00/$160,000. Pd./F
$35.00/ $10,000. Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$10.50/$3,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Chaplain:
Comrades,

November 2018 Report
My sincere Apologizes to all of you. A few of my reports did not make it
into the Typhoon, there were email issues. I promise all Comrades who
have passed but did not get recognized in the Typhoon will be
remembered during the CofA.
Sadly, we have lost 52 Comrades, some Posts have been hurt hard this
year. The biggest thing I have been seeing happen is Comrades
passing and their Spouses not having all the paperwork needed, Wills, Power of Attorneys, Access to Bank accounts.
Please do everyone a favor, if you know someone like that do something to fix it before it Is too late. If they don’t have the
ability to get it done themselves, step up and help. Remember you might be the only one able to help the family later, so
help them now which will help you later. Also, get with someone, tell them where your information is (Where you want to
be buried, next of kin, family members stateside, ETC) and ask where their information is at. Help each other by helping
each other NOW.

October 2018 Report
Typhoon Newsletter Editor’s Note: This report was submitted by the Department Chaplain for the October 2018 edition,
however due to computer issues, was not received by the Department Editor due to computer problems.
Comrades,
th

September 15 was POW MIA Recognition Day, and I had the honor of delivering the invocation for two ceremonies on
Osan Air Base. The VFW sponsored the weeklong event with a Memorial Stone dedication, 24hr POW MIA Flag Vigil, a
th
24hr Flag run, and retreat. Chief Lumpkin, 7 Command Chief, was a guest speaker and reminded us of the major MIA
find this year. The discovery of the USS Indianapolis, lost after a torpedo attack by a Japanese submarine 30 July 1945.
So please take the time to remember those lost that day and the heart ship their families have endured waiting all these
years. God watch over them, guide them where they need to be, watch over their families.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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USS Indianapolis (CA-35), 27 September 1939

Again, please make sure your Post Chaplains get the names of anyone who passes so we make sure they are
recognized. If you are unable to attend your Posts meetings to inform your Chaplain email me directly at either
chapdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or my warren.maxson@yahoo.com . Also On Facebook Chaplains of the Dept. of
the Pacific VFW.
Send me the Following:
- FULL NAME and NICK NAME (if they have one). Some Comrades are known more by their Nicknames.
- Post Number/Pup Tent
- Army / Navy / Air Force / Marines / Coast Guard
Chaplains continue to send your Taps reports. And again, Thank You for your Service, God Bless you and yours.
“Rest Easy, we’ll take it from Here”
Yours in Comradeship,
Warren “MAX” Maxson
Chaplain
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
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From the Inspector:
Comrades,
We are only five weeks away from Mid Term. District Two, Three and Four have not reported
in nor replied to my emails for their schedules or completions. District One is done, Five, Six
and Seven will be completed by the Mid Term CofA.
I have provided the most current listing that I have by District and Post. As you finish your
inspections, please forward a copy to me and a copy to the Department Adjutant. I know you
all are doing great work out there, but you need to let us know that you are doing it. Thank
You.
District/Post
District I

Received Date
9723

1-Oct-17
1-Oct-17

District II
1054
9555
9612
District III
8180
9985
10033
10223
12109
12147
District IV
727
9957
District V

19-Aug-17
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
12163

13-Sep-17
12-Oct-17
14-Sep-17
14-Sep-17
17-Oct-17

1509
2917
3457

12-Oct-17

124
2485
9892
11447
12130

13-Sep-17
13-Oct-17

14-Oct-17

District VI

District VII

Yours in Inspectorship,
William W. “Bill” Bradford
Inspector
Department of Pacific Areas

Notes
Completed
Completed
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
No Input
Completed
Scheduled 12Dec17
Completed
Scheduled 12Nov17
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed
Completed-documentation not received
scheduled 17Nov17
Scheduled18Nov17
scheduled 17Nov17
Completed
Scheduled 10Nov17
TBD
Tentative 1 or 10 Nov 17
scheduled 25Nov17
Completed
Completed

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Department Committee Reports
From the Clark Veterans Cemetery Chairman:
Comrades,
All veterans are encouraged to have a clean and readable copy of their DD214 on file both at
home and with their veteran’s organization. Not finding a deceased veteran’s DD214 causes
delays in burial and other benefits. The last wished of the deceased veteran need to be made
known either through a last will and testament or by the next of kin. If wishes are not known,
normally the wife or child of age residing the Philippines will have lawful authority over a
veteran’s disposition as next of kin. Barring either, the next of kin residing abroad will have
authority and may issue a Letter of Authorization assigning someone to act as administrator
and executor for burial purposes in their absence. VFW Post Website has been down and
under construction. Please be patient while we rebuild our website. Significant Activities (8):
05 Oct 2017 - VFW Post 2485 provided military honors for Bernard Crump, Airman, USAF at Clark Veterans Cemetery.
He is buried at Magalang Cemetery.
05 Oct 2017 - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Joe Ross, SSgt, USAF at Clark Veterans
Cemetery.
10 Oct 2017 - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Jude Iglesias, SRA, USAF at Clark
Veterans Cemetery.
13 Oct 2017 - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Gerald Pittman, SSgt, USAF at Clark
Veterans Cemetery.
17 Oct 2017 - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Andres Bismonte, CPO, USN at Clark
Veterans Cemetery.
18 Oct 2017 - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Walter Ligon, MSgt, USMC at Clark
Veterans Cemetery.
22 Oct 2017 - VFW Post 2485 provided and military honors for Mark Price, CPO, USN at Leal Haven Cemetery in
BamBan.
27 Oct 2017 - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Emelito Rivera, CPO, USN at Clark
Veterans Cemetery.
After a delay due to a DD214 record change, we were able to bury Jude Iglesias next to his father in Clark Veterans
Cemetery. We’ve experienced several delays in recent months and are working hard to resolve the causes.
As of 31 Oct 2017, Grave Digger life membership stands at 1393. We’ve received new Grave Diggers memberships
during the month, but have not processed them while waiting on Grave Digger pins to arrive and for the QM to process
the donations. We received the pins yesterday and will process Grave Diggers in the near future.
Grave Digger Memberships will continue to be offered as a legacy commemorative program with donations used for
indigent Veteran burials, upgrade of burial equipment, and to help defray the expenses of our annual Veterans Day
Ceremony.
Information is available on the Post 2485 website http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery_report.doc. (Note: the web site
is currently undergoing reconstruction, please be patient.)
“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Yours in comradeship,
Norman G. Smith
Clark Cemetery Chairman (2016-2017)
Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Convention / Convention Book Chairman:
Commanders and Comrades,

