A non-profit official publication the Department of the Pacific Areas, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States

Volume XXI – Number 03

September 2017

FREE

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”
Typhoon / Around the Pacific Table of Contents
Section:
Department Officer’s Comments
Commander
Senior Vice Commander
Junior Vice Commander
Junior Past Department Commander
National Councilmember
Adjutant
Chief of Staff
Quartermaster
Judge Advocate
Chaplain
Surgeon
Inspector
Department Committee Reports
Clark Cemetery Committee Chairman
Legislative Chairman
Legacy Life Membership Chairman
Life Membership Chairman
National Home for Children Chairman
POW-MIA Chairman
Roving Ambassador
Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman
VOD / PP / Teacher Award Chairman
Editor
Around the Pacific - Community Report
VFW Pacific Areas General Announcements
Cootie Corner Announcements
Pacific Areas Photo of the Edition
Pacific Areas Joke of the Edition

Page:
3
3
4
4
7
7
7
8
8
10
11
12
13
13
13
14
16
17
17
19
19
20
21
22
23
27
32
33
33

2016-2017
Department of Pacific Areas Convention
and
Grand of Pacific Areas Scratch
11-15 June 2017, Subic Bay, Philippines

The Department of
Pacific Areas bids a
fond farewell to a
great Comrade,
Past Department
Commander Bear
Hudson.
See page 2

Inputs for the October edition are due on 05 Oct 2017.

Important Dates in September
11 Sep 2011, Patriot Day.

Did you recruit
anyone today?
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

16 Sep 2016, POW-MIA Recognition Day.
17 Sep 1920, Military Order of the Cootie was founded.
18 Sep 1947, The U.S. Air Force was established as a separate military service.
29 Sep 1899, Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States was founded.
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In Memoriam
HE DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS BIDS A FOND
FAREWELL TO A GREAT COMRADE

William “Bear” Hudson, Colonel, U.S Army (Retired)
Past Commander, Department of Pacific Areas
Past Grand Blanket Bum, Grand of Pacific Areas
VFW Post 9876, Pattaya City, Thailand, District 5, Department of Pacific Areas
MOC Pup Tent 6, Bangkok, Thailand, District 5, Grand of Pacific Areas

Rest in Peace

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Department Officer’s Comments
From the Commander:
Greetings Comrades:
The Department of Pacific Areas, and the Veterans community, suffered a significant
loss this past month with the passing of Past Department Commander, and Department
Adjutant, William “Bear” Hudson. He will be sorely missed by his many Comrades, and
long remembered for his many achievements. May he Rest In Peace.
Damage from the recent hurricane to strike Texas and Louisiana has been significant and will
require massive recovery efforts. Living as we do in disaster prone areas on the “Pacific Ring of
Fire”, I'm not surprised that a number of DPA Posts and Districts have immediately responded
to VFW National appeals for assistance. Our comrades in Texas and Louisiana have suffered damage to homes, property
and VFW Posts, and yet continue to provide relief and assistance within their Communities . They are very deserving of
our help.
We are off to a solid start for the year and by mid-September we should have the Life member payouts and the Memstats
adjustments. This will make it somewhat easier to gauge our progress and plan our recruiting efforts. I’m pleased to note
that we have added many new and reinstated members, and a number of Comrades have recruited new members.
Based on our early results we should be able to achieve 100% and finish the year over 12,000 members.
I would like to thank our Comrades in Districts 3 and 5 for hosting me during my first two District visits as Department
Commander. Not only were my trips very productive and informative, but quite enjoyable. While in Banchang, Thailand, I
was given a facility tour of the Convention Hotel for the June Department Convention, and I was both surprised and
pleased with their early preparations. Post 12146 is putting forth much effort to make this a class event.
Please stay abreast of any changes and be cognizant of suspense dates as you plan your activities for the coming
months. Ensure your VOD/PP/TCHR Awards and Public Safety Awards are submitted in a timely manner, with proper
reporting, as Department judging for both program categories will take place at the December C of A. If you have specific
questions or concerns, please contact the respective Chairman.
My Officers, Committee Chairmen, and I are committed to maintaining our standing as a high performing Department.
Please contact us if we can be of assistance.

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
John Gilbert
Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

Did you recruit anyone today?
They cannot say, Yes, unless you ask!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Senior Vice Commander:
Comrades,
The VFW National Membership Report numbers are still not published pending the National
Membership Team’s reset of the Online Membership System for the year 2017 – 2018.
MEMSTATS numbers will be published this month once the first Life Membership Payouts have
been made to the Department, Districts and Posts. You can see your current numbers by doing
a Post Query! I encourage you to set your priorities on working the unpaid or expiring annual
memberships. The membership report will be published as part of my monthly report as soon
as I can get meaningful numbers that can be sent out to you. Our goal this year is to hit 12,000
members for the Department. That will require each Post and District to start their recruiting
efforts NOW! I’m confident this goal can be met! Let’s work as a Team!
The Typhoon has been published for July and August 2017. All Department Officers and Committee Chairmen should
th
submit their input to the Typhoon Editor by the 5 of each month. In addition we ask that you continue to send a copy of
your reports to the Department Website Manager, Shawn Watson, so that he can upload your reports on the new section
of the DPA Website. This will ensure that your reports get distribution to all in the Department.
Again I would ask each Post start working your All-State and All-American “Checklists”. Review the DPA Webpage for the
latest information. There have been some minor changes to both programs for this year. If you have any questions, don’t
hesitate to contact me. I have developed a matrix to capture all your requirements by Post and District. Once you have
achieved a requirement that has been verified by the appropriate Committee Chairman – send it to me! Don’t wait until
the end of the year.
The Department of Pacific Areas continues to excel as a leader within VFW National. Let’s work as a Team and get the
job done! Please contact me any time at mverville2005@gmail.com or +639182491184!
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Junior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Junior Vice Commander:
Comrades,
As most of you know, I work here in Yokosuka, Japan. As if the collision involving USS
Fitzgerald wasn’t enough, killing 7 young sailors, The USS John S. McCain has now been
involved in another. 10 more young sailors lost their lives. I ask that all of you keep their
shipmates and families in your thoughts. District 2 and the other posts here in Japan are
standing by to assist, but with the ship being in Singapore it makes it much harder to get
information on they need in the way of assistance.
I was in Guam for work in August and had the pleasure of visiting PDC Watson a few times,
who took me out to Post 1509, and then to dinner with Brain Merenda and Bill Bradley. Had a
great time talking with you all.
This CSR report will be as of 31AUG, as I will be out of town from Sept. 1-8. Please ensure your entries into the CSR are
made. And Post Commanders, at least look at your Post’s CSR entries. I have made a few inquiries as to the validity of
the report.
This is a step-by Step guide to assist you in completing your Community Service Report.
ONE QUESTION: Why do we have to report these activities?