2017-2018 Convention
District V and All American Banchang Utapao VFW Post 12146 are very proud to have been
awarded the opportunity to host 2018 DPA Convention 10 to 14 June 2018 in Banchang
Thailand.
Understand the Department Convention is still 7 months away, I do plan to present update
during the Mid-year CofA in CEBU however I just want to notify all that the planning has started
th
the Banchang Palace Hotel renovations / upgrades continue on schedule (the Convention Hotel) the Post held our July 4
celebrations poolside an event that allowed us to “test the waters” and I have to say the day including food, drink, service
was above expectations. We continue to work closely with hotel owner / staff and have presented our detailed “Action
Plan” to our Department Commander John Gilbert. We look forward shortly after the Mid-year to coordinate with our
Department Webmaster to have by February the website with online registration up and running. We continue to follow
the expansion and scheduled flights in and out of Pattaya Utapoa International airport and will keep your posted on
updated flight information.

2017-2018 Convention Book
It is not too early to consider attending our Department Convention and preparing your Dept./Post/Personal and local
Businesses ads for the Department Convention Book. I have discussed in detail the Convention Book preparations with
Past DPA CDR Bob Z. and encourage District Commanders, to prepare early the two pages of photos with captions of the
highlights of your District events. Some of the photos could be some special events of the past. If you have any question,
please contact me at HolubLouis@gmail.com or phone; +66817208124
The following are the book ad prices:
1 Page, Color
½ Page, Color
Buisnes Cards
Boosters Ads
“E” Mail ADS to:

$200.00
$100.00
$10.00
$2.00

(THB 8,000)
(THB 5,000)
(THB 400)
(THB 100)

dpa2018ads@gmail.com

Hoping to see you in CEBU then later in 2018 Banchang Thailand
Yours in Comradeship,
Lou Holub
DPA Convention / Convention Book Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited
anyone today?
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Legislative Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
Once again, I’d like to point out that isn’t too early to start thinking of our All-State requirements.
As a reminder, one of our requirements for All-State and All-American is as follows:
Post participation in one or more of the following activities:
1. Support an ongoing “VFW Action Corps Weekly” registration drive reporting to the
Department National Legislative Chairman.
OR
2. Hold a or Welcome Home event (Department will help fund via the Department Veterans & Military Support
Chairman).
OR
3. Adopt a Unit, reporting to the Department Veterans & Military Support Chairman. to either
If it is difficult for your post to hold a Welcome Home Event or Adopt a Unit, then holding a VFW Action Corps Weekly is a
simple and relatively easy task to accomplish. Once you complete the drive, please email me at the below email address.
Holding the drive is not merely a checkmark, though. The weekly is the best way that we, as VFW members, can keep
track of legislative action that matters to the VFW and all vets. So even if your post has completed either of the second
two requirements, I urge all posts to still hold their registration drive.
Here are some of the current legislative highlights concerning vets.
1. Disabled Veterans Life Insurance Act of 2017: Representatives Steve Pearce (R-NM) and Walter Jones (R-NC)
introduced H.R. 4146, the Disabled Veterans Life Insurance Act of 2017. This VFW-supported legislation would amend
title 38 of the United States Code to update the Service-Disabled Veterans Insurance (S-DVI) tables to reflect the 2017
inflation rate, increasing the current cap from $10,000 to $95,000 and would create a process for adjusting the cap based
on inflation each year. Additionally, this bill would increase the filling and enrollment limitation from two years to 10 years
and include enrollment waiver options, thereby fixing many of the issues that exist within the S-DVI program.
2. VFW Calls on President to Help Blue Water Navy Veterans: During a markup on November 2, the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs discussed H.R. 299, the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2017, and ways to
offset the more than $1 billion cost. Committee Chairman Phil Roe (R-Tenn.) and Ranking Member Tim Walz (D-Minn.)
talked about a recommendation to round down annual cost-of-living increases to the next whole percentage point, which
was rightfully dismissed because it would take from one veteran to give to another, which the VFW has strongly opposed
in the past. Due to Congress’ inability to pass the Blue Water Navy Veterans Act, the VFW sees an order by the president
to change regulations to include Blue Water Navy veterans under the presumptive conditions list as the best course of
action to right this injustice. These are not new benefits, but a restoration of benefits taken away in 2002 after a change in
regulations. VFW National Commander Keith Harman wrote to President Trump asking him to intervene. Read the
VFW's statement and letter to the president.
3. Congress Authorizes COLA Increase for Veterans: On October 25, the Senate passed H.R. 1329, the Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2017. This legislation would increase the rates of VA disability
compensation, dependency compensation for surviving children and spouses, as well as the clothing allowance for
veterans. This increase is based on the yearly cost-of-living adjustment increase that Social Security recipients receive,
which is determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Consumer Price Index. Earlier this year, the House passed H.R.
1329, which now waits President Trump’s signature. Once signed into law, the expected 2 percent increase will become
effective on Jan. 1, 2018.
4. Filipino Vets Awarded Congressional Gold Medal: The service and sacrifice of Filipino veterans from World War II
were honored this week with the highest award Congress can provide: the Congressional Gold Medal. It was awarded to
recognize the collective efforts of some 250,000 Filipino soldiers who served honorably in an active duty status between
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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July 26, 1941, and Dec. 31, 1946, under the command of the U.S. Army Forces in the Far East within the Philippine
Commonwealth Army, the Philippine Scouts, the Philippine Constabulary, recognized guerrilla units, the New Philippine
Scouts, the First Filipino Infantry Regiment, the Second Filipino Infantry Battalion (Separate), and the First
Reconnaissance Battalion, including those commanding or serving as U.S. military officers or enlisted soldiers. Passage
of the legislation, sponsored by U.S. Sens. Mazie Hirono (D-Hawaii) and Dean Heller (R-Nev.), accomplishes VFW
Resolution 305, which was passed at the 116th VFW National Convention in Pittsburgh. Previous military recipients of
the Congressional Gold Medal have been the Tuskegee Airmen, Women Airforce Service Pilots, the 65th Infantry
Regiment, Doolittle Raiders, Montford Point Marines, Native American Code Talkers, and the 100th Infantry Battalion, the
442nd Regimental Combat Team and the Military Intelligence Service, among many others. Read more about the
presentation and how to obtain a replica of from the U.S. Mint and watch the Wednesday ceremony.
Comrades, this concludes my report on legislative matters concerning veterans. If you have any questions you may
contact me at corter79@hotmail.com.
Yours in Comradeship,
Jonathan Brazee
Legislative Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Legacy Life Membership Chairman:

Comrades,
Our program now has 279 Legacy Life members. We
have recently added 10 new members. We have lost a
few members who chose to transfer out of our
Department most notably MOC Supreme Commander
Jim Malott who will be retiring to Las Vegas Nevada, due
to medical issues. We wish Jim well.
Our goal for the Department of Pacific is to reach 300+
by Convention time in 2018. If you are serving or living
in the Pacific Area please leave your legacy for the
future of the Department, your District and your Home
Post.

Yours in Comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chairman, Legacy Life Membership
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”
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From the Life Membership Chairman:

Greetings Comrades,
This report closes out the 2016-2017 DPA Recruiting year with another substantial increase in our Life Membership totals.
Despite numerous deaths throughout the Department, our Life Member count went from 10033 to 10230, an increase of
197 new Lifers. This figure represented 86.88% of total Membership, a new high for the Department. GO LIFE!
For the 2017-2018 year, the Department will provide a free Life Membership or a $400 stipend for Posts meeting the
following criteria:
A. Posts over 500 Members

Each 10 N/R Life Members recruited

B. Posts with 500 Members and under

Each 5 N/R Life Members recruited

C. If a District has all Posts at 100%, a free Life Membership will be awarded.
The following Posts have won DPA paid Life Memberships or $400 stipends:
Post

Total Earned

Total N/R Recruited

124
2485
3457
10223
11447
12146
12147

3
2
1
1
2
1
2

17
27
6
6
13
8
14

Yours in Comradeship,
Cliff Wilsey
Life Membership Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the National Home for Children Chairman:

Comrades,
With the CofA quickly coming upon us, I must point out that there are still quite a few of our
DISTRICT’s, four (4) and eighteen (18) POST’s that have not made a donation to the National
Home. If your Post is trying to make All-State and All-American criteria’s. Please have your
post make this small donation to the National Home and send me their reports.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Halloween at the National Home
November 01 2017

The kids had their Halloween Party today at the National Home. There was trick or treating, pumpkin painting, games,
and play time in the gymnasium!

Annual Meeting / Fall Festival 2017!
October 31, 2017
Every year in the National Home holds the
Annual Life Member Meeting where all Life
Members of the National Home are invited
to come together to install its newest
members to the Board of Trustees and say
goodbye to those whose terms are ending.
This year we welcomed new Trustees for
District 9, Steven Van Bergen and District
12 Trustee, Renee Fulk.
We said
goodbye to Trustee, Virginia Carman, and
Board President, Thomas Tweet, who was
replaced by new President, Dave Oullette,
and new Vice President, Mike McGrath.
The Annual Meeting is a time for business to be conducted and also for Executive Director,
Patrice Green to review the events of the prior year and discuss the future of the National
Home with our Life Members.
Some major points were our new Museum which is nearing completion (grand opening will be
announced in 2018), and our many generous donors and volunteers. All of the major events
were covered in the 2017 Year in Review video.
This year, a special National Home supporter, Rob Weiss, was honored and recognized.
Rob was instrumental in helping the grieving Blake family get in touch with the National Home
when they lost their son in Afghanistan. They wanted to do something special with his life
insurance that would have a lasting impact, long after they were gone. To hear the Blake's
story, click here.
With the business part of the day out of the way, everyone shifted gears to the annual Fall Festival. This is a fun
Halloween pizza party hosted by the VFW Departments of Wisconsin and Missouri. The afternoon is jam-packed with
games, prizes, pumpkin decorating contests and costume contests for all age groups. For more photos visit our flickr
albums: Annual Meeting and Fall Festival. From the National Home BLOG site to see more Click here
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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National Home Donation Report
This report is updated as of 31 October 2017 as received in from the National Home and Post Quartermasters.
District / Post

Reported

District 1
9723
District 2
1054
9555
9612
District 3
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12109
12147
District 4
727 Merged with
9957

No
No
YES
YES
No
YES
No
No
No
No
No
YES
No
No
No

District / Post
Donated

$100.00
$100.00
$100.00

$50.00

No

Post 12147 Project Pacific House
Post 1054 Annual Benefit Concert
Sub-Total
Dist./Post
$825.00
Total
Not Confirmed
Needs increased

$100.00
$2,500.00
$350.00
Special
Projects

District / Post

Reported

District 5
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
12163
District 6
1509
2917
3457
District 7
124

No
No
No
YES
No
No
No
YES
No
YES
No
YES
No
YES
YES

2485

No

9892
11447
12130
Sub-Total

YES
YES
YES

$2,600.00

District / Post
Donated

Grand
Total

$50.00

$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$50.00
$100.00

$25.00
$50.00
$50.00
$475.00
$3,425.00

Please report any and all donations that you make to the National Home to me so they can be recorded and tracked.
Email them to nhcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
The VFW National Home for Children serves as a living memorial to America’s Veterans
by helping our nation’s veteran and military families during difficult times.
Yours in Comradeship,
Randell E. Himes
National Home for Children Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone today?
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Outreach Program Chairman:
Comrades,
Numerous DPA Posts are reaching out and supporting local community organizations and citizens in need, charities and
other Veterans and Fraternal groups. Conducting community outreach events can range from organizing a community
golf tournament supporting a local orphanage to as simple as providing manpower in support of a fellow fraternal
organization event. As mentioned in previous Typhoon articles, the DPA Community Outreach Program should not be
confused with outreaching to veterans for membership drives, taking care of our fellow veterans and their families or
conducting events to meet the criteria of the All-State and All-American programs, which is separate.
A review of CSR event inputs shows that 73% of DPA Posts conducted community outreach events in October. Since
July the monthly average is 71%. The goal is 100% of DPA Posts to conduct at least one community outreach event
every month.
Here are some events that were posted in October on individual Post’s websites, Facebook pages and/or CSR inputs.
- Post 9876 Pattaya Beach Thailand: A comrade wrote newspaper articles for the Pattaya City Expat Club as stated in
a CSR input.
* I am not sure if these articles mentioned the VFW or if they were about non-VFW events going on around Pattaya.
Writing articles or advertising in local publications about your Post will inform the local communities on the good work you
are doing. It is an excellent way to get the word out and can potentially lead to new members.
- Post 10217 Korat Thailand: A website post with pictures described how on September 30th and October 1st
members of the Post attended activities put on by the Opportunity Foundation of Nang Rong, Thailand. The Post also
donated funds for the purchase of t-shirts for the campers and camp staff. The goal of the camp was to teach the kids
leadership, team work, and discipline.
- It seems the most common community outreach events being conducted, as identified with CSR inputs, are
supporting other fraternal organizations (e.g. RAO, FRA, USO), assisting less fortunate local community members with
medical and living expenses, and donating time, funds, supplies and equipment to local orphanages, churches and
schools.
As you support your local community be sure to wear your VFW attire to let everyone know you are there representing the
VFW. If you don’t then an argument can be made that you are not fully outreaching to the local community as a
representative of the VFW.
If you have any suggestions on ways your Post reaches out to the local communities and want to showcase it here,
please let me know.
Yours in Comradeship,
John Crist
Outreach Program Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited
anyone today?
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Pacific House Chairman:
Comrades and Coots of the Pacific,
At the VFW National Convention this past July our National Home Chairmen Randall Himes
and I did some more research on the Pacific sponsoring a House at the National Home. We
found out that at the Home there are 2 Duplex’s and that one or two of the individual homes
would be available for sponsorship. So we investigated more and found out that it only cost
$4,000.00 a year for a sponsorship of half of a duplex. I said where do we sign up! They told
us we were number one on the list for a half of a duplex. Well after months of perseverance we
were notified last night that the Air National Guard House sponsored by Florida was available. I
immediately called the National Home.
After coordinating with Sue Alverson at the Home. We agreed that I would sign responsibility and sponsorship of the
home effective 1 January 2017. This would give us time to raise the first $4,000.00 for this. Since it was in the donation
contract of the person donating the construction of this house that it would always be call the Air National Guard House.
However, in our mines it will be the “Pacific House.” Just remember on the plaque on the house it will say the Air National
Guard House sponsored by the VFW & MOC of the Pacific. In order to raise continuous moneys to pay for the
Maintenance and Utility Bills of this House $4,000.00 per year. We have derived the following program and of course we
would always be opened to any and all donations.
Membership into the Pacific House will cost $45.00. With this donation the members would receive a Certificate and a
Pacific House Pin along with a tab attached with the year. As seen on the next page.
Additional Year Pacific House Membership would cost $20.00 and the member would receive a new tab for the new
year along with the rings so you could clip it on your pin. Again as seen on the next page.
“Bronze Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $100.00. The member or
organization would receive a framed Bronze Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 1 consecutive
year tab. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
“Silver Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $200.00. The member or
organization would receive a framed Silver Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 2 consecutive
year tabs. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
“Gold Plank Ownership of the Pacific House” would require a generous donation of $300.00 or more. The member or
organization would receive a framed Gold Plank Ownership Certificate along with Pacific House Pin with 3 consecutive
year tabs. The member would also receive a bi-annual statement on the house and financial status of the Pacific House
with accountability of funds in and out. At this June’s Convention and CofA’s after that your name will be predominately
displayed on the Plank Owner Banner at these Department Conventions/CofA’s.
Comrades and Coots we say a prayer to the widows and orphans at the National Home each Meeting/Scratch we have.
This is our turn to help our own out. Will it solve all of our Veterans Families problems? No, But it will help one family at a
time! I thank you in advance for your consideration to help our own.
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Pacific House Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Application for Membership into the Pacific House at the National Home