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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ANSWER: We are a non-profit organization and we can justify our non-profit status by reporting our activities. A copy of
this report should be on file at your Post in the event you are audited. The Community Service Report is divided into 7
areas, and each one is important and needs to be completed. Check each project that you have completed and enter the
number of members, hours, miles driven and monetary value (if applicable) for each project. Use additional paper if
needed.
(EXAMPLES:)  Community Service: Any activities that benefit the community, parks, neighborhood cleanups, etc.
1. Recycling, Picking up trash or planting flowers around town or post.
2. Donation to a local park or sportsman’s fish rodeo, etc.
3. Loaned out without charge your Hall to other organizations for meetings and such
4. National Sponsored programs
 Citizenship Education/ Americanism: Parades and public ceremonies, presenting flags, educational materials, Funerals,
POW/MIA activities, legislative, Loyalty Day, etc. 1. Donations / presentation of flags, Flying the American flag (raised &
lowered daily = 30 hours per member)/ (24/7 lit = $30 per member)
2. Parades & patriotic holiday events
3. Honor/ color Guard duties
4. Memorials, Funerals, Placing flags on Veterans graves
 Aid To Others: Hospital & Nursing home visits, Sr. Citizens, blood drives, donations, rehabilitation, march of dimes,
operation uplink, USO, etc.
1. Hospital & nursing home visits. Donations of clothing, books, etc. in the form of care packages
2. Involvement in or help to organize a blood drive, Blood, Plasma or Platelets donations ($69 per pint value)
3. Fundraising to assist individuals to build handicap ramps, etc.
4. Donations of toys, money and assistance to the needy, Thrift store donations (donation value sheet for monetary
values)
5. Transporting others to Doctors, appointments, hospital, etc.
6. Service Officer volunteer
 Youth Activities: (a) Athletics, (S) Scouts, (C) Contests, (E) Education, ( R) Recognition, (PA) Patriotic Art, (O) Other,
etc.
1. Assisting at schools, Guest speakers (Veterans Day, etc.)
2. Donate money, materials or time to support the Scouts (Girl scouts, Boy scouts & Cub scouts), Sponsor kids sports or
band functions, Special Olympics, etc.
3. Recognition of a student project.
 Voice Of Democracy / Essay: participation & recognition Voice of Democracy, Patriot’s Pen, Youth Essay, Patriotic Art.
 Safety: (P) Pedestrian, (D) Drug & Alcohol Awareness, (R ) Recreational, (H) Highway, (F) Fire, (O) Other DARE,
Hunting Safety, Highway Rest Stop, Fixing/ reporting bad light poles Changing the batteries in Fire alarms, Recognizing
an individual who has promoted safety.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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 Military Assistance: any support given to a unit, individual, family, ceremonies, welcome homes, etc. Operation Uplink,
Utility vouchers, Transporting to base for induction, Adopt-A-Unit, MAPS, Unmet needs. And please be reasonable in your
entries. Handing out multiple awards to a recipient does not constitute an entry for each award, with miles, dollars, etc. for
each award. One entry for the recipient, and annotate the wards he/she received.
Post
9723
1054
9555
9612
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12147
9957
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
12163
1509
2917
3457
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
Total

Dist
1
2

3

4

5

6

7

May
13
38
32
35
4
7
1
27
9
7
6
35
27
12
12
1
17
23
0
38
21
23
13
126
23
7
3
557

Jun
14
39
21
30
0
6
10
13
7
4
1
16
22
9
11
1
8
26
0
56
54
19
11
124
7
6
9
515

Jul
10
32
27
41
0
6
10
17
12
4
0
27
23
25
9
14
15
21
0
1
113
14
16
94
2
4
4
537

Aug
14
29
19
13
0
0
1
1
3
4
0
1
0
6
7
5
7
5
0
9
166
18
16
159
0
4
0
487

Sep
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Oct
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Nov
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Dec
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Jan
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Feb
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Mar
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Apr
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0

Total
51
138
99
119
4
19
22
58
31
19
7
79
72
52
39
21
47
75
0
104
354
74
56
503
32
21
16
2096

Thanks again to you all, and let’s all help make this a great year for the Department of Pacific Areas.
jvcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
Yours in Comradeship,
Rick Farris
Junior Vice Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

Cell:+81-80-3548-1859

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone
today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless
YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Junior Past Commander:
Comrades of the Pacific,
VFW National is accepting donations to help our Comrades in Texas and Louisiana from the
damage of Hurricane Harvey. If your post or district can make a donation, please do so. The
department, thank you in advance for your assistance!
We are nearing the end of our first quarter and membership is moving along great. Eighteen of
the departments 27 posts have recruited a least one new member, for a total of 65 new
member. Please continue to recruit early and get those new members involved in Post
activities. Retention is the key to meeting our recruiting goals for the year.
We are only two months away from the first deadline. School should be in full swing, VOD, PP,
and Teachers awards are due to the Post 1 November.
If you need any help or have any suggestions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
pdcmoses@vfwdeptpacific.org.
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
Robert “Mo” Moses
Junior Past Department Commander
Department of Pacific Areas

You may email me at:

“VFW - Honoring Our Past,
Securing Our Future”
“Still Leading, Mentoring and Caring”