Name or Organization: _____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Check desired:

________ Membership into the Pacific House ($45.00)
________ Continuous Year Tab ($20.00)
________ Bronze Plank Ownership ($100.00)
________ Silver Plank Ownership ($200.00)
________ Gold Plank Ownership ($300.00)

Email form to:

PDCLyons@vfwdeptpacific.org

Make Check out to:

VFW Post 12147 (In the remarks section please print “Pacific House Donation”.)

Mail Check to:

Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Thanks for your unending support!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the POW-MIA Chairman:
Comrades,

POW-MIA Ceremony at Us Embassy, Bangkok,
Thailand
The National POW/MIA Recognition Day was held at the US Embassy, Bangkok, Thailand on
15 September 2107.
COL (Ret) Chaicharn Harnnavee, Royal Thai Army Special Forces, was an honored guest at
the ceremony. COL Harnnavee was the longest held POW of the Vietnam War, at 9 years, 4
months and 8 days!
In 1965, then SGT Harnnavee was a spotter aboard a US re-supply plane for US forces in Laos. The plane came under
heavy fire upon landing and was severely damaged. SGT Harnnavee and the pilot were captured and would spend the
next three years in Dien Bien Pho.
In 1968, Sgt Harnnavee was taken to the ‘Hanoi Hilton’ Prison in
North Vietnam. He was immediately placed in solitary confinement
and remained there for two years. During this time he was allowed
outside only two hours a day for cleaning and other menial labor.
After a year, he was able to make contact with another captive, a
South Vietnamese Air Force pilot. The pilot taught SGT Harnnavee
the “tap code” and Sgt Harnnavee taught himself English. His
cleaning duties gave him access to other areas of the prison and at
great risk to himself, he began to steal pencils, paper and even
mirrors for signaling. The better he got at English and the “tap code”
the more he helped the other POWs. SGT Harnnavee went so far as
to smuggle his own food to other POWs that were in worse shape
than he. Many American POWs credit SGT Harnnavee with their
survival.
SGT Harnnavee was the only POW left in the “Hanoi Hilton” after
“Operation Homecoming” in 1973. He alone was not released
because he was Thai and captured in Laos. Back in the US,
American former POWs began asking questions on the status of SGT
Harnnavee, to whom so many owed so much. When finally released
from captivity on 29 September 1974, SGT Harnnavee was the only
Thai POW asked for by name. Upon his return to Thailand, he was
honored by a special promotion to the rank of captain by His Majesty,
The King.
The Commander of Lackland Air Force Base, then Col John Flynn, himself a former POW, contacted Captain Harnnavee
on behalf of all American former POWs. Captain Harnnavee was honored for his bravery and was presented with the
Silver Star and the Legion of Merit medals by the Secretary of Defense. Colonel Harnavee is the only foreign national to
have his picture hanging in the Hall of Heroes
at the Pentagon.
Yours in Comradeship,
Tom Friend
POW-MIA Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

Have you recruited anyone today? They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Roving Ambassador - United Kingdom:
Greetings Comrades,
Commander Gilbert has announced that the Department is over 90% in recruiting to this point.
I am encouraging our members to continue to recruit to keep our organization strong!!! Also, I
would like to wish the Department and all Veteran's all the best as we approach Veteran's
Day!! Each of us are proud and honor to serve our great nation and helping to keep her free!!!
My thoughts and prayers goes out to the victims of the several real world tragedies that have
been in the News.
As the countdown commences, I look forward to seeing many of you next month at the C of A.
May god continue to bless you, your families, and the good ole USA!!!
Yours in Comradeship,
Kevin E. Mitchell
Roving Ambassador - United Kingdom
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
We had a little movement this month. The Department of Pacific Areas (DPA) Veteran's
Assistance Committee (VAC) has awarded two $500.00 grants so far this year. We have
$5,000.00 left in the budget for the 2017-2018 year. Please keep looking for needy veterans in
your Districts.
I will once again remind all members that the Committee will once again consist of the
Committee Chairman and all seven of the District Commanders in the DPA. Any VFW
Member in their District can nominate a worthy veteran for a VAC Grant. Just let your
Post Commander or District Commander know of anyone who needs our help. It is a simple
process that requires only a one page nomination form. In order to receive assistance a veteran must have served
honorably in the U.S. Armed Forces. Each request for assistance will not exceed $500.00. All assistance will be provided
on a Grant basis. Let’s kick the program in gear and get out there and help our fellow veterans.
I look forward to seeing all of you in Cebu from 8-10 December 2017. You may contact me any time day or night. My
contact information is: (1) Email - mverville2005@gmail.com, (2) Telephone - +639182491184.