From the National Councilmember:
Comrades,
The National Council of Administration met on 27 Aug, I would like to congratulate our own Doc
Higgins on be installed as the National Surgeon General. He has a lot of great ideas that he
brought to the Council. Good luck Doc.
During the meeting the Council passed the Budget for the 2017-2018 VFW year. Included are
many upgrades to the National Headquarters building. We also passed a $300,000 donation to
the World War I monument that will be built in Pershing Park in Washington DC. It is estimated
to cost $35M to build. Couple of good to know items, every Commander and Quartermaster
will receive the Commanders guide and Quartermaster manual, respectively. Both of which
can be found at vfw.org under VFW Training & Support. Next, for those of you that have an iphone or android phone, if
you login vfw.org on your phone about half way down the page there is a button. If you click this button you will be able to
download you emembership card. It will be stored in your wallet app of your phone. If you a legacy life member; it will
show your legacy membership on the card as well.
Yours Always in Comradeship,
Shawn Watson
National Councilmember
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Adjutant:
Greetings Comrades,
The 1 September 2017 Department General Order and the Department MEMO ONE have been released and sent out
using the DPA “Official” email system. You can access the two documents through your DPA email account address.
The DPA Webmaster will soon have the documents on the website as they have been in the past.
Thank you to all Department Officers for sending me your DD Form 214’s. I am still missing a few, but hopefully will soon
be in receipt of those.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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On 1 September, Commander Gilbert appointed me Department Adjutant, due to the passing of our Department Adjutant,
William “Bear” Hudson. I am sure he will be missed and remembered by many whose lives he touched.
I had been doing work of Adjutant by serving as Assistant Adjutant, from 15 June thru 1 September, during the extended
medical issues involving “Bear”.
All the best and warmest regards,
Gerald (Jerry) Chaplin
Assistant Adjutant
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Chief of Staff:
Comrades,
We lost a great friend and Comrade this past month. William “Bear” Hudson was a very good
friend to everyone within our Department. He will be missed at our upcoming Council of
Administration. May he rest in peace!
We have had a Post consolidation during the last month. Post 727 has combined with Post
9957. With the troop relocation efforts going on in Korea, Post 8180 has submitted paperwork
to combine with Post 10216. I have recently received two Post starter kits. If anyone hears
any rumors of a group that wants to start a new Post, please get them in contact with me. I will
be able to assist them and ensure they have the information they need. As well as the forms
that is needed. At the National Convention in New Orleans a change in the by-laws was voted on. This changes the
number on new members that are needed to start a new Post. While 35 members are still needed to start a new Post;
only 10 of those need to be new members. This is a change from 25 new members that were needed before.
Yours in comradeship,
Shawn Watson
Chief of Staff
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the Quartermaster:
Comrades,
You should have received your 2017-2018 Quartermaster Bond by now. They were emailed to
each District and Post Quartermaster using the Department’s email system. If you did not
receive it or you don’t know how to open your Department email, please send me a message at
qmdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org. Buddy Poppies were also ordered and are being shipped to the
Quartermaster’s address listed in the Department Memo #1. If you cannot receive packages at
that address, please send me an address where to ship the Poppies. You can find Memo #1 at
the Department’s website under the Adjutant’s tab.
I have not received an update yet on the VFW Foundation’s grant program for this year. I don’t
th
expect any changes from last year’s program, but I’ll know more by Sept. 12 and I’ll let everyone know in the next
Typhoon input. This program allows Posts to apply for a $1,000 grant to be given to a non-profit organization in your
community. It is an excellent way to help others while letting the public know about the VFW’s community service efforts.
I would urge every Post to take advantage of this grant.
There are still numerous Posts which have not sent in their June 2017 Quarterly Audit report. Since you will have had at
least two Post meetings by now, I am assuming that many new Quartermasters are not aware of this requirement. District
Commanders, please check the chart attached to this input and contact the Posts in your District which have yet to submit
their June audit.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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For Posts wanting to make a donation to the VFW members who suffered losses due to hurricane Harvey, you can make
th
the donation directly to the VFW Adjutant General at 406 W. 34 Street, Kansas City, MO 64111. Please mark the check
“Hurricane Relief”.
September is the month for the VFW to make the Life Member payout to Posts. Since this is usually a sizeable amount of
money, please make sure you have a direct deposit form on file with National. If you need a blank form, you can find one
on the Department’s website; or I’ll send you one if you contact me.
That’s it for this month. If you need help with anything QM related, please let me know.

2017-2018 POST AND DISTRICT AUDITS / POPPIES / QM BONDS
AUDITS
SUBMITTED
9723
District I
1054
9555
9612
District II
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12147
District III
727
9957
District IV
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
12163
District V
1509
2917
3457
District VI
124
2485
9892
11447
12130
District VII
*F = Bond
application form
received.

JUNE ‘17

SEP ‘17

DEC ‘17

MAR ‘18

X

X
X

X
Post 727
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Yours in comradeship,
Pete Callaghan
Quartermaster
Department of Pacific Areas

merged

with

Post 9957

BUDDY POPPIES
ORDERED ‘17-‘18
$58/500
X
$174/1,500
$58/500
$58/500
X
$348/3,000
$58/500
$58/500
$116/1,000
$58/500
$58/500
X
missing
$58/500
X
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
X
$58/500
$232/2,000
$58/500
X
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
$58/500
X

QM BOND
ORDERED 2017-‘18
$65.00/$26,000
Pd./F
$10.50/$3,000
Pd.F
$100.00/$40,000 Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd./F
$17.50/$5,000.
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10.000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd.
$75.00/$30,000 Pd./F
$35/$10,000
Pd./F
$125.00/$50,000. Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000. Pd./F
$42.00/$12,000. Pd./F
$52.50/$15,000
Pd./F
$10.50/$3,000
Pd./F
$52.50/$15,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$52.50/$15,000 unpaid/F
$52.50/$15,000
Pd./F
$70.00/$28,000
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000.
Pd./F
$65.00/$26,000. Pd./F
$10.50/$3,000
Pd./F
$48.00/$13,000. Pd./F
$400.00/$160,000. Pd./F
$35.00/ $10,000. Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F
$10.50/$3,000
Pd./F
$35.00/$10,000
Pd./F

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Judge Advocate:
Comrades,
In this months’ issue of the Typhoon I will discuss a question on delivery of Post minutes to the
membership.
Q & A MINUTES
During the past months, my office was asked a question that concerns delivery of Post
minutes to the membership after a regular meeting. Shown below are the question and answer,
as well as, comments rendered for consideration:
Question: Can a Post make accessible their regular meeting minutes to the general membership by presenting on the
Post Website using a closed link that requires a password in order to review?
Answer: At the discretion of the Post membership they may establish a link on their Post website to provide regular
meeting minutes either open (no password) or closed (with password) for review.
Comment: In answer to the above question I have reviewed the current Department and Post Websites, National ByLaws/Manual, Department By-Laws and found the following facts concerning posting minutes on a website:
- Some Posts listed minutes open each month without a password requirement.
- A few Posts listed minutes that need a password to review.
- Department Website has Department minutes openly listed on a link under
Adjutant.
National By-Laws and Manual of Procedure do not reference any policy or procedures concerning posting of meeting
minutes. The only references to minutes is in the Manual of procedure, Section 1004-Order of Business Posts, where
item 7 indicates "Read Minutes" and Section 218, (a)(6) Adjutant duties, under d., item 2, that indicates the Adjutant shall
maintain minutes after correction and approval.
Considering the above facts, it is my opinion that Post membership should decide on how they want to receive/review the
minutes of a Post meeting. E.g., members may receive minutes by having them posted on their website open or closed
(password), place on canteen bulletin board, sent by email/postal or handed out at the next meeting to review and correct
if necessary. Also, Post By-Laws may have policy that indicates how regular meeting minutes are distributed. However, if
the Post has no by-laws or policy shown in the Post By-Law, then procedures for distribution of regular meeting minutes
may be written in Post GO #1 issued annually.
In closing if you have any questions on by-laws or resolutions please contact my office at advdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org or
bill.wichman@ms.hinet.net

THE JUDGE’S LAW SAYING: Be honest with the law
and you’ll always be a winner.
Yours in comradeship,
Bill Wichman
Judge Advocate
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Chaplain:
Comrades,

We have lost a Mentor, a Leader,
and mostly a Friend. Bill “BEAR”
Hudson will be missed, but never
forgotten. My words cannot do him
justice, his legacy will say it all. See
you on the other side My Friend.

Rest Easy Brother, We Will Take It From Here
Again, please make sure your Post Chaplains get the names of anyone who passes so we make sure they are
recognized. If you are unable to attend your Posts meetings to inform your Chaplain email me directly at either
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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chapdpa@vfwdeptpacific.orgor my warren.maxson@yahoo.com . Also On Facebook Chaplains of the Dept. of the
Pacific VFW.
Send me the Following:
FULL NAME and NICK NAME (if they have one). Some Comrades are known more by their Nicknames.
Post Number/Pup Tent
Army/Navy/Air Force/Marines/Coast Guard
Chaplains continue to send your Taps reports. And again, Thank You for your Service, God Bless you and yours.
“Rest Easy, we’ll take it from Here”
Yours in Comradeship,
Warren “MAX” Maxson
Chaplain
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Surgeon:
Comrades,

Colon Cancer versus taking a Colonoscopy
This month I wanted to address Colon Cancers versus taking a Colonoscopy and put personal
touch to this type of cancer which is the third leading cause of death for both men and women
over 50 years old.
My father had colon cancer when he was 56 years old having never been to a doctor to take a
colonoscopy. He had his colon removed and fortunately was able to live until he was 73 years
old. Because of the immediate family history, at the age of 36 I had my first colonoscopy which
Polyps were found. Because of this I had an annual colonoscopy until I was 55 years old in which I was given a three
years off only to find out the next time there were Polyps. Even though my family history is unique in itself, preventative
medicine through examination is a fundamental necessity for our men and women veterans over 50 years old.
Last month I went in to have another Colonoscopy in which another Polyp was found, only one this time, but if I had
waited then there could have been more. This procedure allows my doctor to take out the Pre-Cancerous Polyp before it
could have matured.
We sometimes have to endure discomfort in order to have good health…and trust me from a person who has drank that
laxative (two bottles) and spent the night in the bathroom, taking the doctors pre-procedure diet, the peace of mind
afterwards is well worth the discomfort.
We all have reasons as to why we do not do preventative care, but, when it is too late; all the reasons in the world do not
matter.
Facts: Your risk is roughly doubled if one (1) first degree relative (parent, sibling or child) had colon cancer or polyps after
age of 50. Ref: (American College of Gastroenterology)
References: Causes, Symptoms, Prevention, Treatment Options: http://patients.gi.org/topics/colorectal-cancer
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael S. Napsey
Surgeon
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Inspector:
Comrades,
We are now into our third month of the New Year for the department. All district inspectors
should have a tentative schedule for the inspections of the post and district set up. All the
required inspection forms and instructions can be found on the Department of Pacific web page
under DPA Forms. Once you have completed your inspections, please forward to me a copy at
wwbradford@live.com .
If you have any questions or concerns, please get in touch with me. “Communication, it is a
two way street”
Hope you all have an enjoyable Labor Day weekend.
Yours in Comradeship and Service,
William W. “Bill” Bradford
Inspector
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Department Committee Reports
From the Clark Veterans Cemetery Chairman:
Comrades,
Our Burial Assistance Program, wills and testaments portion, has hit a legal snag and is
suspended pending a ruling from American Citizens Services, US Embassy, Manila. We are
working to resolve the issue with our burial assistance lawyer to prevent an increase in indigent
veterans as wills can be contested and sent to probate court. We continue to work with families
to provide proper and timely burial for veterans.
All veterans are encouraged to have a clean and readable copy of their DD214 on file both at
home and with their veteran’s organization. Not finding a deceased veteran’s DD214 causes
delays in burial and other benefits. We are working a source for retrieving DD214s, as needed, for burial purposes.
Significant Activities (5):
4 Aug - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Lloyd Headlee, SN, USN at Clark Veterans
Cemetery.
4 Aug - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Anthony Capitanio, MSgt, USAF at Clark
Veterans Cemetery.
9 Aug - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Kenneth Mills, MSG, USA at Clark Veterans
Cemetery.
11 Aug - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for David Kurz, CPO, USN at Clark Veterans
Cemetery.
24 Aug - VFW Post 2485 provided burial services and military honors for Benjamin Butts, SSgt, USAF at Clark Veterans
Cemetery.
As of 31 Aug 2017, Grave Digger life membership stands at 1391 adding two (2) new Grave Diggers during the month of
August.
David Gley
Jessica Martinez
VFW Department of Pacific Areas

VFW Post 10216
VFW Post 10216
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Grave Digger Memberships will continue to be offered as a legacy commemorative program with donations used for
indigent Veteran burials, upgrade of burial equipment, and to help defray the expenses of our annual Veterans Day
Ceremony.
Information is available on the Post 2485 website http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery_report.doc. (Note: the web site
is currently undergoing reconstruction, please be patient.)
“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Yours in comradeship,
Norman G. Smith
Clark Cemetery Chairman (2016-2017)
Department of Pacific Areas