The committee solicits your input and assistance in once again making this program a success. You may contact me any
time day or night. My contact information is: (1) Email - mverville2005@gmail.com, (2) Telephone - +639182491184.
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Voice of Democracy / Patriot’s Pen /
Teacher’s Award Chairman:

Comrades,
All Posts should have received all of their entries, and hopefully, completed judging. All Districts should be receiving them,
and have judging scheduled. Pay particular attention during judging to the rules regarding length (3-5 minutes for VOD,
300 words and not to exceed 400 words for PP), correct spelling and grammar, and content. For District Commanders,
please ensure that your winning entries make it to C of A, either hand-carried by your representative, or yourself. I expect
to be at C of A on the 7th, and we will begin grading on the 8th (see schedule). I will require one rep from each District
for the grading.
It is not too early to start thinking about your reports.
If you have any questions, please let us know.
“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”
“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”
Yours in comradeship and service,
Ron Monninger
Voice of Democracy / Patriot’s Pen / Teacher’s Award Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
vodppdpa@vfwdeptofpacific.org

From the Typhoon / Around the Pacific Editor:

Comrade Commander and Comrades of the Department of Pacific Areas,
In last month’s edition, I spoke too soon and ended up with more computer problems. This time I had it re-imaged and so
far it looks like the computer is up and running again. I know it has been a struggle this year, however thank you for
bearing with me. Reminder, there is no edition published in December. Inputs for the January 2018 edition are
due on 05 Jan 2018.
I need your help. Send your inputs in the requested format. I have limited usage of the WIFI service (only a few GB per
month). Once the limit is reached, I need to find a location that has WIFI service. Usually a long drive away after the local
VFW closes at 7pm. I get on the net and download the inputs to a folder and work on the edition off line. If your input is
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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not labeled as requested, errors can be made. I have to stop, take the time to “save as”, and change the title in an
attempt to ensure I have your input correct. Sometimes this results in errors and I have to go back and find it taking more
time. Many comrades use “Typhoon Input”, or “input”, etc., which does not help. Some just send photos and an e-mail, to
which I then must either put in immediately into the edition or make a Word document then copy and paste for you until I
can get to the publication later off line. You have no idea as to the amount of work it takes to re-title the file names and reformat almost every input received, which adds to the delays and provides for no wiggle room in the time it takes to
assemble and publish.
Please use the format listed below.
DOs / DON’Ts FOR PHOTOS / ARTICLES FOR
THE AROUND THE PACIFIC SECTION

GENERAL NEWSLETTER ARTICLE SUBMISSION FORMAT
Submission Format: A significant amount of time is used in reformatting
inputs. Please use the following submission format:
Format: Use Arial Font / 10 Pitch / Single Page (two pages if needing to
use charts, etc.) Double space after end punctuations just like you did
when you were in the military.
Photos / Graphics: Use JPG, PNG, or GIF, place in line with text on the
Word document, and include a caption or paragraph of who is in the photo
and what they are doing. Do not stretch photos to make them fit. No
PDFs.
Date Inputs Due: 5th of the Month (except for June and December)

1. Do submit “money shots” (meaning whenever possible seeing
Comrades wearing their highly recognizable official VFW caps) when
interacting with others.
2. Do keep the Around the Pacific section entries to a maximum of one
page per event. Half pages are fine.
3. Do place photos on a Word document in line with text and include a
caption or a short couple of paragraphs of what is depicted in the photo.
(Do not place in front of text, behind text, etc.)
4. Do check the quality of photos before submitting. Grainy or pixilated
photos will no longer be placed.

Date Published: 10th of the Month (except for June and December)
Label File as:

5. Do provide only the photos you want to be used. Avoid sending twenty
photos and ask me to select one or two I think are best to publish.

“Typhoon Month YYYY Position Name.docx”
“ATP Month YYYY Post Number.docx”

6. Do not send individual photos and e-mail text. Place in a Word
Document with the proper file labeling.

E-Mail Subject Line:

7. Do not submit any photo(s) with people displaying gang signs as they
will not be published. I have edited these in the past to block them out or
cover them up, however it takes too much time doctoring photos. We
should not be advocating gang affiliations or activity.

“TYPHOON MONTH YYYY POSITION NAME”
“ATP MONTH YYYY POST NUMBER”
Send to: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org

8. Do not take a photo of a newspaper article and send as a JPG for your
input.

Templates are available on the Department of Pacific Areas website.
www.vfwdeptpacific.org

If you have any questions, please contact me at:
typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org

If you have any questions, please contact me at: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org
I look forward to seeing all of you at the CofA in Cebu, Philippines.
That’s it for now. Thanks for helping me to help you and thank you all for everything you do for our military active duty,
veterans, and their families!
Yours in Comradeship,
Joe Mortimer
Editor
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
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Around the Pacific Community Report

District 2 Mainland Japan
VFW POST 9612 JAPAN COMRADE LIVING HISTORIAN
CITY MARSHAL DOCENT IN OCEANSIDE CALIFORNIA
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

Left: 1901 City Marshal walking the streets of Heritage Park and stops at the Kansas Mercantile to pick up some candy
for the kids who visit the jail and learn the history of it. Right: 1890 City Marshal arrests prisoner for robbery. The bad
part is the robber tried to rob the City Marshal.
OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA - Comrade Joe Mortimer of VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan, a living historian and
volunteer Docent at the Heritage Park Oceanside, California, and Museum features several historical buildings preserved on
two-acres. The historic village includes the first General Store, a blacksmith shop and livery stables, a jail, the Portola Inn, Libby
School, and the Blade newspaper building. The town village has a large grassy area with a large shade tree and beautiful
gazebo. The historic site is located on a road which originally served as the old Spanish exploration trail, and later became a
stagecoach and wagon route between San Diego and Los Angeles. Most of the historical preservation of the Heritage Park
Village and Museum comes from “Friends of Heritage Park”, a group of volunteers. We provide historical experiences for
visitors and school events.

Brief History of the City Jail
The City Jail was originally built on Tremont Street in Oceanside City in the late 1800s as a temporary holding facility with
three cells to hold people who were to be seen by the circuit judge. Later, the building was abandoned and the Military
Police of the U.S. Marine Corps occupied the building until Camp Pendleton was established. Once the Military Police
was established on Camp Pendleton, it was abandoned again. Over the years the building housed the American Red
Cross where two of the three cells were removed to make room for an office space and the third cell was used for storage.
Later the Boy Scouts of America used the building where it was abandoned again for several years and was used as a
refugee center and abandoned again until 1982 when the Law Enforcement Association of Oceanside raised enough
funds to move the entire jail building to where it now sits in the back corner of Heritage Park to preserve it. It's very close
to the current, and more famous San Luis Rey Mission. Today, it is on public display.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 9612 JAPAN COMRADE LIVING HISTORIAN
VARIOUS CIVIL WAR EVENTS IN CALIFORNIA
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

Left: Rendezvous living history event in Old Poway Park, California. Right: On guard duty in camp at the Battle of Bogart
Pass in Bogart, California.
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - Comrade Joe Mortimer of VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan, a living historian U.S. Civil
War reenactor as Trooper Private Joseph T. Morgan, Company Clerk of Company I, 2nd U.S. Cavalry Regiment 18611865, took part in various living history events and reenactments in Southern California.

VFW POST 9612 JAPAN COMRADE LIVING HISTORIAN
AS CITY MARSHAL DURING FALL FESTIVAL IN
OCEANSIDE CALIFORNIA
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

Marshal “Joe” with Oceanside Police Explorers presenting the history of the jail.
OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA - Comrade Joe Mortimer of VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan, a living historian, and
volunteer docent presented the history of Oceanside City Jail in Heritage Park, Oceanside, California reenacting as an
1891 City Marshal during the Heritage Park Fall Festival. Oceanside’s original town center, Heritage Park Village and
Museum features several historical buildings preserved on two-acres. The historic village includes the first General Store, a
blacksmith shop and livery stables, a jail, the Portola Inn, Libby School and the Blade newspaper building. The town village has
a large grassy area with a large shade tree and beautiful gazebo. The historic site is located on a road which originally served
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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as the old Spanish exploration trail, and later became a stagecoach and wagon route between San Diego and Los Angeles.
Most of the historical preservation of the Heritage Park Village and Museum comes from “Friends of Heritage Park”, a group of
volunteers.

Joe Mortimer, docent, as an 1885 City Marshal in the interior of the City Jail Museum.

District 3 South Korea

Submitted by Warren “Max” Maxon, VFW Post 10216, South Korea

VFW Post 8180 Songtan officially sworn in its first member, Brian Gunham, into the newly merged Posts of 8180 / 10216.
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Left: Past Post Commander Ernie Lee donated a Vietnam Commemoration Flag to the Post / Right: Member of the Osan
AB POW/MIA Committee donated a new Flag to be used during the Annual Base 24hr POW/MIA Run.

Post 8180 James Price (Tuskegee Airman) Inagural
Memorial Golf Tournament Osan Air Base 2017
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Page 27

Volume XXI - Number 05

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

November 2017

The Men’s and Women’s Longest Drive and Closest to the Pin Winners

The First, Second and Third Place Team Winners
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Military Autosource Donated $5000 for a Hole in One, with Post SVC as the Tee box Judge and Post Commander as the
Green Judge.

Post 8180 CDR Max, QM Ron Davis and Joe Bozsoki stopped by the event sponsors to deliver Certificates of
Appreciation for all their support.

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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District 5 Thailand Cambodia Australia
VFW POST 12146 SUPPORTS LOCAL COMMUNITY
DURING DAY OF MOURNING ON THE DAY THE LATE
KING OF THAILAND
Submitted by Ken Stein, Commander, District 5, Thailand, Cambodia, Australia

BANCHANG UTAPAO THAILAND - VFW Post 12146 comrades and some Friends of the Post along with Trustee Dave
Clark, SVC Jack Farrell, CDR Ken Stein, JVC Erle Kershaw at the Wat Banchang ceremony honoring the late King of
Thailand. With financial assistance from Post 12146, Friends of the Post provided water and snacks to the local
community during the Day of Mourning on the Day the late King of Thailand was cremated.

Have you recruited
anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”,
unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Pacific Areas General Announcements
MOVING, TRANSFERRING, OR OTHERWISE LEAVING
THE LOCAL AREA OF YOUR POST?
LET YOUR POST KNOW

If moving, be sure to let your Post Quartermaster / Adjutant know and provide your change of address, so you will not
miss any of your VFW Magazine subscriptions and other VFW benefits.