From the Legislative Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
Once again, I’d like to point out that isn’t too early to start thinking of our All-State requirements.
As as a reminder, one of our requirements for All-State and All-American is as follows:
Post participation in one or more of the following activities:
Support an ongoing “VFW Action Corps Weekly” registration drive reporting to the Department
National Legislative Chairman.
OR
Hold a Deployment or Welcome Home event (Department will help fund via the Department Veterans & Military Support
Chairman).
OR
Adopt a Unit, reporting to the Department Veterans & Military Support Chairman. to either
If it is difficult for your post to hold a Welcome Home Event or Adopt a Unit, then holding a VFW Action Corps Weekly is a
simple and relatively easy task to accomplish. Once you complete the drive, please email me at the below email address.
Holding the drive is not merely a checkmark, though. The weekly is the best way that we, as VFW members, can keep
track of legislative action that matters to the VFW and all vets. So even if your post has completed either of the second
two requirements, I urge all posts to still hold their registration drive.
Here are some of the current legislative highlights concerning vets.
VA Appeals Reform Becomes Law: On Wednesday, August 23, the president signed into law the VFWsupported Veterans Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act of 2017, which now provides three options for veterans
to appeal disability rating decisions made by the Veterans Benefits Administration, as well as allows some veterans
already in the appeals process to opt into the new system. The three options available to veterans dissatisfied with their
initial claims rating decisions are to seek a higher-level review by a regional office on the same evidence presented to the
original claims processors; to file a supplemental claim with a regional office that would include the opportunity to submit
additional evidence; or to opt for an expedited consideration of their appeal directly to the Board of Veterans’ Appeals.
The entire intent of the new law is to speed the appeals process, which VFW National Commander Keith Harman
wholeheartedly supports. “As a former veterans’ service officer myself, I know first-hand that many of the veterans the
VFW helps every day to access their earned benefits will be better served under this new framework,” he said. “The VFW
looks forward to working with the VA to make sure this new framework results in timely, understandable and accurate
benefits decisions for veterans.” Read the Veterans Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act of 2017.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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President Approves GWOT Memorial: The president signed the VFW-supported Global War on Terrorism Memorial
Act into law late last week, which now clears the way for the GWOT Memorial Foundation to secure federal approval for
acreage on the National Mall, and coordinate a national design competition. It also exempts the memorial from a 1986 law
that requires Congress to wait 10 years after the official end of a military conflict before considering a war memorial in the
nation’s capital. VFW National Commander Keith Harman praised the VFW members who are the driving force behind the
new memorial: GWOT Memorial Foundation founder and executive director, Andrew Brennan, is a life member of VFW
Post 3945 in Pittsburgh; Rep. Mike Gallagher, a life member of VFW Post 2037, Green Bay, Wis.; Rep. Seth Moulton, a
member of VFW Post 2005, Marblehead, Mass.; Sen. Joni Ernst, a life member of VFW Post 2265, Red Oak, Iowa; as
well as recognized veterans advocate Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia. Follow the memorial’s progress on the GWOT
Memorial Foundation website.
Europe Fact-Finding Trip: VFW Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief William “Doc” Schmitz conducted his initial factfinding trip to Europe Aug. 1-11. The itinerary included meetings with U.S. military and diplomats assigned to NATO
headquarters, Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe (SHAPE), 7th Army Training Command, U.S. Africa
Command, U.S. European Command, U.S. Air Forces Europe/Africa, and U.S. Army Europe. The first-hand look at the
situation in Europe provides invaluable insight into the challenges our service members, retirees, and their families are
facing there and helps VFW shape its advocacy efforts. Learn more from his after action report.
Arlington National Cemetery Survey Goes Live: Over the past few years, awareness has risen concerning the rapidly
shrinking in-ground burial space availability at Arlington National Cemetery (ANC). A recent report to Congress indicates
that given current conditions, ANC will reach its capacity and will be forced to close in about 25 years. To remedy this,
several proposals have been offered for consideration by the Department of Defense, including restricting the eligibility
criteria required for burial, as well as expanding the cemetery by annexing pieces of Ft. Meyer. Last month, ANC launched
an online survey, in order to gauge the opinions of visitors, military members, veterans and retirees, regarding the best
way forward for this piece of hallowed ground. The VFW provided in-depth feedback to ANC regarding the questions, and
hosted representatives from ANC at the 118th VFW National Convention in order to provide an update. Read more and
take the survey.
Comrades, this concludes my report on legislative matters concerning veterans. If you have any questions you may
contact me at corter79@hotmail.com.
Yours in Comradeship,
Jonathan Brazee
Legislative Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited
anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”,
unless YOU ask.
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From the Legacy Life Membership Chairman:
Comrades,
LEGACY? WHAT IS IT?
It is a way of converting your life membership into a membership that will be more powerful in
helping current and future veterans. It also can provide a personal lasting legacy within the
VFW.
HOW DOES IT WORK?
An annual endowment in your name will be made to
your Post, Department and the VFW National
organization.
HOW MUCH IS THE ENDOWMNET?
Depends on which legacy type you choose. A bronze
membership brings in $6 annually for both the Post and
Department. Silver increases to $12 and Gold provides
$18. If you so choose, the annual endowment will
continue in your name forever, even after you die, at no
extra cost.
HOW MUCH DOES IT COST?
Bronze is $400, Silver $800 and Gold $1200. You may
pay by installment. There are no additional fees. The
endowments will help the future financial security of
your Post as the number of memberships grow. The
DPA Legacy Life Membership is approaching 264
Legacy Life members.
ARE THERE OTHER BENEFITS?
There are various commodity and recognition benefits
which Post Legacy officer can explain.
BOTTOM LINE?
The VFW Legacy Life Membership Program is an
excellent vehicle for helping assure the continuing vitality
of our organization at the grass roots level. Please
consider becoming a Legacy member. It will be a good
for you and for all of us.
Post Commanders it would be a fitting tribute to have the
Post purchase a Legacy Membership-in-memoriam for a
Post member that have served above and beyond and
has made his final roll call. Please honor the comrades
that have helped move your Post forward.
Yours in Comradeship,
Bob Zaher
Chairman, Legacy Life Membership
Department of Pacific Areas
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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From the Life Membership Chairman:

Greetings Comrades,
This report closes out the 2016-2017 DPA Recruiting year with another substantial increase in our Life Membership totals.
Despite numerous deaths throughout the Department, our Life Member count went from 10033 to 10230, an increase of
197 new Lifers. This figure represented 86.88% of total Membership, a new high for the Department. GO LIFE!
The Department will once again provide paid Life Memberships or a $400 stipend to Posts meeting the following criteria:
A. Posts over 500 Members

1 Life Membership or stipend for each 10 N/R LM recruited

B. Posts under 500 Members

1 Life Membership or stipend for each 5 N/R LM recruited

C. Additionally, the Department will provide one paid Life Membership to each District with all Posts at 100%.
Yours in Comradeship,
Cliff Wilsey
Life Membership Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

From the National Home for Children Chairman:

Comrades,
As some of us are getting ready to put our children back into school, so is the National Home.
From the National Home BLOG site to see more Click here:
I’m certain that you remember how emotional the first day of school can be. Children want to do
well, they want to make new friends, and they want to fit in. But for the children of military and
veteran families at the National Home, these worries are magnified by much bigger challenges …
They may be up all night crying because they miss a parent who is deployed overseas …
frightened about a parent suffering from the effects of PTSD … or scared that their family will
once again become homeless due to financial difficulties. That’s why I’m turning to you, a loyal
supporter of the National Home, to help the children of America’s war heroes start the school year
on the same footing as the other kids.
Can I count on your generous gift to support our 2017 Back to School Fund today?
Your gift today will help ensure that each child can fill their list of required supplies…and that any
National Home child in need gets the extra support, tutoring or counseling that will help them
succeed in school. Most importantly, you will help us continue to strengthen the families of
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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active-duty military and veterans who are facing challenges such as financial hardships, PTSD and other afflictions,
fractured family relationships, and uncertain futures. Can the kids count on your support today If so, please don’t delay –
click here now. Thank you for caring! - Patrice Green Executive Director P.S. Please give what you can today to help
our children in time for the new school year!

End of an Era: Dedicated Auxiliary Member Wears
Campbell's Soup Costume for the Last Time
Lynne Nolte, of VFW Aux #2984 out of Northwood, Ohio, has been dutifully collecting Campbell’s
soup labels for the past 15 years. She created a custom Campbell’s Soup Can costume with two
hula hoops, felt, and a couple of ribbon straps to put her arms through, and has been proudly
wearing it to district meetings to raise awareness about the program. The first time she came to
visit the National Home was in 1963 with her parents. Her father was the District 2 Commander at
the time, and she remembers saying to them that if something were to ever happen to them, she
wanted to come here and live. The ending of the Campbell’s Labels for Education program is
really an end of an era and Lynne was understandably emotional. She told us, “The National
Home has been dear to my heart since I was eight years old." Thank you, Lynne, or your years of
dedication, collecting labels for this program. With your help, we were able to get so many
wonderful things for the National Home including seven minivans.