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE?
Are you a member in good standing? Look at your membership card. If it is about to expire, renew it today or better yet,
go LIFE MEMBERSHIP and save money over time. It’s never too late to switch to a Life Membership and you never have
to worry about rate increases or remembering to renew! Log onto: http://emem.vfw.org/

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING AND APPLICATION
PROCESSING
Membership is the future of our organization. All comrades should be willing assist with a membership growth and/or help
the post in whatever needs to be done. When you are submitting an application for membership for a perspective new
member, it is important to ensure you have it completed properly so as not to delay the processing. At the next Post
Monthly General Business Meeting, the applications will be reviewed for completeness and voted on before submission to
the VFW National Headquarters. To ensure no delays in processing:
- Ensure you complete the application fully,
- Include proof of eligibility,
- Payment in the form of a check, money order, credit card, or cash for either Life Membership or Annual Membership.
(Checks and money orders will be made out to “VFW Post ________.”)
Temporary membership is then granted to attend VFW Meetings and events with the Post until such time as the newly
recruited Comrade receives their VFW Membership Card from the VFW National Headquarters with full membership
benefits.

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

VFW Life Members can now take the next step in ensuring veterans a better tomorrow by becoming a Legacy Life
Member today. Be remembered for your service as a veteran and VFW member. It’s easy to get started. Choose from
Gold, Silver or Bronze, each with its own prestigious benefits.

Gold $1,200
Silver $800
Bronze $400
Legacy is tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed. Use the installment plan option to make quarterly payments.
For more information logon to:

http://emem.vfw.org/
VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

“It’s not what you paid to be
a member, it’s what you paid
to be eligible.”
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS CLARK CEMETERY

Clark Cemetery Maintenance Fund donations accepted to support the maintenance of this cemetery, which is completely
dependent on individual and group donations. VFW Post 2485, located in Angeles City, Philippines, is the caretaker of
Clark Cemetery for the VFW Department of Pacific Areas and is in need of your help.

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery.htm
If you make a donation, we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS GRAVE DIGGERS

Become a member and support the Department of Pacific Areas Grave Diggers Program which is open to anyone who
has a desire to support the Clark Cemetery. To use our PDF "fill-able" application form log:

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/grave_diggers.pdf
- Please mail your application and membership fee, as well as any future donations to:
VFW Post 2485
Attn: Grave Diggers
PSC 517, Box RC-V
FPO AP 96517-1000
If you make a donation or become a member of the Grave Diggers,
we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Page 33

Volume XXI - Number 05

TYPHOON / AROUND THE PACIFIC

November 2017

SUPPORT
YOUR

Veterans & Military Support Programs
Adopt- a- Unit Program, “maP” military assistance Program, Unmet neeDs Program,
Operation UPLINK & Sport Clips Help a Hero Scholarship Program

DPA fair share of these pins is
only 60 pins total with
30 Gold, 10 Silver and 20 Bronze Pins
Thus these pins will go fast so ORDER TODAY
to insure that you get one of these
memorable pins and support these
programs at the same time !

QTY
Gold Veterans & Military Support Pin
Silver Veterans & Military Support Pin
Bronze Veterans & Military Support Pin

Make check out to VFW Department of Pacific Areas
and mail check along with order form to:
Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Cost

Sub Total

$20.00
$10.00
$5.00
Grand Total

Name: _____________________________________________
Mailing Address:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Order YOUR 2016/2017 V&MSP Pin and support our Veterans and Active Duty Members
through these programs
Simply fill out the form, write a check for the amount, send it to me and I will mail them to you
PLUS…. I’ll cover the cost of shipping and handling.
Please note these pins will not be available till I pick them up at the National Convention thus you should receive them in
mid-August.
Yours always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Veterans & Military Support Chairman
PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Since mailing will take
some time, email me and I
will reserve your pin/pins
till I get your check !
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Cootie Corner Announcements
MOC PACIFIC AREAS PADDY DADDY PROGRAM
M.O.C. Grand of the Pacific Areas is asking you to help support the Paddy
Daddy Program.
Applications are available online on the VFW Department of Pacific Areas
website. The Paddy Daddy Application for signing up Comrades, Cooties,
Friends, Family, and yes, even your Pets can be signed up!
Please fill out as many applications as you like for a very good cause. The
VFW National Home Special Project is the recipient of the proceeds from our very own program in the Pacific
Areas.
Send the application to me along with a check made out to “Ee CHI GAE Pup Tent #2, in the amount of US$25.00,
and I will promptly prepare your Certificate, Card and Pin and mail them to you. If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to e-mail:
Yours in Comradeship,
L.O.T.C.S.
George Beck
Military Order of the Cootie
Paddy Daddy Chairman

Ee CHI GAE PUP TENT #2
GRAND OF PACIFIC AREAS
“PADDY DADDY”
VFW NATIONAL HOME SPECIAL PROJECTS PROGRAM
LIFE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:

_________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________
_________________________________________
POST #: _______________

George Beck
HHD 719th MI BN BX 331
APO AP 96271-5227
Email: gbeck@vfw10223.org

DEPT / GRAND: _______________________________________

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Pacific Areas Photo of the Edition
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

Pacific Areas Joke of the Edition
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

MARINE COUNTING
As the Korean War was at a stalemate the U.S.
realized that they didn't know how many prisoners
they had so they appointed a Marine Colonel to do a
census of all the prison camps. He walked in the
office of a military prison and asked the ROK soldier
there how many prisoners there were.

The Colonel then asked if there was someone who
could give him the exact amount. The soldier said
that a Marine Sergeant sitting at the next desk
might be able to tell him. He went over to the
Sergeant and said, "How many prisoners do you have
here, son".

"Many, many", he replied.

"Colonel, we've got a whole piss pot full!"

"No, I need to know exactly how many for my report".

The Colonel said, "Now why the hell couldn't that
first SOB have told me that?!"
.

"We have many, many", he replied again.

See you in the next edition!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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