National Home Donation Report
Report for District and Post as of 31 August 2017. This list has been confirmed by the National Home and by emails
received with proof of Donation.
District / Post

Reported

District 1
9723
District 2
1054
9555
9612
District 3
8180
9985
10033
10216
10223
12109
12147
District 4
727 Merged with
9957

No
No
YES
YES
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

District / Post
Donated

$100.00
$100.00

No

Post 12147 Project Pacific House
Post 1054 Annual Benefit Concert
Sub-Total
Dist./Post
$500.00
Total
Not Confirmed

$2,500.00
$200.00
Special
Projects

District / Post

Reported

District 5
9876
9951
10217
10249
11575
12074
12146
12163
District 6
1509
2917
3457
District 7
124

No
No
No
YES
No
No
No
No
No
YES
No
YES
No
No
YES

2485
9892
11447
12130
Sub-Total

No
No
No
YES

$2,500.00

Grand
Total

District / Post
Donated

$50.00

$50.00
$50.00

$100.00

$50.00
$300.00
$3,000.00

Please report any and all donations that you make to the National Home to me so they can be recorded and tracked.
Email them to nhcdpa@vfwdeptpacific.org
The VFW National Home for Children serves as a living memorial to America’s Veterans
by helping our nation’s veteran and military families during difficult times.
Yours in Comradeship,
Randell E. Himes
National Home for Children Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”
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From the POW-MIA Chairman:
Comrades,

Soldier Killed During World War II Accounted
For
Army Pvt. Rudolph Johnson, killed during World War II, has been accounted for.
rd

th

In February 1945, Johnson was a member of Company K, 3 Battalion, 365 Infantry
nd
Regiment, 92 Infantry Division, which was the only African-American combat Division in
Europe. The unit was fighting at the Gothic Line in northern Italy, with their zone of operations
consisting of two contiguous sectors - one sector along the Ligurian Sea coastline and the other in the Serchio River
Valley. For six months, Johnson’s division took control of the Serchio River Valley sector. Heavy fighting took place in
early February 1945, during Operation Fourth Term, when Johnson’s regiment fought for days to secure positions along
the Lama di Sotto ridge against strong German counterattacks. Johnson was reported missing in action as of February 6,
1945, when he could be accounted for. His status was changed to killed in action on February 21, 1945.
As of August 15, 2017, Interment services were pending.
Johnson’s name is recorded on the Walls of the Missing at American Battle Monuments Commission site along with the
others who are missing from World War II. A rosette will be placed next to his name to indicate he has been accounted
for.
Yours in Comradeship,
Tom Friend
POW-MIA Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“Leading, Mentoring, and Caring”

From the Roving Ambassador - United Kingdom:
Hello Comrades,
The last part of August and through early this month, the VFW family, and our brothers and
sisters in the USA and Philippines has had a very difficult time. The destruction of property in
Texas and Louisiana to the floods in the Philippines has ruined many homes and family
memories. We also lost a dear and very lovable Comrade William "Bear" Hudson. My
thoughts and prayers like many of you are with the families of all affected.
I wish each of you and yours the best of health and my prayers to you as well. Hope you were
able to enjoy the Labor Day holiday weekend!!!
My next Report will come from Colorado Springs, Colorado. May your god bless you, your
families, and the good ole USA!!!
Yours in Comradeship,
Kevin E. Mitchell
Roving Ambassador - United Kingdom
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
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From the Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman:
Comrades,
Things have slowed down during the last month. It has been a busy month with the VFW
National Convention and other requirements, however, we need to place a strong focus on
helping our needy vets in September. The Department of Pacific Areas (DPA) Veteran's
Assistance Committee (VAC) has awarded only one $500.00 grant so far this year. We have
$5,500.00 left in the budget for the 2017-2018 year. Please take the time to keep your eyes and
ears open for needy veterans in your Districts. The Committee will once again consist of the
Committee Chairman and all seven of the District Commanders in the DPA.
Any VFW Member in their District can nominate a worthy veteran for a VAC Grant. Just let your
Post Commander or District Commander know of anyone who needs our help. It is a simple process that requires only a
one page nomination form. In order to receive assistance a veteran must have served honorably in the U.S. Armed
Forces. All Requests for Assistance must be identified to the VAC Chairman and/or the District Commander as soon as
possible. Once the request is received - the Chairman will initiate action within 24 - 48 hours to convene the committee
via one of three methods: (1) Teleconference, (2) Email or (3) Online Chat Services. When the decision is made to
render assistance, the Chairman will coordinate with the DPA Quartermaster, the District Commander and his/her
representative to ensure financial aid is distributed within 7-10 Business Days. The appropriate District Commander will
ensure that he or his representative provides follow-up documentation (i.e., paid medical bills, grocery receipts, paid
prescription bills, etc.) to the Committee Chairman. It is also requested that the local representative provide photos and
other information to assist the committee in providing updates to the DPA Typhoon Newsletter. Each request for
assistance will not exceed $500.00. All assistance will be provided on a Grant basis. Let’s kick the program in gear and
get out there and help our fellow veterans.

The committee solicits your input and assistance in once again making this program a success. You may contact me any
time day or night. My contact information is: (1) Email - mverville2005@gmail.com, (2) Telephone - +639182491184.
Yours in Comradeship,
Michael R. (Mike) Verville
Veterans Assistance Committee Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

Have you recruited
anyone today?
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From the Voice of Democracy / Patriot’s Pen /
Teacher’s Award Chairman:

Commander, District and Post Commanders, Voice of Democracy (VOD), Patriot Pen (PP), Teacher Award’s (TA)
Chairman and Comrades,
I would like to remind all District Chairmen for the VOD / PP / Teacher’s Award Programs that we have two months before
all entries for these programs are due on 31 October 2017. The official packets for the programs are posted on the
VFW.ORG WEB site. Please do not wait until the last minute to remind all schools in your areas the deadline to submit all
entries for these programs are 31 October 2017. If anyone has any questions or concerns, please let me know.
The themes to this year’s contest are:
Voice of Democracy - “American History: Our Hope for the Future”
Go to - www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships/ Under Voice of Democracy you can select
Read the rules and eligibility requirements and download the entry form and brochure before you submit your entry at
your local VFW Post. No CASSETTE tapes. CD//FLASHDRIVES only. Deadline to the Post is 31 October 2017. To
Department by 30 November 2017.
Patriot’s Pen - “America's Gift to My Generation”
Go to - www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships/ Under Patriot’s Pen you can select Read the
rules and eligibility requirements and download the entry form and brochure before you submit your entry at your local
VFW Post. Deadline to the Post is 31 October 2017. To Department by 30 November 2017.
Teacher’s Award
Go to - www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/teacher-of-the year/ Before submitting the Smart/Maher VFW
National Citizenship Education Teacher Award nomination form, please review the rules and eligibility requirements.
Deadline to the Post is 31 October 2017. To Department by 30 November 2017.
District Chairman for Voice of Democracy/Patriot’s Pen/Teacher’s Award Program. To find the forms, manuals, brochures
and a lot of information to make your job successful, click on the link www.vfw.org/my-vfw/vfw-training-andsupport/community-service-youth-scholarships-and-activities but it may take you to the Login screen. If this happens
Login with your VFW.Org USERID and PASSWORD. Then click on MY VFW. Under MEMBER RESOURCES select
TRAINING AND SUPPORT. Finally select COMMUNITY SERVICES AND SUPPORT. Here you will find the tools and
resources your Posts and District needs to engage and support your community while helping to foster patriotism and
honor our nation's heroes. From Voice of Democracy and Patriot's Pen entry forms and sample press releases to
Veterans in the Classroom resources, the tools here will help your Posts provide the assistance and support that is a
cornerstone of the VFW's.
Additional links you may find useful.
VOD: www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships
www.vfw.org/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/Voice-of-Democracy-Student-Entry-Form-andBrochure
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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PP: www.vfw.org/-/media/VFWSite/Files/Community/Youth-and-Education/Patriots-Pen-Rules-and-Eligibility
TA: www.vfw.org/forms/scholarship-programs-teacher-request-form
www.vfw.org/-/media/VFWSite/Files/MY_VFW/Training-and-Support/Community-Service/Teacher-Award-Manual
“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”
Yours in comradeship and service,
Ron Monninger
Voice of Democracy / Patriot’s Pen / Teacher’s Award Chairman
Department of Pacific Areas
Ronmonninger2016@gmail.com

From the Typhoon / Around the Pacific Editor:

Comrade Commander and Comrades of the Department of Pacific Areas,
We would love to see more inputs for the Around the Pacific section of our newsletter in future editions. Submit nothing it
looks like we are doing nothing. You are doing a lot of great stuff out there. We also have not heard from some of our
officers and program chairmen. Part of your duties is to report what you are doing in your position. If you have a listing
on General Order #1, we need to hear from you about what is going on in your program. Reminder, inputs for the
October edition are due on 05 Oct 2017. If you have any questions, please contact me at: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org
That’s it for now. Thanks for helping me to help you and thank you all for everything you do for our military active duty,
veterans, and their families!
Yours in Comradeship,
Joe Mortimer
Editor
Department of Pacific Areas

“VFW - Honoring Our Past, Securing Our Future”

GENERAL NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION FORMAT

DOs / DON’Ts FOR PHOTOS / ARTICLES FOR THE AROUND THE PACIFIC SECTION

Submission Format: A significant amount of time is used in reformatting inputs. Please use the
following submission format:

1. Do submit “money shots” (meaning whenever possible seeing Comrades wearing their highly
recognizable official VFW caps) when interacting with others.

Format: Use Arial Font / 10 Pitch / Single Page (two pages if needing to use charts, etc.) Double
space after end punctuations just like you did when you were in the military.

2. Do keep the Around the Pacific section entries to a maximum of one page per event. Half
pages are fine.

Photos / Graphics: Use JPG, PNG, or GIF, place in line with text on the Word document, and
include a caption or paragraph of who is in the photo and what they are doing. Do not stretch
photos to make them fit. No PDFs.

3. Do place photos on a Word document in line with text and include a caption or a short couple of
paragraphs of what is depicted in the photo. (Do not place in front of text, behind text, etc.)

Date Inputs Due: 5th of the Month (except for July and December)
Date Published: 10th of the Month (except for June and December)

4. Do check the quality of photos before submitting. Grainy or pixilated photos will no longer be
placed.
5. Do provide only the photos you want to be used. Avoid sending twenty photos and ask me to
select one or two I think are best to publish.

Label File as:
“Typhoon Month YYYY Position Name.docx”
“ATP Month YYYY Post Number.docx”
E-Mail Subject Line:

6. Do not send individual photos and e-mail text. Place in a Word Document with the proper file
labeling.
7. Do not submit any photo(s) with people displaying gang signs as they will not be published. I
have edited these in the past to block them out or cover them up, however it takes too much time
doctoring photos. We should not be advocating gang affiliations or activity.

“TYPHOON MONTH YYYY POSITION NAME”
“ATP MONTH YYYY POST NUMBER”

8. Do not take a photo of a newspaper article and send as a JPG for your input.

Send to: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org

If you have any questions, please contact me at: typhoon@vfwdeptpacific.org

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Around the Pacific Community Report

District 2 Mainland Japan
VFW POST 1054 REMEMBERS PAST LEADERSHIP

18 AUG 17– YOKOSUKA, JAPAN. Members of John C. Parker Memorial Post 1054 held a special meeting to drape the
charter in memory of past district commander Bear Hudson. RIP Comrade.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW POST 1054 ADOPTS USS CHANCELLORSVILLE

02 SEP 17 - Yokosuka, Japan. John C. Parker Memorial Post 1054 pledges support to the USS Chancellorsville with the
guidance provided in the Adopt-A-Unit program. This brings the total number of units adopted by post 1054 to five.

VFW POST 1054’S DAVID ROBINSON HONORED BY
DISTRICT COMMANDER

02 SEP 17 - Yokosuka, Japan Past Post Commander David Robinson was honored by district for his work with post
1054. Congratulations Comrade!

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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District 5 Thailand Cambodia Australia
Submitted by Ken Stein, Commander, District 5, Thailand, Cambodia, Australia

Banchang Utapao VFW Post 12146 hosts members of the 4-160th SOAR out of Ft Lewis WA in their Post home. A great
event and motivating to see our young service members representing our country.

Six members of Banchang Utapao VFW Post 12146 attend the POW/MIA ceremony at the American Embassy in
Bangkok, included in this photo is QM Lou Holub, Life Member Erle Kershaw, WWII Veteran and Life Member Wendell
“Chief” Newman, and Post Commander Ken Stein
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District 5 Thailand - Cambodia - Australia is represented at the POW/MIA ceremony at the American Embassy in
Bangkok. Members from Bangkok Post 9951, Korat Post 10217, and Banchang Utapao Post 12146 attended the very
moving ceremony on the grounds of the American Embassy. The Ambassador was the guest speaker. Members here
include D 5 Service Officer Tom Friend, Bangkok Post CDR Ricky Reece, District Commander Ken Stein, District Adjutant
Lou Holub, Post 12146 Life Member Erle Kershaw, Post 12146 Life Member Daniel “ Dano” Rodriguez, and WWII Veteran
and Post 12146 Life Member Wendell “Chief” Newman.

Recruit!
Recruit!!
Recruit!!!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Pacific Areas General Announcements
MOVING, TRANSFERRING, OR OTHERWISE LEAVING
THE LOCAL AREA OF YOUR POST?
LET YOUR POST KNOW

If moving, be sure to let your Post Quartermaster / Adjutant know and provide your change of address, so you will not
miss any of your VFW Magazine subscriptions and other VFW benefits.

IS YOUR MEMBERSHIP UP TO DATE?
Are you a member in good standing? Look at your membership card. If it is about to expire, renew it today or better yet,
go LIFE MEMBERSHIP and save money over time. It’s never too late to switch to a Life Membership and you never have
to worry about rate increases or remembering to renew! Log onto: http://emem.vfw.org/

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITING AND APPLICATION
PROCESSING
Membership is the future of our organization. All comrades should be willing assist with a membership growth and/or help
the post in whatever needs to be done. When you are submitting an application for membership for a perspective new
member, it is important to ensure you have it completed properly so as not to delay the processing. At the next Post
Monthly General Business Meeting, the applications will be reviewed for completeness and voted on before submission to
the VFW National Headquarters. To ensure no delays in processing:
- Ensure you complete the application fully,
- Include proof of eligibility,
- Payment in the form of a check, money order, credit card, or cash for either Life Membership or Annual Membership.
(Checks and money orders will be made out to “VFW Post ________.”)
Temporary membership is then granted to attend VFW Meetings and events with the Post until such time as the newly
recruited Comrade receives their VFW Membership Card from the VFW National Headquarters with full membership
benefits.

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

VFW Life Members can now take the next step in ensuring veterans a better tomorrow by becoming a Legacy Life
Member today. Be remembered for your service as a veteran and VFW member. It’s easy to get started. Choose from
Gold, Silver or Bronze, each with its own prestigious benefits.

Gold $1,200
Silver $800
Bronze $400
Legacy is tax deductible to the maximum extent allowed. Use the installment plan option to make quarterly payments.
For more information logon to:

http://emem.vfw.org/
VFW LEGACY LIFE MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM

“It’s not what you paid to be
a member, it’s what you paid
to be eligible.”
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS CLARK CEMETERY

Clark Cemetery Maintenance Fund donations accepted to support the maintenance of this cemetery, which is completely
dependent on individual and group donations. VFW Post 2485, located in Angeles City, Philippines, is the caretaker of
Clark Cemetery for the VFW Department of Pacific Areas and is in need of your help.

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/cemetery.htm
If you make a donation, we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

DEPARTMENT OF PACIFIC AREAS GRAVE DIGGERS

Become a member and support the Department of Pacific Areas Grave Diggers Program which is open to anyone who
has a desire to support the Clark Cemetery. To use our PDF "fill-able" application form log:

http://www.vfwpost2485.com/grave_diggers.pdf
- Please mail your application and membership fee, as well as any future donations to:
VFW Post 2485
Attn: Grave Diggers
PSC 517, Box RC-V
FPO AP 96517-1000
If you make a donation or become a member of the Grave Diggers,
we thank you very much and ask you to please inform your Post Adjutant / Quartermaster.

VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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SUPPORT
YOUR

Veterans & Military Support Programs
Adopt- a- Unit Program, “maP” military assistance Program, Unmet neeDs Program,
Operation UPLINK & Sport Clips Help a Hero Scholarship Program

DPA fair share of these pins is
only 60 pins total with
30 Gold, 10 Silver and 20 Bronze Pins
Thus these pins will go fast so ORDER TODAY
to insure that you get one of these
memorable pins and support these
programs at the same time !

QTY
Gold Veterans & Military Support Pin
Silver Veterans & Military Support Pin
Bronze Veterans & Military Support Pin

Make check out to VFW Department of Pacific Areas
and mail check along with order form to:
Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Cost

Sub Total

$20.00
$10.00
$5.00
Grand Total

Name: _____________________________________________
Mailing Address:
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Order YOUR 2016/2017 V&MSP Pin and support our Veterans and Active Duty Members
through these programs
Simply fill out the form, write a check for the amount, send it to me and I will mail them to you
PLUS…. I’ll cover the cost of shipping and handling.
Please note these pins will not be available till I pick them up at the National Convention thus you should receive them in
mid-August.
Yours always in Comradeship,
Larry Lyons
Veterans & Military Support Chairman
PDCLyons@VFWDeptPacific.org

VFW Department of Pacific Areas

Since mailing will take
some time, email me and I
will reserve your pin/pins
till I get your check !
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Application for Membership into the Pacific House at the National Home

Name or Organization: _____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

Email Address:

_____________________________________________________________________________

Check desired:

________ Membership into the Pacific House ($45.00)
________ Continuous Year Tab ($20.00)
________ Bronze Plank Ownership ($100.00)
________ Silver Plank Ownership ($200.00)
________ Gold Plank Ownership ($300.00)

Email form to:

PDCLyons@vfwdeptpacific.org

Make Check out to:

VFW Post 12147 (In the remarks section please print “Pacific House Donation”.)

Mail Check to:

Larry Lyons
CMR 301 Box 332
APO, AP 96202

Thanks for your unending support!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Cootie Corner Announcements
MOC PACIFIC AREAS PADDY DADDY PROGRAM
M.O.C. Grand of the Pacific Areas is asking you to help support the Paddy
Daddy Program.
Applications are available online on the VFW Department of Pacific Areas
website. The Paddy Daddy Application for signing up Comrades, Cooties,
Friends, Family, and yes, even your Pets can be signed up!
Please fill out as many applications as you like for a very good cause. The
VFW National Home Special Project is the recipient of the proceeds from our very own program in the Pacific
Areas.
Send the application to me along with a check made out to “Ee CHI GAE Pup Tent #2, in the amount of US$25.00,
and I will promptly prepare your Certificate, Card and Pin and mail them to you. If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to e-mail:
Yours in Comradeship,
L.O.T.C.S.
George Beck
Military Order of the Cootie
Paddy Daddy Chairman

Ee CHI GAE PUP TENT #2
GRAND OF PACIFIC AREAS
“PADDY DADDY”
VFW NATIONAL HOME SPECIAL PROJECTS PROGRAM
LIFE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name:

_________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________
_________________________________________
POST #: _______________

George Beck
HHD 719th MI BN BX 331
APO AP 96271-5227
Email: gbeck@vfw10223.org

DEPT / GRAND: _______________________________________

Have you recruited anyone today?
They cannot say, “YES”, unless YOU ask.
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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Pacific Areas Photo of the Edition
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

Pacific Areas Joke of the Edition
Submitted by Joe Mortimer, VFW Post 9612, Camp Zama, Japan

AIR FORCE SECRET SECURITY
You've all heard of the Air Force's ultra-high-security, super-secret base in Nevada, known simply as "Area 51?"
Well, late one afternoon, the Air Force folks out at Area 51 were very surprised to see a Cessna landing at their
"secret" base. They immediately impounded the aircraft and hauled the pilot into an interrogation room. The
pilot's story was that he took off from Vegas, got lost, and spotted the Base just as he was about to run out of
fuel. The Air Force started a full FBI background check on the pilot and held him overnight during the
investigation. By the next day, they were finally convinced that the pilot really was lost and wasn't a spy. They
gassed up his airplane, gave him a terrifying "you-did-not-see-a-base" briefing, complete with threats of spending
the rest of his life in prison, told him Vegas was that-a-way on such-and-such a heading, and sent him on his way.
The day after that though, to the total disbelief of the Air Force, the same Cessna showed up again. Once again,
the MP's surrounded the plane... Only this time there were two people in the plane. The same pilot jumped out and
said, "Do anything you want to me, but my wife is in the plane and you have to tell her where I was last night!"

See you in the next edition!
VFW Department of Pacific Areas
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